COLTON NEWLETTER
February 2015

Authorized payment of bills: General Fund $46,410.73; Highway Fund $19,264.94; Sewer District # 1 $1,074.09 and Water District # 1 $2,516.36

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Walt Paul, stated he had been working with Mr. Robert on a resolution requesting the Danzer Forestland Company retain camps on the Long Pond Easement. He gave some background information on the Club’s and camps and said he spoke with Ed Boyce who says the 200 members are critical to his business. The Board agreed to adopt the resolution requested.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT Rick Perkins reported County Legislator’s hired Steve Button as the County Attorney. Now they need to fill his position which was public defender. They also filled the position of HR Director and have yet to fill County Administrator and Public Health Director positions. Another thing they are addressing is space for the District Attorney’s Office. Mr. Perkins stated they passed a resolution to Repeal the NYS Safe Act and will bring the Danzer Camp resolution forward at their next meeting. He commented on his attendance at the 40th anniversary/extravaganza of the St. Lawrence County Snowmobile Assoc. at Sevey’s Point, they had a great turnout and Deb Christy did a great job.

DOG WARDEN REPORT Mr. McConkey reported he had an easy month, only 2 calls and since he was in Town doing work for the Potsdam Humane Society, he didn’t bill us for them.

LIBRARY REPORT Mrs. Menz reported the Library had 385 visitors for the quilt show during Winterfest, story hour was popular. The annual report is completed.

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley reported:
· Since the last board meeting we have been primarily working on snow and ice. We certainly have had our share of winter already, thankfully our sand pile and our equipment are holding up well. 
· We also have been doing normal maintenance on our vehicles. The Town of Potsdam had a accident with one of their plow trucks and totaled it. They have been using our spare truck since that happened. Our shared services agreement proves time again the importance of this type of relationship, it's good to know if we ever had a problem like this, that another town would help us out as well. 
· I have prepared my item one agreement for the boards review and ultimate approval. I do have two roads listed for reconstruction this year, the first would be completing Stark Road. The other is approximately 1 mile of French Pond Road. The County asphalt bids have not came out yet so we don't have a firm number on pricing. I know there has been talk with gas prices being the lowest they have been in years unfortunately I am not expecting the same to be true with asphalt. There is a different process of refining the crude to make the oil for asphalt and the two prices are not as related as you would think. The "experts" have been telling us off the record to budget the same numbers we were seeing last fall. Around our April meeting, the actual numbers will be available and at that time any necessary changes can be made to this agreement.
· The new plow truck has been ordered by Stadium International. I am going with the exact same truck as the 2013 truck we purchased. The price of the chassis did come down a little bit since the last one and the equipment has stayed about the same price.   

ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT REPORT Mr. Robert reported they met and are still working on the letter to send to local businesses along with trying to get a chairperson for the committee.

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
A couple bulbs and equipment scrapes in both departments, but nothing in serious injury resulting in loss work time.  An eye wash station is being newly installed at well site and two updated eyewash stations being revamped at WWTP and garage.



DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Buildings and Grounds - We had a great deal of time removing snow throughout town grounds.  Heating systems all functioning well during these extreme cold conditions.  We have had a couple freeze ups regardless of running water in key areas.  Every building operating smoothly to date.  Flags replaced in areas needing replacing.  Currently creating close to 1,400 people at rink so far this year.  The enclosed rink is really helping with eliminating wind chill.  New backhoe quotes are coming in and one bid is low enough to possibly update a service truck with left over budget money and stay within budget.
Water - Only one water customer with freeze up and leaks.  We helped the customer and fixed the leak. Water pumped has been high this last month.  Many customers running their water for frost prevention.
Sewer - Ike Cook our Town Engineer will propose an engineering study contract for the sewer district.  Our lift station repairs as of late are indicating rotting rusted guide pipes and deteriorated concrete to a fragile state.  Three thousand gallons of sewage was transported to fix a lift station last Wednesday.  Permission was granted by DEC to short haul over the road to WWTP.
Transfer - Great meeting in Watertown with county reps on solid waste from St. Lawrence, Lewis, Jefferson, Casella and Danc reps as well.  We are ahead of the other counties on Z-sort and progressive on all areas of recycling and solid waste except textiles.  We hate working on solutions.   Transfer operating smoothly.

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported:
During the winter the committee is forging ahead with a number of projects.  Priorities include clean-up related to the Holiday Remembrance Tree Project and work on a variety of Raquette River projects.  As a result, the Historic & Scenic Tour project timeline is being revised since some project team members are working on other projects with looming deadlines and other key people are away from the North Country for a few more months.

Raquette River Blueway Trail Projects - Ongoing projects implementing the Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan (dated April 2010) are in various stages of completion, some of which directly involve or relate to the town.  Most are supported through grants from the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) administered by the New York State (NYS) Department of State (DOS). The oral history project about dam building along the river has been in the news lately.  Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY), headquartered in Canton, is the contractor with Mary Jane Watson serving as volunteer coordinator.  Interviews are being done with WPBS videotaping some for a future program about dam builders and changes to communities.  We are working with the Colton Historical Society to learn about people who were involved in dam building and who can share stories about changes in town resulting from the dams.  Anyone willing to share memories, memorabilia, photographs, news clippings, maps or any other items related to the building of the dams along the Raquette River between Piercefield and Raymondville is asked to contact Camilla Ammirati (315-386-4289 or camilla@tauny.org).
Two other projects are nearing the point when public information meetings will be held.  Once draft documents about the following projects are reviewed by NYS DOS officials the meetings will be scheduled and held, hopefully later this winter or early spring at the latest.
· Voluntary Stewardship Plan—being done for entire river corridor through in-kind contributions by community leads (Fred Hanss & Ruth McWilliams spearheading)
· St. Lawrence Whitewater Park Feasibility Analysis, Market Assessment and Economic Impact Study— being done for the Village of Potsdam,  Town of Canton and Town of Colton via contract with S2O Design and Engineering (Scott Shipley in Lyons, Colorado leading)

Barn Quilt Project - The town’s project was officially kicked off during Winterfest as part of our ‘Art Around Town’ collaboration with the Colton-Pierrepont Central School Art Department.  Todd Moe of North Country Public Radio and Thom Hallock of Mountain Lake PBS both did stories about the project around Winterfest.  Guidelines and other materials shared during Winterfest are available via the town’s website and other means.  Next steps will likely include a basic ‘how-to’ workshop in the spring.  Anyone interested in being part of the project (e.g., site, painter, etc.) should contact Ruth McWilliams (315-262-2450 or ruth@catamountlodge.com).  

Next Meeting – March 10 in Town Hall - The agenda for the committee’s next meeting will focus in part on projects associated with the Raquette River Blueway Trail and John Stone Memorial Nature Trail.



ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
· The Assessor’s office hours will continue to be slightly sporadic until I have full clearance from my physician but I will gladly make appointments if I am not readily available at the office.  Also, this is a very busy time for on-sight permit review.  I may be working but may not be necessarily in the office.   The assessment office is nearly open regular hours at this time.  There are still days that take me a little longer to get around but I am trying to keep the office open as much as possible.
· Rob Thomas, Code Enforcement Officer, has been a great help with collecting data in regards to permits.  He has helped with driving and measuring structures.  There are some things that have not been collected yet for revaluation purposes as ongoing construction will continue to change value up until the end of the collection process.  
· Revaluation Progress – Data Mailer returns were a success.  Although less than 1/3 were returned, the number is better than most outcomes for reassessment purposes.  NOTE: There will be two public information sessions held on 2/26/15.  They will be 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm at the Community Center in South Colton.  The topic “Understand the Reassessment Discloser and Procedure for the Town of Colton’s Reassessment Equity Project”.  All property owners are invited to attend.  Mr. Koszarek of The KLW Group will be in attendance to explain what you should expect during the final phases of the reassessment process.
· I am still finding many people seem to be questioning the town clerk in regards to assessment issues.  They are also calling or asking when I can be reached.  I urge you to leave a message if you call the assessment office and get my voicemail.  I can’t return a call unless I know who is calling.  The town hall staff tells me when someone is asking and yet I never receive a call or message.  Please call 262-2848 if you are trying to reach me but remember to leave a message so that I may return a call to you.
· As you know, STAR renewals have been mailed out.  I am still receiving calls asking if proof of income must be attached.  If you received a renewal the answer is YES!  If you do not file income tax then provide me with a copy of a bank statement showing deposit of income (you may cross out anything that is not pertinent), a copy of your year end 2013 social security statement or retirement statement.  This is the same every year and I ask that you plan ahead for this.  The form states types of income you should provide.  If you do not file income tax you may not be placed on the annual automatic renewal program (Income Verification Program).   STAR renewals will be only accepted until 03/01/2015.

I can’t stress enough there is a separate telephone number for the Assessment office.  The number is 262-2848.  I am aware that people do not like leaving messages but I can’t be responsible if there is no name or number to return.  I thank Donna greatly for handling the multiple calls that have come regarding the assessment change notices and STAR renewal applications.

TOWN ENGINEER’S  REPORT Ike Cook reported there is nothing new with the solar project and since last month’s resolutions passed, it’s time for the Proposal for Professional Engineering Services WWTP and Sewer System Evaluation Engineering Report Preparation be signed. The proposal includes a summary of the project, proposed scope of services, assumptions, project schedule and engineering fee to complete the proposed engineering services. Mr. Cook explained how the in-kind services could be used. 

Mr. Bulger asked the Board if they would like to review the proposal before signing. Mr. Shoen replied yes. Mr. Bulger asked to sign it upon Board members review and authorization.


RECREATION REPORT  Mr. Lamora reported:
The raffle winners from the Rock & Skate event during Winterfest was split with 2 winners from Tupper Lake and 2 winners from Colton. The next raffle is for 2 kayaks to support the Youth Fishing Derby, tickets are being printed and will be available next week. Mr. Robert stated he had been working with Dawn Howard to stock the river for the derby.     Instead of the Mud Fling this year we are doing a “Dash for Cash” 5k run. This event will be Saturday, May 2 at 1:00 on the Leary Rd.  There will be an adult race and kids shorter race. Details will be on flyers posted around town soon. 



CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported tax collection has netted 92% of the tax warrant. After last year’s fiasco with the flags for the cemeteries, we are ordering from a new company. Flags and grave markers will be ordered as soon as I get the info from whoever is taking the project over from Jerry Wilson. I need permission to attend the next Clerk’s meetings and Conference. A resolution has been prepared regarding the last exchange between the Town of Colton and the Lesperance’s, as requested by the Lesperance’s attorney. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Solar Energy – nothing new to discuss
B. Eq Rates – a workshop was held February 5th and another will be scheduled when we get the final Town   
   value from KLW.
C. Audits – Mrs. Hawley set the audit date for Tuesday, February 17 at 10 a.m.


Mr. Robert stated “I want to clarify my position on Roberts Rules of Order and nay votes on the agenda. For the record I believe in a more open ended approach to meetings where Board Members and the public can  discuss issues of importance that may be brought to the floor. There are times that issues come up that are important for the Town and we need to be able to discuss these things as they arise and when need be act on them. The structure of the agenda and the way business is conducted in my opinion doesn’t allow for that opportunity. Let me clearly state I support Roberts Rules of Order and parliamentary procedure in general.”

Supervisor Bulger responded in part by stating “The current procedure does not and has not prevented open discussion on any topic. The current application of Roberts Rules is simple – the proposed agenda can be modified at any time with a majority vote of the Board Members. Issues requiring extensive discussion can lead to a Special Board meeting or be added to the agenda of subsequent meetings. Roberts Rules lead to a more professional approach to doing business.”

NEW BUSINESS
A. The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2015. If any Special meetings become necessary, they will be advertised.
B. The Board also approved a temporary part-time hire for DPW because two men out of commission for a few weeks.

 UPCOMING MICROCHIP & RABIES CLINIC

Wednesday, March 18        9 a.m. – 12 noon @ Potsdam Humane Society   call 265-3199 for more info

Thursday, April 23             6 p.m. – 7 p.m.  @ Parishville Fire Station    	 call 265-6180 for more info

Thursday, May 14              6 p.m. – 7 p.m.  @ Colton Storage Building   	 call 262-2810 for more info

As always – bring a current rabies certificate to receive a 3 year vaccine

Dogs must be at least 3 months old

All animals must be on a leash or in a carrier/pillowcase and under the control of an adult.

SKATING RINK HOURS – Weather permitting!!!!

Monday – Friday   4 p.m. – 9 p.m.                  Broomball 7- 9  &  Hockey 8 – 9 alternate evenings

Saturday    1 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Sunday      1 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Vacations  1 p.m. – 9 p.m.

