COLTON NEWLETTER

March 2015

Authorized payment of bills: General Fund $49,603.65; Highway Fund $18,349.57; Colton Light District $1,913.26; South Colton Light District $1,807.88; Sewer District # 1 $2,239.25 and Water District # 1 $2,923.43

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Jean Supernault, Library Trustee, reported the all is going well, they love the new steps. She said they have a petition to sign requesting more money from the school, the last time they asked for an increase was 3 years ago.

Margaret Mauch, Colton tax payer on Higley, Floyd Supernault, Colton resident, Cove Rd., Clark Robideau, Colton tax payer on Arbuckle, Nancy Orologio, Colton tax payer, on Bay Rd., all spoke separately regarding their new assessment. Each one stating their assessments were high and questioned the value of land and waterfront property.

Mr. Bulger replied that anyone who has questions about their assessment should make an appointment with KLW to discuss it. The contractor has worked to keep the process as transparent as possible with meetings and appointments. There are more information sessions coming. Mr. Bulger encouraged everyone to make an appointment because the more information KLW has to work with the more accurate the assessment will be. He also noted the Town has not had a revaluation done in over 40 years. Mr. Bulger explained the lawsuit, and Erie Boulevards willingness to work with the Town, with no payback and ramping assessment to decrease the impact.

Ms. Miller corrected a couple misconceptions: because your value increases doesn’t mean your taxes increase. The tax amount in the letters is “hypothetical”. The Town can’t take any more money than it needs. You cannot grieve taxes, just your assessment. Assessments can change up till the tentative role May 1st.

Danny Collins, Sno-Skippers Club, reported the snow mobile season got a late start but they are averaging 50 sleds a day through the week and 600 – 800 on the weekends. He said they appreciate the Town leaving the roadsides for snowmobile travel. Mr. Collins commented on accidents at Sevey’s Corner. He asked if the Town could check into either rumble strips or additional lighting at that intersection. Mr. Bulger replied he would check with NYS DOT.

DOG WARDEN REPORT  Jim McConkey reported he clocked 227 miles and 11 hours this last month. He said he gets lots of calls when it gets cold, with people leaving their dogs outside. Two dogs were picked up and returned to the owners because they were licensed. Orders to comply have been sent out. Mr. Bulger thanked Mr. McConkey for the good job he does.

ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Ms. Miller reported: As you know the revaluation is coming to a close.  It is understood there are concerns with the preliminary outcome of the revaluation.  Please let me say there are procedures in place from the beginning of this project to the end.  I believe if the contractor felt the numbers produced for the preliminary assessments were perfect, there would be no need for informal information exchange meetings like he is holding beginning today.  If this were the case then property owners would strictly go to the grievance phase.  I ask you to allow the process to play out.  There is no law that states informal information exchange or so called hearings are mandatory at this phase.  KLW is providing these informational meetings as a courtesy exchange of information.  Remember that prior to the tentative roll being filed, individual property values may increase as well as decrease as a result of information provided at these meetings.  You still have time to schedule meetings with KLW, Inc.  The number (716) 712-0205 can be found on cover letter mailed with your disclosure notice, on the website and available through the assessor’s office and the Town Hall.  The last opportunity to make an appointment is Friday afternoon at 3:00 pm. I will be leaving tomorrow for a training out of town.  As budgeted, I will also be in training on April 9th, April 24th, June 5th, and July 12-17th.  
ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE  Cindy Mclean reported: Dan Murphy has stepped down as Chairperson. The Committee is starting a “Merchant Monday”, in which Colton business owners will meet at the Raquette River Pub to network. Also, the partnership with CPCS students and website designs will restart in April.

RECREATION REPORT  Kevin LaMora left a written report: Raffle tickets for kayaks are on sale at the Town Hall, Boyce’s Store, AmVets and the Hide-Away. The Youth Fishing Derby Flyers are getting posted and donations are coming in. VOLUNTEERS are needed for the Dash for Cash race May 2nd. Scrap metal is being collected again.

Call Kevin for more information at 262-0899.

TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported: We continue to make progress on several projects and respond to new opportunities while many are away during the winter.  

Raquette River Blueway Trail Projects 
A number of ongoing projects implementing the 2010 Raquette River Corridor Blueway Trail Plan are supported by the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) administered by the New York State (NYS) Department of State.  State officials must review draft documents before next steps can be taken on the work plan with Brookfield Renewable Energy on Stone Valley Whitewater Area Access Improvements, a Voluntary Stewardship Plan for the entire river corridor and the St. Lawrence Whitewater Park Feasibility Analysis, Market Assessment and Economic Impact Study involving the Town of Canton, Village of Potsdam and Town of Colton.  The oral history project about dam building along the Raquette River between Piercefield and Raymondville also continues with Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY) as the contractor and Mary Jane Watson as the town’s volunteer coordinator.  Anyone willing to share memories, memorabilia, photographs, news clippings, maps or any other items is asked to contact Camilla Ammirati (315-386-4289 or camilla@tauny.org).

Barn Quilt Project

During Winterfest Weekend and after a number of people in the community and surrounding area expressed interest in barn quilts—some as painters of their own barn quilts, some as painters for others and some as recipients of barn quilts painted by others.  The South of the Rock Quilt Group would like to work on a barn quilt for the town’s Community Center on Sugar Bush Lane.  The committee is planning to hold a basic ‘how-to’ workshop, most likely on April 11 in the art room at Colton-Pierrepont Central School if approved.  Anyone interested in the barn quilt project can contact Ruth McWilliams (315-262-2450 or ruth@catamountlodge.com).  

Summer Music Series

The town has been notified it will receive $1090 in grant funds from the NYS Council on the Arts through its Decentralization Program administered by the St. Lawrence County Arts Council.  This is the amount requested last October to support in part the Gazebo Performances in our summer music series which kicks off June 24 with Northern Lights Orchestra performing in the Pavilion at Swift Field.  The committee is now finalizing plans for the summer music series which include reaching out through the school’s guidance counselor to advertise the Summer Associate position to students who will be in high school as of September 2015.

Garden Tour on June 13

Sue Dougherty of the Potsdam Hospital Guild has notified the committee about its annual garden tour supporting the hospital.  It will be held Saturday, June 13 in the Colton and Higley areas.  They are looking for a variety of gardens for people to tour as well as other things for people to do while in town.  The committee will work with the Colton Historical Society to have the Museum and information center in it ready by then for people to learn about local history as well as Stone Valley and more.  Gardeners, to be confirmed by the Guild by April 1st, can call Ruth McWilliams (262-2450) for more information and/or if interested in being part of the tour.

Next Meeting – April 7 in Town Hall

The agenda for the committee’s next meeting will focus on Caring for Colton Day(s) in May as well as other spring projects and the summer schedule.
COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Rick Perkins reported he attended the Clare meeting first and will alternate meeting attendance. He stated the County has yet to fill the County Administrator and Public Defender positions. They have been working on grant writing and hopefully can get a grant to update emergency services.

SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Richards reported four eye-wash stations have been purchased for garages, the sewer plant and the well-site where chemicals are predominantly handled.  This has been a difficult winter season.  Many minor injuries have occurred this winter, but none have resulted in loss work time.  The crews have done an excellent job trying to stay healthy and productive, but it has been a challenge in these harsh conditions.  Personal protective clothing has been supplied to the crew for weather conditions.  

TOWN ENGINEER’S REPORT  Ike Cook, Town Engineer, asked the Board if they reviewed the contract regarding the WWTP Energy Assessment and recommend upgrades for the facility based on coordination with the MRB Group. If everyone is satisfied with it, could it be signed tonight? Mr. Cook mentioned the Public Service Commission sided with NYSERDA on the net metering so the solar project is back on track and moving forward. He also touched base on the floor plan for the proposed improvements to the building at Swift Field. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported no permits have been issued.

DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported: 
Transfer  Operation at the Transfer station is running smoothly.  Turnbuckle had to be repaired on trash compactor.   CRT and electronic e-waste is secured for the next year for free disposal.  Now it is mandatory as of January to recycle anything with an electrical cord towards e-waste. 

Sewer & Water  The DPW has been busy with frost levels at an all time low level of 5 to 7 feet below ground level.  We have experienced 22 freeze ups on water and sewer connections and have helped each customer regain their water service each day for the last three weeks.  We have also responded to shared services and have assisted the Village of Potsdam and the Town of Parishville.  We are asking all water customers to run their water until you here from the DPW!  Sewer plant is running smoothly.  Penn Power systems just serviced our diesel back-up generator.   

Building and Grounds  All snow removal on town grounds has been maintained and we are thrilled for the spring melt.  We are moving forward on solar grants now.  Our Town engineer will cover the progress; and will cover progress on the WWTP study as well.  Due to water freeze ups, we are postponing the decision on the backhoe until we can carefully study the three bid proposals that are in.  We will recommend to the board our input as soon as possible.  All three machines are on state contract. 
Recreation  We just won one of the two grants awarded for $685.00 to go to a conference in Saratoga Springs for municipal recreation.  Conference fees, hotel and meals are all included.  I am asking the board if I could attend this conference for travel expenses only.  Broomball, public skating and hockey were a huge success this year.  We have had over 70 uninterrupted days of rink activity this year resulting in over 2,300 participants attending.  There was a great deal of compliments to the DWP’s efforts for improved conditions and the towns people wish to thank the board for their support in those endeavors. 
HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley submitted this written report: Since the last board meeting, we have been primarily concentrating on snow and ice. 

· Our new plow truck order is in process of being built. 

· I would like to ask the Board to make a motion approving me to advertise and post all town roads restricting all trucks in excess of 6 tons during spring break up. We do this every year in an effort to protect our roads from heavy truck traffic. 

· I believe the County is opening the asphalt bids on the 28th of this month. After I get the price I will have a better handle on how much paving we can do this year. 

· Last Friday I fell and broke my left leg. I have no idea at this point how long this is going to take to get me back on feet again. I am going to see a specialist in Malone tomorrow morning. I will contact Dennis and Donna as soon as I know something. Ed has been watching over things for me and he has been doing a great job taking care of business, talking to people, and keeping me in the link. 

· Highway School is coming up in Ithaca, I am planning to attend this 3 day school, the first week in June. The cost is $110 payable to the Association of Towns. And the Saint Lawrence County group is staying at the Hampton for 3 nights @ $115 per night. I would like to ask the Board for approval of this. 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Mrs. Arquiett reported:

· Resolution # 8 – 2015   Adoption of NYS Deferred Compensation Plan

· I need a motion to set the 2nd Notice Fee for tax collection. Out of $4, 969,411.80 we only have $308,175.76 left to collect.

· The Deputy Town Clerk will be off for a few weeks starting the last week of March – So for a couple weeks the office will be closed on Fridays. 

· HEAP has more funds available for those in need of fuel assistance, call Julie Vaisey at one of the Neighborhood Centers. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Bulger noted the Board received copies of thank you letters from North Country Life Flight and NYS Assemblyman Marc Butler.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Solar Energy – addressed earlier 

B. Eq rate – Mr. Bulger stated a meeting is scheduled with himself, Town Attorney Gustafson, Mr. Kardash, Ms. Miller and Mr. Colton tomorrow at the Town Hall to discuss the eq rate.

C. Audits – Mrs. Hawley reported the Supervisors, W & S, Town Clerk and Justice records have been audited and there was nothing of concern to note.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Deferred Comp – addressed earlier

B. CDP – Mrs. Hawley reported Winterfest raised $500 and presented it to Julie Vaisey, Community Development Program Employee for the local Neighborhood Centers in Colton, Parishville and Pierrepont.

C. Next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
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Thursday, May 14, 2015
MSB Building, Wildwood Rd.

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

From Supervisor Bulger:

     Inequities in the system and pending lawsuits were well recognized by many if not all taxpayers. 
     Your elected officials cannot ignore such matters and must do what is right to take corrective action as 
     distasteful as it might be for some.
     We in Colton are most fortunate to have a hydropower company who pays 45-50% of all taxes and being
      a going business still operates as a good neighbor. 
     Look at your latest letter – if your taxes might have increased had the prelim assessment been in place 
     in 2014 then someone else paid a part of your tax because for every dollar increase someone took a dollar 

     decrease – a zero sum process. If all past assessments were equitable than any assessment increase -- 

     regardless of   the amount -- would have resulted in the same individual tax.  Increases and decreases in the  

     2014   tax roll are positive proof of inequities. Remember, assessments and taxes are separate issues.  Many   

     assessments increased but many others saw the same potential tax or less.
     Lastly, I challenge any of you to find similar property and services in this county where the tax is less—park, 
     trails, water, DPW, Hwy, Transfer Station, BTI, School, Hydropower (45%+ of Tax Base)…………..

BASIC ‘HOW-TO’ BARN QUILT WORKSHOP

Sponsored by Town of Colton Tourism & Beautification Committee

ANNOUNCEMENT

When?

Saturday, April 11 from 9:30am to 3:30pm

Where?
Colton-Pierrepont Central School / Art Room (pending approval by school)

WORKSHOP PURPOSE:  The overall goal of workshop is to introduce participants to barn quilts and to give them the confidence to paint barn quilts for themselves and/or others.  Participants will be introduced to the history of barn quilts, the growing movement in St. Lawrence County and the involvement of the town, as evidenced by the new barn quilt now displayed on the Colton Museum. Through hands-on activities participants will learn the basic steps of making a barn quilt.  Also the committee will seek feedback on the workshop for designing future training opportunities related to barn quilts.

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE:  In anticipation of approval from the school the committee is preparing to hold the workshop to provide the following overview and hands-on activities.  Before closing workshop participants will be asked for feedback on the workshop.

Overview 

· Background on town involvement through ‘Art Around Town’ collaboration with school plus work with Hammond & others in St. Lawrence County

· Basic steps from inspiration to installation

· Hammond’s guidelines

· Supplies needed

· Installation insights

Hands-on Activities 

Learn the following while working on actual barn quilts for the town, for participants and for possibly others:

· Priming sign board (medium density overlay (MDO) plywood)
· Drawing design on primed sign board

· Taping design for painting

· Painting design
WORKSHOP REGISTRATION:  The workshop is for adults; however younger people wishing to paint barn quilts are welcome if accompanied by an adult or if experienced and given approval in advance by Ruth McWilliams as chair of the committee.  

Anyone wishing to attend should register by April 1st by contacting Ruth McWilliams (ruth@catamountlodge.com; 315-262-2450).  

Space is limited.  Participants will be approved generally on a first come first serve basis.  Preference will be given to people who plan to actually paint barn quilts for themselves and/or others after the workshop.  Preference also will be given to people who reside in the Town of Colton and plan to display a barn quilt in town.
At this time no charge is envisioned; however, if the committee decides a small fee is needed to cover costs, then participants will be informed before the workshop.

Some snacks and drinks will be provided but participants with dietary limitations should bring their own.  Also all participants should bring their own lunches.

