COLTON NEWLETTER
June 2016

Authorized payment of bills: General Fund $26,547.15; Highway Fund $42,086.88; Colton Light District $700.53; South Colton Light District $670.05; Sewer District # 1 $845.91 and Water District # 1 $2,507.54

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Randa Mitchell, co-owner Raquette River Pub, asked to extend the time Main Street is closed on Colton Country Day.
Ordinarily it is reopened around 3:00 p.m. and she requested the section (bridge-bridge) remain closed until 7:00 p.m. for the Block Dance and games. (A motion was passed unanimously to keep road closed till 7 p.m.) 
Kevin Beary, Colton resident read from a couple articles, Southern Investigative Reporting Foundation, Barron’s and Johnson Newspapers. These articles are bout Brookfield’s asset management, global portfolio and financials. Copies are on file in the Clerk’s office for review.
Warren Goodnow, Colton resident, asked how the Board decides which roads to pave. He said there are 14 property owners on the water on Fuhr Rd. and 9 off who pay taxes and the road hasn’t been paved in his time. There are spots where the pavement has worn holes to the gravel subbase. Mr. Bulger explained how He and Mr. Hawley had a road trip to check road conditions and prioritize paving. Mr. Hawley added the amount of CHIPS money also plays a role in how much paving is done each year.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Mr. Perkins reported the County has the same issue with roads, 70% are deficient and 30% of those are very deficient. He said the County sent a liaison to Albany to lobby for more CHIPS money and see the Indigent Defense Bill thru.
Mr. Perkins reported the County Legislature has been working to get a larger portion of the DMV revenues, demolition of the Jones and Laughlin mill, shared services with Franklin County, emergency towers and the takeover of all town bridges in excess of 25 feet.

DOG WARDEN REPORT Mr. McConkey was unable to attend. Mr. Bulger mentioned a dog owner who wants to return to kennel licensing because it is cheaper. Ms. Arquiett informed the Board this person has been overdue since October licensing his 30+ dogs. He makes money off them and admitted he claims the licensing fee as a part of doing business. There is also another 30+ dog owner at the south end of town and she never complains about the cost. Mr. Bulger suggested a flat fee of $500.  (A motion was passed unanimously to offer the flat fee of $500)

ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported that grievance period is over and again this year Colton had more than the other 31 towns in the County. She touched base on the transition of the STAR program. Any new home buyers will no longer apply for the STAR, it will be called a School Tax Relief Credit and the State will mail a check back to them. The informational sheet can be found at townofcolton.com, Government, STAR & Grievance.

Bti REPORT  Ms. Malik submitted this report: The Bti Program is going well. Just a reminder with the recent heavy rains, there will be more standing water collecting in things like buckets, tarps, etc. around your home. Make sure you dump these out! Otherwise, you will have a lot more mosquitoes.

RECREATION REPORT Mr. LaMora reported he has visited 341 businesses and mailed 12 requests for donations (all the surrounding Towns as far as Tupper Lake, Ogdensburg and Potsdam) for this year’s Youth Fishing Derby. There are 30 raffle items ($500 boat, grill, tree-stand, wine package, beauty package, season hockey tickets and 150 gift cards for speed raffle) DJ music this year from 11 – 2 p.m., hot dogs, burgers etc.  There are 22 trophies to hand out. I have concrete dusted and groomed the bike track. I see about 5-10 people using it weekly. Need to get the scoreboard with sponsors running by fall. Bottle/can redemption from Transfer Station has added $100 to the recreation department.

CODE ENFOREMENT REPORT Mr. Richards reported: 34 Permits were issued so far this year. Report is included to date.  Dollar General is still moving forward in their possible use permit.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported they discussed the standstill with the campground. The County Planning Office will help finish the Code Book; we have a few documents missing from 6 years ago. They need $500 to wrap it up. (Motion passed)

TOWN ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Cook reported there is aid for salt storage sheds and another meeting will be necessary regarding the WWTP.
DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported: Transfer Station - Final rates were negotiated just today on the Casella Contract.  I hope to have a contract to approve at tonight's meeting.  We extended accepting old tv's (CRT's) for another Month, but July 1st will be our cut off point to turn away CRT's at the transfer station. Chris Shea and a group of Divers wish to clean up the garbage in all of the reservoirs.  This group of citizen divers trying to clean up an important habitat wish to use our transfer station on all of accepted items we can take on this project free of charge.  90% of the flows being picked up will be located in the Town of Colton.  At this time I am asking the Town board to approve acceptance of their clean up items at the transfer station. (A motion was passed, unanimously)
Waste Water & Water - Everything in water and sewer are currently working satisfactory at this point.  Curb stops and man holes on SH56 will be the next W/S projects. 
Building and Grounds -  Also, we are asking the board to approve the land swap agreed upon by town personal and Kirk and Jeanne Robideau at Swift Field. This enables the Town to own the land in front of the Pavilion, and it allows the Robideau's to own their land tight around their buildings as well.  This land swap is beneficial to both parties. Museum work is coming along nicely. It will be a great improvement to the building.        

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported; It was pointed out to me by a concerned parent that our crosswalk in front of the school is not being adequately noticed and abided by traffic as kids wait at a state mandated crosswalk.  Cars are zipping by not stopping and giving kids the right away to cross.  Joe Kardash and I spoke about periodic law enforcement keeping an eye out in front of the school from now until school is out for the summer.  This area will be paved so new striping won't make sense until later this summer. We are asking the board to close Main Street from Route 56 to Riverside Dr. for Colton Country Days, July 23rd. (Motion was made and passed under courtesy of the floor.) I am also asking the Board to approve the motion that allows non-resident children join the swim program (to be picked up and dropped off at the school only) for a fee of $50.00/child for the entire summer program. (A motion was passed unanimously) 

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley reported: Since the last board meeting we completed the spring street cleaning and started on grading our dirt roads. This will take about two weeks. We have also been helping other towns through shared service hauling blacktop. Next week I hope to start preparing the rest of French Pond Road for paving. 
We still have not been informed from Chips as to how the "Pave NY" money is going to be distributed or when. As of today nothing is on the Chips website regarding it. Several Superintendents have called our Chips representative and all he has said is do not spend it yet. Until we receive all of the information on this I cannot finalize my item one agreement as I stated last month. It will more than likely be the end of August before I will be ready for paving so we still have plenty of time. I attended the State Auction in Syracuse and was successful acquiring the Lowboy trailer, for $11,500, saving $8500 from the states outright price. I also picked up our consortium's new roller while I was there saving an additional $1500 freight charge getting that back here. Last week I moved Potsdam's paver which is the same as ours, on it and it fit with ease, so this is going to be a good fit for our needs. Our 1960 Rogers trailer now is surplus and I would like to ask the board for permission to list it on Auctions International along with our old crusher, for sale to the highest bid. Curtis Hamilton retired from our department in the past month; I wish to publicly thank him for his dedication and service to our town. At this point I wish to ask the board’s approval for me to hire a full time replacement employee. Mr. Shoen asked if the position had to be posted. (A motion was passed unanimously authorizing Mr. Hawley to hire someone)

CORRESPONDENCE Mr. Bulger commented he received letters from Dan Murphy and Charter Co.  Mr. Murphy states he will no longer be heading up the summer kickball league. Charter is merging with Time-Warner. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS Solar – Mr. Richards stated we are waiting on some documents from National Grid.

CLERK’S REPORT
· I settled with the County today, meaning tax collection is over.
· The office copier needs replacement. RICOH and Usherwood are the only 2 local places, especially for repair if necessary. Waiting on quotes.
· Reminders:   1)  The Free Rabies Clinic is next week, Thursday evening 6-7 pm at the Town storage building on Wildwood Rd. 2) Summer Swim Program starts June 27, please get the registration form in. I received an e-mail from Tim Rapczinski, stating he has a couple volunteers.  
· I need a motion to adopt the Retirement Reporting Resolution.


TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT
Mrs. McWilliams reported; As we gear up for summer we want to acknowledge and thank those who helped on May 21 with cleaning up, planting, and mulching sites during Caring for Colton Day. Charlotte & Peter Thomas were assisted by family members at Sunday Rock Park, Lorraine Harman was helped by others at Three Falls Park, and Kirke Perry worked on the World War 2 Memorial at the corner of State Highway 56 and Main Street.  Also a team of volunteers picked up trash along Lenny Road.  And before and after May 21 Nancy Fisher worked on beds around the Museum and Laurie Thornton planted flowers in the box under the Museum sign.  More work is planned for other sites during coming weeks.  Anyone wishing to help or be connected with leads should contact Ruth McWilliams (ruth@catamountlodge.com; 315-262-2450).
Summer Associates
Throughout the summer the committee will be assisted by CPCS high school students being hired to help with Beautification, Summer Music Series, Raquette River Information Center (soon to be reopened in the Community Center), Stone Valley / Whitewater Releases, and Barn Quilts.  Students interviewed last Monday will be notified of decisions next week.  Before starting work each student will sign a Job Agreement used to document tasks completed and pay stipends.  The actual amount paid will be based upon the hours worked, valued at $10 per hour.  We wish to thank CPCS Counselor Heather Rousell for helping the committee with the application and interview process during the spring.
2016 Summer Music Series / Colton Riverside Performances
Publicity for the series of six performances begins this week in preparation for the first performance on June 29 by 12 Struck Plus featuring Rob Zolner, Bruce Dewey and Debi Dewey.  Posters, designed with the help of a CPCS art student, are being printed for posting around town and in nearby communities. The performances are free to attend but donations will be accepted and appreciated.  The series also is supported in part with grant funds plus five business sponsors—Adirondack Canoe & Kayak Co.; Hide Away Café; Paula Youmell / Wise Woman Nurse; Raquette River Pub; and White’s General Store. In addition, barn quilts—each measuring 2x2 feet—painted with the help of CPCS Art Club students during the winter and spring will be raffled throughout the summer to help cover expenses.  Starting next week all six barn quilts will be displayed in the Colton Hepburn Library.  Tickets are 2 for $5; and only 100 tickets per Barn Quilt will be sold.
Information Centers / Information Tent
The Stone Valley Information Center in the Colton Museum will not be open this summer due to construction underway inside and outside the Museum to make it more handicap accessible.  So the committee plans to set up its information tent during the six whitewater releases at Stone Valley, weather permitting, scheduled for July 9, July 23, August 6, August 20, September 3 and September 5.  Also we are working with the Raquette River Pub which serves as a Whitewater Welcome Center to boost the information available there.  In South Colton the Raquette River Information Center is being relocated to the J.R. Watson Community Center; and displays will be set up there by July 1st when staffing will begin with the help of the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Raqueteers and others.  The schedule for the Raquette River Information Center, to be announced soon, needs to be coordinated around other regularly scheduled uses of the building.
Next Monthly Meeting – July 12 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall
The agenda will focus on summer activities, most notably the Colton Country Days Festival from July 17-24.  Cyndy Hennessy, as President of the Colton Historical Society, is being assisted by Sue Ames and Judy Brassard with planning.  Anyone wishing to organize events should call Cyndy (315-262-2524).

Friday, June 10 is a mini barn quilt workshop. It is 3 hours long, at CPCS and the cost $30.

NEW BUSINESS
· Next meeting is July 13 at 7:00 p.m.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There will be an Executive Session following this meeting re: personnel and litigation.
· Mr. Bulger visited Katheryn Hayes. She is doing well in rehab after a fall that broke her hip and leg.
· The Bookkeeper has time off, her father is in the last stages of life.
· Rebecca Allen asked about internet access on the Cayey Rd., South Colton. Mr. Bulger stated he has followed up with Jim Hidy, Massena. Is there anything under Gov. Cuomo’s plan? We weren’t able to obtain Phase I grant because Time Warner services the area, we will check into it again. Mrs. Hawley said she will schedule another internet committee meeting.

