Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, April 13, 2016
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main Street, Colton, 13625

Present: 	Grace Hawley, Deputy Supervisor						Councilpersons: Donald Shoen
	Donna Arquiett, Clerk	Katheryn Hayes
	Darren Richards, DPW Superintendent	Ronald Robert
	Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.
		
Absent: Supervisor Bulger (out of town on vacation)

Others Present: Jerry Wilson, Mary Jane Watson, Joe McWilliams, Ruth McWilliams, Ed Fuhr, Tina Miller, 
		Suzanne Bosjolie, Donald Bosjolie and Rick Perkins

Deputy Supervisor Hawley called the regular monthly meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 PM.

Mrs. Hawley asked for a motion to accept the agenda, with the addition of an Executive Session to follow regarding litigation.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda with the addition of Executive Session.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley 
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept the minutes of March 9, 2016  Regular Monthly meeting. 
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 4, TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to approve the bills on Warrant # 4, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  42,515.22
Highway Fund	$  40,400.93
Colton Light District	$       795.80
South Colton Light District	$       748.21
Sewer District #1	$       689.51
Water District #1	$    1,385.32

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR   No one had anything to offer.

DOG WARDEN REPORT  Mr. McConkey reported himself and his spouse has been having health issues and surgery but are on the mend. He said they had been doing the minimum and answered 10 “dog at large” calls, most were returned home, and others went to Potsdam Animal Shelter. The received a call to “rescue a man from a cow”, rescued a dog out of a pool and seized 3 dogs that were neglected. 

Bti REPORT Mrs. Hawley read aloud the report Ms. Malik submitted.
· This is the 31st year of the BTI Program.  Mild weather in March allowed us to get an early start on the season.  We began treating streams on March 15th.  We temporarily stopped treatments when the very cold weather returned.  Treatments aren't as effective when stream temperatures are in the low 30's....the larvae are not readily feeding.
· Approximately 3/4 of the streams have been treated once already.  My goal is to always get the first round done before the end of April so, we are ahead of schedule.
· We are in year 2 of the DEC 5 year Aquatic permit.  In the past, the DEC only issued permits annually.  Having the 5 year permit is a savings of $800 in permit fees.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards Reported:
Currently we have two active ZBA applications which will be reviewed at next week's meeting.  The Planning board just denied two applications and will hold a regular board meeting next week.  Dollar General may be submitting a request to reclassify our hamlet zones for retail.  We have 13 permits to date, mainly operating permits, subdivision and small builds.  Only one home build this year to date.
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Ms. Miller reported:
The tentative field book is ready for submission to St. Lawrence County for processing and publication. At this point there is nothing I can do for property owners who want to grieve their assessments.   Within the next couple of weeks assessment change notices will be mailed to those property owners receiving a change in assessment.  The 2016 tentative assessment roll book will be available to the public within the first week of May.  The date of filing will be posted in the Watertown Daily Times as well as the Town of Colton Web site.  Included in this posting will be appointment dates for those who wish review the roll and/or to meet with the assessor for an informal grievance hearing.  Within 10 days of filing of the tentative roll it shall be posted on the home page of the Town of Colton's web site.  Once filed, the roll book will be available to the public at the town hall.
Informal grievance hearings with the assessor will be by appointment only.  Once the dates are set and appear as an official public notice, the assessment office will be prepared to make appointments. To make an appointment please call the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays between the hours of 10:00 am and 4:00 pm.  If there is no answer leave a message and someone will return your call.  It is important to know that this process is for grieving a property assessment and not the property taxes.  A grievance application must be filled out completely and the property owner will be expected to provide sufficient information for a determination to be made at the informal meetings and formal grievance.   Grievance forms and directions are available on the town web page, the town hall and at the assessment office.  Formal grievance will be held on May 24th, 2016 between the hours of 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm at the town hall.  

Ms. Miller added anyone applying for STAR for the 1st time ever, starting this year, will be applying to NYS. They won’t be applying locally. Those that already receive STAR, will remain the same as it has always been. She said she would have more details for next month’s meeting.

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
During the last month we made progress on a number of ongoing projects plus started work on spring activities.  Also a chunk of time has been devoted to writing the grant application due April 15 focused on needed improvements to the J. R. Watson Community Center in conjunction with other South Colton revitalization efforts.

Oral Histories on Hydroelectric Dam Building
With the research done selected oral histories and related materials collected during the project will be featured by WPBS in its third and latest documentary on the Raquette River sponsored in part by Blevin’s Brothers Automotive and Brookfield Renewable Energy.  On Friday, May 20 at 6pm the documentary titled “Developing the Raquette River” will be released for the first time in a screening open to the public at The Wild Center with Potsdam Specialty Paper and Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY) also as sponsors.  Then on Saturday, May 21 at 9am it will premiere on WPBS-TV and re-air on Sunday, May 22 at 3:30pm.  WPBS-TV also is planning a special block of programming on Monday, May 23 starting at 9pm to allow viewers to watch all three documentaries of the series.  These quality documentaries help us reach a wide audience in the US and Canada.

Barn Quilts
Twenty barn quilts are now up around town for public as well as private enjoyment; and so we are two-thirds of the way to our goal of having at least 30 up in the Town of Colton by the end of 2016.  More painting sessions and workshops are being planned to help people in the community and larger area get involved.  The screening on April 3rd at The TAUNY Center of the documentary done by Emily Baker, a Clarkson University student, was very well attended with the Town of Colton and Colton-Pierrepont Central School represented.  It generated good newspaper coverage.  The documentary is to be posted on YouTube once the final editing is done.

Colton Museum Improvements
As the Department of Public Works has proceeded with planned handicap-accessible improvements in the Museum other issues have surfaced.  So we assisted the Colton Historical Society in emptying the office area so more extensive work across the back of the building could be done.

John Stone Memorial Nature Trail
Panels focusing on the nature trail and the town’s bike park along Pleasant Street (aka County Route 58) are being designed for the new kiosk to be located in the planned parking area.  The model for the kiosk is the prototype in the municipal parking lot at the corner of Main Street and State Highway 56.  Also we are planning to start spring trail work on April 23 with the help of Girl Scouts.  Trail work will continue on a Caring for Colton workday being scheduled for May 21 when we will focus on planted areas and pick up trash along Lenny Road if we have enough volunteers.

Updated Information on Businesses & Organizations
The lists of businesses and organizations in town or with town mailing addresses have been updated on the town website at: http://www.townofcolton.com/businesses--organizations.html.  Now we are collecting updated business cards, rack cards and brochures for an information display in the Community Center.  Updated information and materials can be given to Donna Arquiett (262-2810) as Town Clerk or Scott Muller (244-9956) on the committee.

Next Monthly Meeting – May 10 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall
The agenda will focus on summer activities including Colton Country Days which will include a week of activities from July 17-24.  Sue Ames, representing the committee, is helping Cyndy Hennessy as President of the Colton Historical Society with planning to combine the annual flea market with traditional Colton Country Day festivities on Saturday, July 23.  Anyone wishing to organize events during the week should call Cyndy (262-2524). 
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RECREATION REPORT  Ms. Arquiett read aloud Mr. LaMora’s report:
Fishing Derby -  has been going good, been to 262 businesses, collected about $4,000 in cash and lots of prizes.
BMX Track – looking for anyone to call him to help rake and tidy up the course. 
Disc Golf -  been promoting it this summer, still need to chip brush and get chains.
Lastly, thank you for the flowers for my Dad who passed away a couple weeks ago.

DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer - We started negotiations with Casella on a three year extension to their current contract.  The percentage increase is standard and will be verified with costs such as Rodman's tipping fee.  We hope to come to an agreement for the May board meeting. At this point we are asking the Town Board to not except CRT type tv's effective June 1st.  If they are broken apart in any way we are charged .25 cents a pound for them.  People are taking them apart and bringing them in, which causes the tax payer an unneeded expense. Casella will still take your CRT's at no charge at this time. (CRT’s are the “old” style TV, not flat screens) Casella takes them at no charge to the customer.
Waste Water & Water - We are currently working on our SPEDES discharge permit form that the DEC is asking us to conduct a study to revise our permit.  Currently we are completing the NY-2A  Form with additional sampling.  This form is now complete and is at the Engineer's office.  We will ship it to DEC as soon as it has been looked over.
Building and Grounds - Museum work is well under way.  The sill beam was rotted away on the back side of the museum and that had to be replaced prior to the bathroom build.  Reworking the plans due to this will now provide a back outside entrance into the bathroom which will also be handicap accessible.   This will be ideal for the gazebo performances and an isolated entrance into the bathroom without needing to go through the museum.  The school has requested to use the pavilion for elementary lax during inclement spring weather, so the crew worked at removing the ice rink liner for the coaches to utilize this great use of space.   The Tri County Solar Consortium is now asking for municipal entities to commit to the new PPA which is proposed at this board meeting to be passed by next board meeting. A short discussion was held regarding the work on the Museum. It looks like available funds are shy of $3,000. Mr. Robert didn’t agree with doing all the work this year, some could wait till next. Mr. Shoen asked to table it until next month. The Board agreed.

Mr. Robert praised the DPW Department for the new recreation building at Swift Field. He has heard nothing but compliments and money well spent for use by the whole community.

Motion #4
DISCONTINUE ACCEPTING  CRT’S
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to discontinue accepting CRT’s at the Transfer Station effective June 1st . Signage will be displayed.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried

SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
First Aid, CPR and AED training was conducted for the DPW crew, BTI and our new cleaner.  Highway sent half of their crew to the Hard Hat Convention at the Syracuse State Fair Grounds this past week as well.  NCC is putting in a bid to install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors for rec building and other commercial buildings needing carbon monoxide.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT  Mr. Fuhr reported the Planning Board has caught up and is getting up to date on everything, the last meeting was 3 hours. Dollar General Franchise has shown interest in coming to Colton, nothing definitive yet. Mr. Fuhr asked the Board to review and adopt a resolution to change the Town Code Book section on camp lot(unit) size to meet NYS DOH requirements.

Motion # 5
ADOPT RESOLUTION #6 – 2016
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adopt Resolution # 6 – 2016 as written.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried
REVISE RECREATIONAL CAMPSITE UNIT SIZE
Resolution # 6 – 2016

WHEREAS, the Town of Colton Land Use Code Book has not been revised in many years, and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board wants to be pro-active and revise the Land Use Code Book, and
WHEREAS, Article IV – Special Procedures and Standards, Section 14 – Conditional Uses, 9.b., 
Page 111-17 states “within a recreational campsite, a minimum area of three thousand (3,000)
square feet shall be designated for each unit’s location.”
WHEREAS, the Planning Board recommends revising the square foot of a “unit” to coincide with
New York State Department of Health Regulations of twelve hundred fifty (1250) square feet per
“unit” and
THEREFORE, the Land Use Code Book, shall be revised to meet NYS DOH regulations, and
THERFORE, IT BE RESOLVED THAT, the Land Use Code Book,  Article IV – Special Procedures and Standards, Section 14 – Conditional Uses, 9.b., Page 111-17 shall read “within a recreational campsite, a
minimum area of twelve hundred fifty (1250) square feet shall be designated for each unit’s location.”
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HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley reported:
1. Since the last board meeting we have still been geared towards snow and ice. Even with the spring like weather we still have been out several times each week plowing or sanding since the last meeting. This week I did take the plows off two trucks so we could start hauling some crusher run for a project that I have planned for May. The two trucks can be back in snow and ice service very quickly if the need arises.
2. Our paving consortium had located a used asphalt roller that Madison County traded in. The machine had low hours and had been yearly maintained by the original dealer. I obtained verbal approval from three board members to advertise for bids of a used roller and we received one bid as of the closing time of one o'clock today, from Milton Cat for the above mentioned machine in the amount of $15,000. This will again be a three way split between Lisbon. Pierrepont and Colton of $5000 each.  I wish to ask your approval of this bid and to clarify that we will be lead agency on this purchase so we will cut the check to Milton Cat for the full amount and Lisbon and Pierrepont will reimburse us this is the same way we did the paver.
3. Bill Dashnaw prepared the maintenance agreement for the paver and I have forwarded it to our Attorney for his review. 
4. I also have been in the market for a newer lowboy equipment trailer; ours is a 1960 and is to small size wise for the paver. New York State D.O.T. uses 45 ton lowboys and there are currently several available, the one in particular that I am interested in is at the State yard in Syracuse. I did inspect it last month while it was in Watertown, and it is a good fit for our needs. Currently it is still listed as available to State agencies only. Saturday and for the next six days it will be available for municipalities before it goes to public auction. During that seven day period I can request a price from O.G.S. via email, then they will send me a price sometime during that seven day window, at that point I either need to accept the price or decline. Because of the rapid timing I wish to ask for your permission to purchase this trailer if their price is $15000 or less. I have looked at a bunch of trailers throughout the country and this vintage is typically in that range. If they price it above that figure I will attend the public auction next month and attempt to buy it then. Mr. Robert asked if he had it in his budget. Mr. Hawley replied he would have to take money from another line since he bought the roller.
5. I am expecting the official Chips letter any day now explaining our level of funding for this year. I did find out that our level did increase this year. The regular chips level remained flat however the severe winter recovery money last year was $18,000. This year they call it Pave New York and the amount is $28,394. Our total chips for this year is $152,787. Asphalt prices are also expected to be another record low this year so we should have a good year paving. I will have the budget adjustments to cover the extra revenue as well as a list of my projects and an amended item 1 agreement ready for the next meeting.

Motion # 6
ACCEPT & APPROVE ROLLER BID
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to accept and approve the bid from Milton Cat for a roller purchase by the Highway Dep’t., $15,000 and enter into a Shared Services Agreement with Lisbon and Pierrepont. We will pay the purchase price of $15,000 as lead agency, Lisbon and Pierrepont will reimburse us $5,000 each.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Motion # 7
AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF LOWBOY TRAILER
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Mr. Hawley to purchase a lowboy trailer, not to exceed $15,000.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried

COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT  Mr. Perkins reported it has been business as usual, strategic planning, administrative tasks and budget. He said he will also present a letter of support to the County for the campground proposal by Mr. Diciaccio.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:
1. Presidential primary is Tuesday, April 19th. Everyone votes at the JR Watson Community Center in South Colton. Voting starts at Noon till 9:00 p.m.
2. I will be out of town next week at the NYS TC Conference. The Deputy Clerk will work the regular office  hours. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Cyclical Reassessment Payment – we received $7,000

NEW BUSINESS
A. Hwy by use – Town Attorney feedback, the road in question doesn’t qualify.
B. Solar Energy – addressed earlier
C. Wastewater Treatment Grant – addressed earlier
D. Water/Sewage Rate Adjustments – water bills increased because assessed value increased
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Senior Financial Report – tabled
B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Next Board meeting is Wednesday May 11.

Motion # 8
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to move to Executive Session.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried, 8:25 p.m.

Decision made in Executive Session:

Motion #  9
AUTHORIZE TOWN ATTORNEY TO CHALLENGE ABITRATOR’S DECISION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen authorizing Town Attorney Gustafson to move forward to challenge the arbitrator’s decision.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried

ADJOURMENT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adjourn.
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley
Noes   0   
Motion carried, 8:35 p.m.


										______________________________
										      Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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