Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, April 2, 2014

County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor






Councilpersons: Grace Hawley


  Donna Arquiett, Clerk








   Katheryn Hayes


  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.







   Donald Shoen

Absent: Ronald Robert 

Others present: Tina Miller, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Mary Jane Watson, Danny Collins, Ellie Menz, 



 Dan Murphy, Cindy McLean, Bonnie Howard, George Howard, Bill Howard, Joan Kilroy,



 Deb Christy, James Monroe, Jon Sabin, Art Wilson, Victor Barbosa and MaryLee Ballou

Supervisor Bulger opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Bulger asked the Board to review the agenda. He noted that since preparing the agenda, Jon Sabin requested to be added. Mr. Bulger stated Mr. Sabin could speak under courtesy of the floor or be added to the agenda.
Motion # 1

ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to add Mr. Sabin and adopt the agenda.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
Mr. Bulger asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 2

ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting, March 12, 2014.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 4 AND TRANSFERS
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 4, and transfers as recommended and indicated below.

Ayes  4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger
Noes  0

Motion carried

General Fund
$   53,499.80
Highway Fund
$   18,516.14
Colton Light District
$     1,063.96
South Colton Light District
$        998.17
Sewer District #1
$     1,490.46
Water District #1
$     1,478.40
The following accounts are over budget as of March 31, 2014:
General Fund: 

A1910.4
Unallocated Insurance

$   609.00 

A3310.2
Traffic Control Equip.

  6,564.50

A7140.4 1
Recreation Contr..

     255.24



                 TOTAL      $6,581.71



Recommendation for transfer:

A1940.4
Contingency

$8,000.00 (extra to Rec. Contr. $571.26)




     TOTAL    $7,428.74

Sewer :

SS8110.2
Sewer Equip.

$56.61

Recommendation for transfer:
SS1990.4
Contingency

$56.61
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Mr. Bulger stated the time for speaking under courtesy of the floor is limited to 5 minutes.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
James Monroe, Gulf Rd. resident, spoke about the 2011 flood and the fact that we are upon that time of year again. He said he checked the water content of the snow  which was about 60-65%. The Town needs to take precautions , call FEMA and Brookfield. If the snow melts fast we will be in trouble again. 
Deb Christy, County Trail Coordinator, said there is a TAP grant for non-motorized activities that she would like to apply for if the Town authorized it. It would be a biking/walking trail along Cold Brook Drive. She stated she has permission from the County Trail Board and for assistance from the County Highway Department. Mr. Hawley asked who would be contacting the land owners, re: right of way. Ms. Christy replied it would be better if that was done by the Town. Dan Murphy offered to help do the land owner contacts. 
Don Shoen, Board Member, asked how they were coming on the UTV issue (pass the weight increase to register UTV’s from 1000 to 1500). Ms. Christy said that it didn’t pass and they would start over again to try to get it through.
Motion # 4

AUTHORIZE MS. CHRISTY TO APPLY FOR GRANT
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize Deb Christy to apply for a TAP grant on behalf of the Town.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Art Wilson, Morgan Rd. resident, thanked the Board for the use of equipment to clear the snowmobile trail. Without it, the trail would still be closed. He also thanked Kevin Hawley and Chad Dennis for their help.

Jon Sabin, Morgan Rd. resident, read a statement concerning his disability, his rights and his service dog and asked the Town to educate the public.  He requested the Town pass a law to make it illegal for someone to falsely identify their dog is a service animal and the Town have ID tags for service animals. Mr. Bulger asked if there was anyone in St. Lawrence County that can certify a service animal. Mr. Sabin replied the Canton Animal Clinic has the ability.

ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Request for additional time to present report at next board meeting. 
Discussion Topics will be:

• RPTL 420a and 420b
• Review Mandatory Regulations for STAR Application

• Recommend an increase for Sr. Low Income Exemption

• Provide example of expectations of finalized property record file

• Review Audit expectations for exemptions

• Update where the Basic Star Registration Process 

• Review Process between Code Enforcement/Assessor Building Permits

Discussion Regarding Revaluation: I would like to remind property owner of the ongoing revaluation project. KLW Appraisal Company has been hired by the town to perform this revaluation. They are doing the job they were hired to do. There were public information sessions informing the town people of the process. Recently one of our appraisers was approached in an undesirable manner and I feel it necessary to remind people the appraiser cars have signs in the windows. Since this incident the NYS Police and the ST. Lawrence County Sherriff’s Department have been contacted and vehicle descriptions have been given. If you are concerned and are unable to reach my office for verification (262-2848) that one of our vehicles may be working in your area feel free to contact the authorities. Please remember to look closely at the vehicle for signs or markings before making contact and initiating unnecessary travel by the law enforcement. 

Assessor’s office and Code Enforcement Office Working Together Be aware the Assessor’s Office and Code Enforcement Office will be working closely together to implement a more efficient manner of monitoring building/occupancy permits. We would like people to understand this is to make the process fair and safe for all property owners in the Town of Colton. We will review the updated procedures at the board meeting in May.
Door Hangers The Assessor and Code Enforcement office has designed door hangers to be used when conducting field work. We ask that if you receive a door hanger to review it and if it is marked that you are to call our office please do so in a timely manner. This will assist in answering questions the assessor/CEO may have as well as give you an opportunity to ask questions that may arise as a result of the visit.
Motion # 5

AUTHORIZE ASSESSOR TO ATTEND TRAINING
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded  by Mr. Shoen to authorize Ms. Miller to attend a week long training at Cornell.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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Bti REPORT Mr. Bulger stated Ms. Malik has been taking a course to train for invasive species to help the Town control the Japanese Knotweed and will become certified in May.
ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE  REPORT Dan Murphy reported: 

· Committee Participation


o Business Participation

· (2) additional local businesses have agreed to join and support the EEC

· Colton Business Contact list continues to be populated, with potential interested 
businesses owners being identified and contacted
· Promotional Activities

o Facebook page has been published for 1 week
· 150 followers and growing


o Website

· Students completed the “application”

· Students are currently building EEC site

· 2 more businesses have asked to get in the queue for having a site built

· Current Projects

o CPCS Student Website Development
· Ongoing (update above)


o Strategic Business Partnerships
· Local business owners, in conjunction with non-profit user groups, are in primary



conceptual talks regarding teaming up to better serve interest groups (details will



be published following owner agreements)


o Colton and South Colton Area Maps for Snowmobile and ATV trails
· Rough conceptual layout being developed


o Area Business Caucus
· Invitation with questionnaire being finalized

· Meeting will take place in April (Date TBD)


o Pavilion Ad Sales

· Working on ways to add value to ad sales to justify pricing

· Possible extension of term

· Addition of digital ad on websites

· Including a team sponsorship with the ad

· Recreation Promotional Campaign

· Development of a Town wide campaign to embrace seasonal recreational activities
· Collaborative effort of businesses and the Town to make Colton welcoming for:

· Hunting

· Fishing

· Snowmobiling

· Hiking / Biking

· Camping

· Boating

· Ideas to be discussed and developed at the business caucus

Committee Action Items: (with revised target dates)
· Publish social media sites – March 14, 2014 Complete

· Publish website – TBD (based on CPCS website program)

· Reassess Committee goals/vision based on member input – May 1, 2014
DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer: Operation at the Transfer station is running smoothly. The yearly report for the transfer station is complete. Our total recycling rate for the 2013 year is 24%. Operating annual budget for the last three years are the following: 2011- $158,013.89 & 2012- $154,984.67 & 2013- $138,202.00

Sewer & Water Our DPW crew will be going to a professional development at Potsdam State for their credits towards

their waste water and water licenses May first. Annual water quality report went out in this billing cycle. Operations are going well. We welcome Star Carter from DANC to illustrate our GPS/GIS grant project. 

Building and Grounds: Asbestos abatement bidding is complete for 90 Main St. The bids are for the board members’ preview. At this time I would like to recommend awarding LVI Services the abatement contract. 

Motion # 6

AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING AND HIRING 2 SUMMER EMPLOYEES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize the advertisement and hiring of two summer employees and the retention of a summer student associate.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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SAFETY REPORT
Tim Sharlow and I just got back from a Dig Safe seminar in Malone. The program was extremely informative on safe dig practices. We had a safety seminar for the DPW crew on cell phone / texting while driving hazards. The highway is set to go for an MSHA training seminar.
TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Stone Valley Cooperative Recreation Area

The Stone Valley partners have revised the management agreement based upon public input received.  Each of the partners is now sharing it within their own organizational hierarchy.  The updated13-page agreement along with appendices totaling 100 pages will be available electronically via the Adirondack Mountain Club Laurentian Chapter website.  The town will have a hardcopy available in Colton Town Hall and will link to the Laurentian Chapter website.
Banners for Poles along State Highway 56

At the request of Darren Richards the committee has researched the availability of new patriotically-themed banners to replace tattered ones that hang during summer months along State Highway 56 in the hamlet of Colton.  Yesterday we agreed to purchase 15 new ones which will include a tag line saying “Colton – A Raquette River Community.”  This is similar to that used on banners purchased a few years ago for poles in the hamlet of South Colton.  

Adopt-a-Park / Site and Caring for Colton Days

The committee is getting ready to do spring clean-up, planting and mulching in the town’s three parks as well as spring improvements in nine other public sites.  We are in the process of confirming volunteer leads for each of the twelve locations.  This year our big push with hopefully good volunteer help will likely take place on two Saturdays during May, not just one as done in recent years.  On May 17 we expect to focus primarily on Sunday Rock Park and Three Falls Park; and on May 31 the focus will shift to John Stone Memorial Nature Trail.  

Summer Music Performances

The project team responsible for the summer series of seven music performances at the Gazebo and Pavilion is getting organized.  Last fall we proposed the team include a high school student from Colton-Pierrepont Central School (CPCS); and have drafted the attached one-page description for a Summer Associate including purpose/description, duration/time commitment, benefits, qualifications and application/selection process.  We are seeking feedback on the description now from school officials.  Then we will develop a one-page application form and a job agreement.  The student could earn as much as $250 for successfully serving as a Summer Associate assisting with summer music performances from mid-June to early September.

Town Logo Project

Last night the committee participated with Town Board members in the final review of designs developed by CPCS art students, providing feedback to art teacher Krystal Stowe to share with participating students.  Together we identified elements of the students’ designs which we would like to see incorporated in digital design options being developed by Matt Turcotte of North Shore Solutions, a web design firm co-owned by Clarkson University that has experience developing logos for municipal governments.

Next Meeting

Our next committee meeting will be held May 6 (a week earlier than originally planned).  Topics will include Caring for Colton Days, the summer schedule and related publicity plus a number of activities associated with the Raquette River Blueway Corridor.

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley reported:

Since the last town board meeting we have been primarily focusing on snow and ice. My snow budget this year to date is right in line with last years. This has been one of the more severe winters that we have experienced in some time, but as a highway department, point of view I feel the colder temperatures that this winter has showed us has helped keep our costs down some. An inch of snow at 10 degrees is not as slippery as an inch of snow at 30 degrees, this is a significant factor this year as far as our overtime is concerned. Our sand pile is smaller than it has ever been, (for this time of year) in my time at the department, but we made it through. In a few weeks we will be starting our spring clean up. I have ordered all of the necessary supplies for this. We also are going to have a significant amount of brush to clean up from the December ice storm, while most of it remains buried in the snow banks, I am certain it will be a major project after spring street cleaning. St. Lawrence County has two trailers up for bids, from the solid waste department. They are both 48 foot Aluminum pusher trailers, that could be used on the demolition project of Dunn’s old store. The minimum bid is $4000 each. I went over and looked at them Monday, and they appear to be in usable condition. I did talk to the shop foreman and he told me that they just updated two trailers and these are the two oldest in there fleet, is the reason they are getting rid of them. I think Darin told me the cost of trucking the debris from the building was in the 8000$ range. Our tractor came from the same department, so it is all plumbed up for the trailer. I would like to recommend that you bid the 8,000$ and buy both trailers. My item one agreement is ready for your approval. I only listed the Maintenance of roads portion, at this point. I will add the capital projects for your approval at a later date. I do have some expenditures for cold patch, coming up in the near future that requires this agreement to be in place prior.

Motion # 7
AUTHOIZE HWY SUPER TO BID ON TRAILERS
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Mr. Hawley to bid $8,000 on trailers as requested.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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Motion # 8

APPROVE AND SIGN ITEM 1 AGREEMENT
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve and sign the Item 1 Agreement.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

RECREATION REPORT Mr. Bulger reported:

Mr. LaMora has scheduled a car wash for May 3rd and is looking for volunteers and T-ball is going to start, just waiting for the snow to leave. Lastly, the Mud Fling will be May 10th. For any information on any of these events, call Kevin LaMora at 262-2225.

LIBRARY REPORT  Ellie Menz, Library Trustee reported:

St. Lawrence University student volunteers reorganized the books and Dennis Eickhoff has been updating the website.
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD REPORT  Ms. Kilroy reported:

The Planning Board has been working on updating the code book and are making final suggestions to the County for review.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:

1. The Town insurance carrier sent a rep to do a quick update and tour of town facilities. He stated he didn’t see any concerns, and a written report will be sent to us.

2. Fishing licenses, now are valid for a year from the date of purchase, and the cost went down from $29 to $25. Also available are:



Adventure Custom Plates -  available to those that purchase a lifetime license. More info available 



Adventure License  - Can add the icons of your lifetime sporting license(s) to your driver’s license

3. Reminder – I’ll be at conference April 27 – 30 

4. I need permission to attend the SLCMCA meeting in Massena tomorrow night.

5. With this meeting being early, can we pay bills like tractor supply with the early bills so we won’t incur late fees? There’s a 6 week span between now and the  next bill cycle in mid-May.
Motion # 9

AUTHORIZE TOWN CLERK TO ATTEND MEETING
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Ms. Arquiett to attend the SLCMCA meeting in Massena, April 3.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 10

APPROVE PAYMENTS WITH EARLY BILLS
Motion made by Mr. Bulger, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve paying credit card account bills with the early bills to avoid late fees.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· High speed internet: Mrs. Hawley stated they are still waiting to hear about grant funding.

· WIFI at Community Center: Mr. Richards stated equipment has been ordered and will be installed when it arrives.

· 90 Main St.: Mr. Bulger stated the asbestos survey is complete and estimates for abatement are: 

LVI Environmental Services, Inc      $ 3,270.00


Jeda Environmental Services, Inc.
  4,625.00


Op-TECH Environmental Services
 7,950..00


AAC Contracting, Inc


  8,394.00

   Mr. Richards stated he had a few questions for the lowest bidder before awarding the bid, and asked the Board

   to approve his expenditure of $5,000 for abatement, since his recommendation is going to be one of the two lowest 

   bidders.

Motion # 11

APPROVE $5,000 FOR ASBESTOS ABATEMENT

Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Mr. Richards to award the asbestos abatement bid  not to exceed $5,000.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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NEW BUSINESS
A. Meeting in Glens Falls – Mr. Bulger stated that it looks like the meeting may be next Tuesday or Wednesday.

B. No smoking discussion – Mr. Richards asked the Board to pass a resolution to stop smoking on Town properties.

C. Bookkeeper training – May 8 and May 22. 

D. Court Bailiff – Judge Robar recommended Mr. Smiley
Motion # 12
ADOPT  RESOLUTION # 5 – 2014 
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt resolution # 5-2014 as follows.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

COLTON RECREATION TOBACCO-FREE POLICY

Resolution # 5 – 2014

The Town of Colton hereby finds and declares as follows:

Tobacco use causes death and disease and continues to be an urgent public health challenge, as evidenced by the following:

· Tobacco-related illness is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States, accounting for about 443,000 deaths each year;
· In New York State there are 25,500 deaths every year from causes attributable to smoking; and 

· Tobacco use can cause chronic lung disease, coronary heart disease, and stroke, in addition to cancer of the lungs, larynx, esophagus, and mouth;

Secondhand smoke has been repeatedly identified as a health hazard, as evidenced by the following:

· The U.S. Surgeon General concluded that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke;

· Secondhand smoke exposure causes as many as 300,000 children in the United States to suffer from lower respiratory tract infections, such as pneumonia and bronchitis, exacerbates childhood asthma, and increases the risk of acute, chronic, middle ear infection in children; 

· Secondhand smoke has been designated as a known human carcinogen by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Public Health Service’s National Toxicology Report; 

· The 2006 U.S. Surgeon General Report on Involuntary Exposure to Secondhand Smoke concludes that even brief exposures to secondhand smoke may increase the severity of asthma attacks and lower respiratory tract infections, especially in children, and have adverse effects on the heart; and

· Secondhand smoke is responsible for approximately 47,400 deaths among nonsmokers each year in the United States;

Smokeless tobacco is not a safe alternative to smoking and also causes death and disease, as evidenced by the following:

· Smokeless tobacco use causes leukoplakia, a disease causing white patches to form in the user’s mouth that can become cancerous;

· Smokeless tobacco products are known to cause lung, larynx, esophageal, and oral cancer;  and

· The regular use of snuff doubles the user’s risk of cardiovascular disease and death;

Exposure to secondhand smoke anywhere has negative health impacts, and exposure to secondhand smoke occurs at significant levels outdoors, as evidenced by the following:

· Irritation from secondhand smoke begins at levels as low as 4 micrograms per cubic meter, and in some outdoor situations this level can be found as far away as 13 feet from the burning cigarette;  

· To be completely free from exposure to secondhand smoke in outdoor places, a person may have to move nearly 25 feet away from the source of the smoke, about the width of a two lane road;  and

· A 2006 study by the California Air Resources Board found that at typical outdoor locations, persons may be exposed to tobacco smoke levels as high as indoor secondhand smoke concentrations; 

Cigarette butts are a major and persistent source of litter, as evidenced by the following: 

· Over two billion cigarette butts are discarded every day worldwide, and Americans alone discard more than 175 million pounds of cigarette butts every year;  

· Cigarette filters have been found in the stomachs of fish, birds, and other animals that mistake them for food, thus swallowing harmful plastic and toxic chemicals; and

· Cigarette filters and plastic wraps from cigarette packages are not biodegradable and cigarette related waste discarded in parks, along sidewalks, and in street gutters make their way through storm drains into creeks and rivers leaking dangerous chemicals into our watershed;

Cigarette butts pose a health threat to young children, as evidenced by the following: 

· In 2004, American poison control centers received nearly 8,000 reports of children poisoned by the ingestion of cigarettes, cigarette butts, and other tobacco products;  and

· Children who ingest cigarette butts can experience vomiting, nausea, lethargy, and gagging;  
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COLTON RECREATION TOBACCO-FREE POLICY

Resolution # 5 – 2014
Children are currently unprotected from tobacco smoke in outdoor areas where they are likely to be present, such as our beaches, parks and playgrounds; 

Each day more than 4,000 youth nationwide try smoking for the first time, and another 2,000 youth become regular daily smokers; 

Creating tobacco free zones in certain public spaces where children and adults are likely to congregate, and/or where persons cannot readily escape from exposure to tobacco smoke, will protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of our community; 

NOW THEREFORE, tobacco use is not allowed in Colton Playgrounds, Beaches, Parks and Recreation areas.  It is the intent of the Town of Colton, in enacting this policy, to provide for the public health, safety, and welfare by protecting the public and the environment from tobacco-related litter; by discouraging the inherently dangerous behavior of tobacco use around non-tobacco users, especially children; by protecting the public from exposure to secondhand smoke where they play, exercise, and relax; by reducing the potential for children to wrongly associate tobacco use with a healthy lifestyle; and by affirming and promoting a healthy environment in and around our recreational areas. 

Motion # 13

AUTHORIZE BOOKKEEPER TO ATTEND TRAINING/CONFERENCE
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize Shelley Rayner to attend training May 8 in Saratoga Springs and PERMA Conference May 22 & 23 in Lake George.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 14

APPOINT COURT BAILIFF
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to appoint Guy Smiley as Court Bailiff as recommended by Judge Robar.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn.

Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried, 8:35 p.m.











__________________________________










         Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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