Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, May 11, 2016
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main Street, Colton, 13625

Present: 	Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Donald Shoen
	Donna Arquiett, Clerk                                                                                                Katheryn Hayes
	Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.                                                                                    Ronald Robert
	                                                                                                                                    Grace Hawley 
		
Absent: Kevin Hawley

Others Present: Arlene Gotham, Freda Whitman, Jane Mousaw, Iris Fry, Geraldine Johnson, Len Page, 
	          Bessie Page, Sharon Bonno, Nancy Fisher, Eugene Bonno, Julia Regan, Dawn Atkinson,         
             William Atkinson, Pat Barbalich, Colleen Regan, Cyndy Hennessy, Jerry Wilson, 
	          Mary Jane Watson, Joe McWilliams, Ed Fuhr, Tina Miller, Donald Bosjolie, Ella Robert,
             Scott Muller, Ike Cook, Jim McConkey and Becki Barlow

Supervisor Bulger called the regular monthly meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 PM.

Mr. Bulger asked for a motion to accept the agenda as written.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as written.
Ayes   5   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger 
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the minutes of April 13, 2016  Regular Monthly meeting. 
Ayes   5   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 5, TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve the bills on Warrant # 5, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   5   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  51,113.18
Highway Fund	$  15,078.15
Colton Light District	$       762.00
South Colton Light District	$       717.72
Sewer District #1	$    2,352.06
Water District #1	$    3,077.22

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Page, member of the Colton-Pierrepont Raqueteers, thanked the Board for the invite. He expressed his concern the group has to sign a contract, work for the money and submit a voucher with a receipt for payment. We used to volunteer to fold newsletters, now they are scheduled to work a number of hours. We feel the volunteering would get more turnout, than to be demanded. Thank you for listening and hope you consider changing things. A 40 minute discussion ensued with several of the Raqueteers speaking.

Mr. Bulger replied he will call the Association of Towns and NYS Comptroller’s Office to find the correct way to handle this situation. As it has been, we cannot “donate” money, that’s why the contract.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Mr. Bulger read aloud Mr. Perkins’ e-mail: It looks as though I will not be attending tonight’s meeting. If you could pass along some updates please?
  I proposed the resolution to the county in Support for the Campground improvements up near Hamm’s Inn, in a Special Board meeting we had, and it passed unanimously.
 As you have probably read we have just had two more Assistant DA’s resign leaving the DA’s office with 7 Attorneys now.
 We are also trying to get our state legislators to carry a bill that will also allow the Sheriff to issue Pistol Licensing within the county.
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DPW REPORT Mr. Richards expanded a little on the solar proposals.
Transfer - We met with Casella in regards to renewing a contract.  A five year contract gives the town better rates due to signing for longer period vs. the three years discussed.  The per ton for garbage is the biggest margin jump the first year going from $88.00 a ton to $112.00.  Casella is taking a loss on our locked in pricing in the current contract.  There will be no change for the remaining 4 years thereafter per ton-wise.  The new contract increases hauling about $10.00 per haul each year of the contract.  We plan to finalize the contract for the June meeting.   
Waste Water & Water - Due to our A-2 Form, additional lab work, a comprehensive visit to our WWTP from DEC and our town engineers visiting the DEC on our behalf our score rating went from a 26 to a 140 point rating for needs based plant.   That put us 3rd out of 548 plants in class 7 category as needing replacement/aid.  Curb stop evaluation and repair on SH 56 will be our next project coming up.   
Building and Grounds - Museum work has taken a little bit of a back seat on sunny days.  Pouring the concrete walks and aprons on the recreation building and clean up at swift parking lot and surrounding area is well under way.  Thanks to the highway for their assistance.  The windows are still tabled for discussion and are awaiting the board's decision on that project.  The Tri County Solar Consortium is now asking for municipal entities to commit to the new PPA which is proposed at last board meeting to be passed this month to be in for the early round.  

A brief discussion was held explaining the fuel savings with window replacement. Window replacement will lead to a marked reduction in heating costs and considerate savings to the Colton Taxpayer, remarked Mr. Bulger.

Motion # 4
COVER THE REMAINING $3,000 FOR MUSEUM WINDOWS
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to cover the remaining $3,000 necessary to replace the windows at the Museum. 
Ayes   4   Hayes, Shoen, Hawley, Bulger 
Noes   1   Robert 
Motion carried

Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE SIGNING CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize signing the South Jefferson Lewis BOCES Consortium PPA.
Ayes   5   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger 
Noes   0    
Motion carried

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Safety protocol was discussed with PERMA this past week and preventive measures were reviewed on some arenas.  Cards came in for BTI Crew and DPW on the First Aid and CPR/AED training which was complete last month.  A review on carbon monoxide detectors was discussed for all commercial building monitored by NCC.  This is a new code rule which municipalities must comply.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
23 Permits were issued so far this year and four more permits are partially pending further information.  The ZBA granted two variances, one on a subdivision lot on the Trimm Rd. and one for a possible campsite close to Sevey's corner. The campground is on hold until the applicant gets paperwork to APA and DEC.

DOG WARDEN REPORT Mr. McConkey reported:
Most of the calls received this past month were concerning wildlife. I don’t have the authority to pick up wild animals that is DEC’s responsibility, call 518-964-6740. We have been issuing notices for expired dog licenses. A Yorkshire named Peanut was loose, got picked up by someone cut her hair then decided he shouldn’t keep her. He then tied her to the pole outside the Humane Society. Later he called to tell what happened. Peanut has been returned home, had a litter of puppies 4 days later, and the person is now facing charges.

LIBRARY REPORT  Mrs. Fisher reported:
The Library Annual Report is completed; copies are available at the Library and Town Hall. A gentleman has offered his free services to anyone wishing to learn more on their computer. He is available Friday mornings at the Library, call and make an appointment 262-2310. Lastly, Dennis Eickhoff is working on another grant.

PLANNING/ ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported:
At the last meeting we discussed the resolution for changing the camp lot size to meet the State requirements; the Public Hearing will be May 24th at 7:00 p.m. at the JR Watson Community Center in South Colton. There has been no official contact or application from Dollar General. The parcel they inquired about is not zoned for retail.
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
Informal Hearings –   There are three more hearing dates prior to grievance.  At this time everyone who has phoned the assessment office has been scheduled for a hearing.  We will continuously monitor the phones.  I recommend if you are planning on attending a hearing to call the office soon.     All hearings and grievance are being held at the Town Hall at 94 Main Street.   The Board of Assessment Review (grievance) will be held May 24, 2016 between the hours of 4 pm – 8 pm.
Update STAR – What we know so far….As part of the 2016-17 New York State Budget, the STAR school property tax exemption is being transitioned to a new personal income tax (PIT) credit program.  The legislation also allows those property owners eligible for the PIT credit to receive an accelerated payment directly from New York State.  The information the assessment community is receiving from Albany on how the program is to be administered is a bit confusing.  Although, it is prudent to add that the information provided so far is subject to change as more information becomes available.  The registration process will be through an on-line or phone registration directly through New York State.  It will NOT be administered through the assessment office. The initial letters to those who applied for a new STAR beginning 3/01/2015 will receive a letter with more details as soon as NYS releases them.  The only part that the assessor’s office will play in this process is physical mailing of the letters.  This will be for property owners who are new home owners as of 03/01/2015.  The number and web address and telephone number to the state will be noted in the letters and posted on the Town of Colton web site once the program is up and running.  As of Today the following is direct verbiage from NYS:
“ To the Assessment Community”
Implementation of the new STAR credit program is moving swiftly. We expect to announce the opening of registration options (online and via phone) in the upcoming days.
Once registration is available, we’ll provide you with language to notify recent STAR applicants of the need to register with the Tax Department.
In the meantime, we’re working on FAQs and other online resources to help you and homeowners with the transition to the new program.
Remember, if you had the BASIC or Enhanced STAR prior to 03/01/2015, you will continue to receive the exemption in the same manner. Unless... you choose to receive a check vs. receiving the exemption directly on your school bill.  In that case you may call or go online and register with the state.  If you do this, you will never be allowed to return to the exemption program.  
There will be more to come.  Watch our web page for future updates.  Please do not call the town clerk or assessment office for updates.  When the sites are available it will be posted immediately.  Also, I will make sure there are “frequently asked questions and answers” provided on the web page.
All other exemptions will not be affected by this process.

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Bulger covered the highlights of Mr. Hawley’s written report:
· Since the last board meeting, we have been concentrating on spring cleanup. We did have to side step a little on the 26th with a snow storm; we had to harness the trucks back up for one more plowing. Hopefully that is out of mother natures’ system now. We are pretty well done with spring cleanup this week should finish Colton then we have two days or so on Cottage Road.
· The next order of business is grading of dirt roads. This will take about two weeks, and then we can start our summer capital work. I plan on starting on French Pond Road; we have about two weeks work there left to get the remainder of it ready for paving.
·  The next project we will be working on is Riehl Road, we have a lot of work to do on this road including a very deep culvert to replace that I expect to take a week alone. This culvert replacement will require the road to be closed during that time. I will put up our message board prior to this in order to alert everyone, and I will also put it on Potsdam Radio Station. 
· The lowboy trailer that I've been after is in the auction tomorrow in Syracuse. I am leaving at 4 A.M. to go. The outright price that OGS came up with was $20,000. I am hopeful that it will be considerably cheaper in the auction. 
· I would like to ask the board to approve a budget adjustment on both the revenue side as well as the expenditure side of Chips to reflect the extra money from the Governors new "Pave N.Y." program. Originally we budgeted $124,000 our apportionment from Pave N.Y. is $28,787, this will bring our total Chips allocation to $152,787.

Motion # 6
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize the budget amendment to increase the CHIPs revenue line DA3501.1 $28,787 and increase the contractual line DA5112.22 $27,787.
Ayes   5   Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried
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TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Spring activities are in full swing and planning for summer is well underway. 
Caring for Colton Days in May - During May the committee focuses on cleaning up, planting and mulching landscaped areas within the town’s three parks plus other sites sanctioned by the town for volunteer assistance to the Department of Public Works.  Leads for each site determine when the work will be done; however, each year we try to have a focused day to involve others in the volunteer activities.  On Saturday, May 21 work is being planned for several sites including John Stone Memorial Nature Trail, Colton Museum, World War 2 Memorial (corner of State Highway 56 and Main Street), Sunday Rock Park, and possibly elsewhere.  The backup rain date is Sunday, May 22.  Also a group plans to pick up trash along Lenny Road.  Anyone wishing to help or be connected with leads should contact Ruth McWilliams (ruth@catamountlodge.com; 315-262-2450).
John Stone Memorial Nature Trail - We greatly appreciate assistance by Katie LaShomb and her Girl Scout troop in helping Kirke Perry do spring cleanup along the trail in April as well as Kevin Hawley and his crew for creating the new parking area serving the trail and the town’s bike park.  As we continue to work on the new kiosk for the town’s trail and bike park Kirke is now coordinating with Darren Richards on new steps along the trail.  Trail work will continue on May 21/22 as part of Caring for Colton Day.
Summer Schedule / Colton Riverside Performances - The committee’s summer schedule of activities will be finalized in early June; however the series of summer music performances is set and the schedule is attached for sharing via the town newsletter.  It also will be posted on the town’s website under News and in the online calendar.  There is no charge for the music performances as the performances are made possible in part with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts, with the support of Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and administered by the St. Lawrence County Arts Council.  The grant funds are complemented by upfront support from five businesses—Adirondack Canoe & Kayak Co., Hide Away Café, Paula Youmell / Wise Woman Nurse, Raquette River Pub, and White’s General Store.  Throughout the summer we plan to raise the balance needed to cover performer fees and other expenses.  And, as done in the past, a piece of artwork will be raffled during each performance.  This year 2x2 foot barn quilts painted with the help of Colton-Pierrepont Central School Art Club students will be raffled.  In June the barn quilts will be displayed in the Colton Hepburn Library where tickets can be purchased for each until raffled.
Art Around Town / Barn Quilt Project - As of yesterday thirty (30) barn quilts are installed around town for public as well as private enjoyment.  Photos of each are posted on the town website at: http://www.townofcolton.com/photos--locations-in-town.html.  Given the growing interest in barn quilts the committee has raised its goal and now seeks to have forty-five (45) barn quilts up around town by the end of 2016.  Also the committee is exploring with the CPCS Art Department the idea of having a barn quilt studio and store in town to overcome issues related to the storage and mobility of supplies, availability of appropriate work space, and the display and sale of barn quilts.  The next Basic ‘How-to’ Workshop & Painting Session is scheduled for May 27-29 in Hannawa Falls; and details about it, including registration and costs, are available on the town website at: http://www.townofcolton.com/links--announcements.html.
Next Monthly Meeting – June 7 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall - The agenda will focus on summer activities including Colton Country Days which will be a week of activities from July 17-24.  Cyndy Hennessy, as President of the Colton Historical Society, is being assisted by Sue Ames and Judy Brassard with planning.  Anyone wishing to organize events should call Cyndy (315-262-2524).

2016 COLTON RIVERSIDE PERFORMANCES

Wednesday, June 29 (6:30pm) – 12 Struck Plus (Gazebo)
Contact: Bruce Dewey
Event includes food & drinks by Colt’s Pride Booster Club
Barn quilt to be raffled – Mighty Star

Wednesday, July 20 (6:30pm) – New Horizons Band of Northern New York (Green on Main Street)
Contact: Ron Berry
Event includes ice cream social by St. Patrick’s – St. Paul’s Altar Rosary Society
Barn quilt to be raffled – Duck & Ducklings

Wednesday, August 3 (6:30pm) – Northern Lights Orchestra (Pavilion)
Contact:  Carol Kissam
Event includes food & drink by Colt’s Pride Booster Club
Barn quilt to be raffled – Star Over Cabin

Wednesday August 17 (6:30pm) – King Kong & Fay Wray (Gazebo)
Contact:  Andy Van Duyne
Event includes food & drinks by Colt’s Pride Booster Club 
Barn quilt to be raffled – Country Roads
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Wednesday, August 31 (6:30pm) – The Hoax (Gazebo)
Contact: Dan Sullivan-Catlin (Gazebo)
Event includes food & drinks by Colt’s Pride Booster Club
Barn quilt to be raffled – Card Tricks

Wednesday, September 14 – Bee Children (Gazebo)
Contact: John Collins
Event includes ice cream social by St. Patrick’s – St. Paul’s Altar Rosary Society
Barn quilt to be raffled – North Woods (Tree)

****Note:  Backup location for all performances is the Pavilion at Swift Field in South Colton ****

SPONSORS

Grant Support for the Summer Series: This project is made possible in part with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts, with the support of Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and administered by the St. Lawrence County Arts Council.

Local Businesses Supporting the Summer Series: Adirondack Canoe & Kayak Co.; Hide Away Café; Paula Youmell / Wise Woman Nurse; Raquette River Pub; and White’s General Store

Bti REPORT  Mr. Bulger read aloud Ms. Malik’s report:
· All streams have been treated once and we are well into the second round of treatments.  All the bypass areas of the river have been treated twice already.
· The mosquito control program is progressing the same; we are on the second round of treating the standing waters that contain mosquito larvae.
· The main part of the river was treated for the first time this week because we only recently found larvae there.  This is typical.  Currently the Brookfield generators from Rainbow through South Colton are shut down from 11pm until 8:50am.  We treated this section of the river at 5:30am on 5/9/16.   The less water, the less Bti we need to use.  Treating the river in this manner saved $850 for the one treatment.
· I did notice more adult black flies at the end of April in the treatment area than normal.  If a stream was missed or a treatment was ineffective, there would be pupae in the streams. (Pupae are the cocoon stage after the larval stage).  I double checked my streams and many of the crew’s streams.  We are not finding any pupae.  My only explanation for more black flies is that wind blew them in from the outside untreated areas.  Adults only live 1-2 weeks.  I am noticing it being much better the last few days.

 MOSQUITOES
· All the logging activity that has occurred in Town has also created a lot more mosquito habitat.  Skidder ruts hold water for a long time and don’t have the natural predators that the larger wetland areas do.  Every time you create a hole or depression--- with tire tracks, by removing rocks to make a stone wall, even digging leeks…this depression can collect and hold water and become breeding habitat for mosquitoes.


YARD & HOME CHECKLIST FOR REDUCING MOSQUITO HABITAT
1. Get rid of old tires, tin cans, buckets, drums, bottles or any container that can hold water
1. Fill or drain any low places (puddles & ruts) in yard
1. Keep drains, ditches and culverts clean of weeds and trash so water will drain properly
1. Cover trash containers to keep out rain water.
1. If you have a rain barrel, cover it with a screen small enough that adult mosquitoes can’t get through to lay eggs in the water
1. Repair leaky pipes and outside faucets
1. Empty plastic wading pools at least once a week & store indoors when not in use
1. Make sure your backyard pool is properly cared for
1. Clean clogged roof gutters & drains
1. Flip over wheelbarrows and boats, old freezers or refrigerators that have the door removed
1. Fill in tree rot holes and hollow stumps that hold water with sand or concrete (these can breed an unbelievable amount of mosquitoes!)
1. Change the water in bird baths and plant pots or drip trays at least once each week
1. Keep grass cut short and shrubbery well-trimmed around the house so adult mosquitoes will not hide there

 All mosquitoes need water to complete their life cycle. So, if you take even a few of these simple positive steps to remove standing water in your yard, you will make a significant difference in the adult mosquitoes we have in Colton
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CLERK’S REPORT
· It’s time to start the process for the summer swim program. The request for a bus has been sent to the school for their meeting next Tuesday. After that, it’s arranging the insurances involved and of course hiring the bus driver. Mr. Perkins submitted his application some time ago. 
· The program this year will run an hour longer, which we budgeted for. 
· We will set up a phone chain and remind parents we need a “good” contact number for when they are dismissed early.
· We need written permission for kids to be left at places other than their pickup points. NO texts or hear say from the child!
· While at conference, the gentleman from the State Gaming Commission read my name tag and asked if we had a local law for gaming. He thought the Colton AmVets was in Colton. After a brief conversation he did mention we needed a local law for raffles and to contact him if I needed help with it. Therefore that is my current undertaking. 
· I’ve received a couple calls lately from people asking about the Youth Fishing Derby, Colton Country Day and Flotilla. I’m working on getting our summer/yearly events in chronological order to put on both our website and facebook page. 
· We are at the end of Tax Collection and will settle up with the County the first week of June. To date, we have collected 81% of the warrant, last year on this date we collected 96 %. This is due to Erie Blvd. paying in installments.

Motion # 7
HIRE SUMMER SWIM BUS DRIVER
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to hire James Perkins as summer swim bus driver at the hourly wage of $18/hour with a six-hour standard day for retirement purposes.
Ayes   5   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Robert,  Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

TOWN ENGINEER’s REPORT  Mr. Cook reported:
The last steps have been completed to put the Town in a better position for grant funding in the next round in September/October. We are ranked 3rd in need of aid for WWTP upgrade. Soon we will have to address the water/sewer rate adjustments.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Robert,  Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried, 8:35 p.m.



										______________________________
										      Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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