Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, July 9, 2014
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.							   Donald Shoen
												   
Absent: Kevin Hawley and Ronald Robert

Others present: Tina Miller, Ike Cook, Robert Koszarek, Mary Jane Watson, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Victor Barbosa, Kevin LaMora, L. Michael Page, Elaine Porter, Art Wilson, Jean Miller, Bill Mousaw, Joan Kilroy, Scott Sutherland, Jean Supernault and Floyd Supernault 
		 
Supervisor Bulger opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Bulger asked the Board to review the agenda and offer a motion to accept it.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.
Ayes   4    Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Mr. Bulger asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting, June 11, 2014.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 7 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 7, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes  4   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes  0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  42,071.58 
Highway Fund	$  29,984.04   
Colton Light District	$       626.12 
South Colton Light District	$       594.03 
Sewer District #1	$    1,673.02
Water District #1	$    2,754.07


The following accounts are over budget as of June 30, 2014:

General Fund: 
A1910.4	Unallocated Ins..		$ 1,582.00
A5140.1	Brush & Weeds. P.S.		        18.48	   
A7140.4	Rec. Areas, Contr.		   2,025.06		
			                 TOTAL     $ 3,625.54        		

Recommendation for transfer:
A1990.4	Contingency			$ 5,625.54     Extra $2000 for Rec. Areas, Contr., 6 months left in yr.
				     TOTAL     $ 5,625.54	


COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Elaine Porter, President, Senior Racqueteers, referenced the letter sent to the Town validating what their organization does to support and benefit the community. She stated they are willing to do what they are contractually obligated to do. Mr. Page commented they provided more hours than necessary at the information centers last year. He noted they have approximately 80 members. Mr. Bulger stated the contract is something that will be reviewed at budget time.
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COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT Mr. Sutherland reported: The Town looks great. He also stated the County is gearing up for budget time. He spoke briefly about the tax cap, 5year plan and the issue that arose regarding spending funds.

DOG CONTROL REPORT Mr. Bulger reported the Dog Warden is issuing letters to comply to be followed with court appearance tickets.

ASSESSOR’S REORT Ms. Miller reported: Robert Koszarek from the KLW Group has been here for a number of days.  We attended the Higley Association meeting on Tuesday, July 8 and spoke briefly on the reassessment.  We would like to extend a thank you to the association for the invitation.  If there are other groups who would like us to attend and provide information about the ongoing revaluation please feel free to call the office and we will do our best to attend.  The number for the assessor’s office is (315) 262-2848.
Robert, myself and Patricia Fletcher from St. Lawrence County Real Property have been working diligently on sketching all of the properties in the town.   We would like to thank the property owners for their cooperation and courtesy during our visits.  Sketching and photographing is a important way of updating the property files and provides additional verification of information to ensure accuracy when valuation takes place.
Please be aware that I will be in Cornell for a 5 day intensive training program and exam on day 6.  If you need to contact the assessor’s office call 262-2848 and leave a message with your name and number.  Calls will be returned as soon as possible.  If it is felt the situation is an emergency contact St. Lawrence County Real Property at (315) 379-2292.

Bti REPORT Mr. Bulger read: The Aquatic permits for black fly and mosquito control will expire this month so we will be finishing up our 29th season. There are a number of policies that are unique to the Bti Program that are not in the employee handbook because  either updates have not been added or, specific issues  were voted on by the Board but did not become written policy, which I’d like to address at some time. Mr. Bulger stated he would discuss the policy change requests with Ms. Malik.

LIBRARY REPORT Mrs. Supernault, Library Trustee, provided the Board with the annual report and asked about the Library step repair project.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported: About 12 building permits had been issued last month. Mr. Bulger added that Mr. Thomas has been addressing building and ground maintenance on Main St.

RECREATION REPORT Mr. LaMora reported: He thanked Mrs. McWilliams for her assistance. He stated both two National Woman Hockey Players, Brandi Fisher and Chris Bailey will be attending the Youth Fishing Derby. They will have a meet & greet from Noon to 2:00. Also, Zach Gibson, Norwood-Norfolk graduate and weight-lifting record holder will be in attendance. Mr. LaMora reported he has over $7,000 in prizes. The Youth Fishing Derby is Sunday, July 20.

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station- We are currently checking and visiting the transfer station during evenings and weekend hours when we are not open to increase our security of our transfer station.  We remind people to continue to recycle the best they can for constant cost reduction and environment reasons as well.  Casella has asked if we can reduce our food contaminate due to the contamination level is creeping up on them.
Sewer & Water - The town engineer is about finished with our engineering planning grant application for our WWTP.  Our most significant change will be a different sludge disposal method in which we are researching.  We are having a difficult time with sludge hauling.  Hydrants flushed and serviced.  Sewer lines have been started in routine jetting.  A few trouble spots were already diverted from an emergency situation due to preventive maintenance.  Infrastructure issues are being worked on in many mechanical areas in Water and Sewer this is partly due by summer hires freeing up valuable maintenance time for our skilled crew members.
Building and Grounds - Demolition and clean up are complete on 90 Main St.  I would like to say that the entire project went smoothly on everyone’s efforts from Highway, DPW, ATL, LVI, Code Officer, and First Class recycling.  A surveyor has been asked to survey our new property between the library and town hall in preparation of a possible right away swap with a neighboring property owner.   Athletic field is being used more this year than any other year.  We have six leagues currently using Swift fields this summer.  15 trees were planted for a vegetative easement buffer for Swift but did not eliminate our buffer issue due to trees do not provide the desired coverage. Our museum study on the roof is complete with the recommendation to keep the same style roof and apply the same application on the museum due to parapet issues.  Enclosed is a letter from the engineer. The face lift to the town hall is next on project lists, and then retaining wall reinforcement at the transfer station will be next after that. The Library step project has been advertised since no estimates came in from those invited to propose a bid. Opening date for bids is July 24.
Other: - Wifi at the J R Watson Community Center in South Colton is waiting on the installer at this point. The range will encompass the pavilion. Our two summer hires continue to impress the DPW on their work performance each week.
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TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported: Summertime activities kicked off in June with the opening of the two information centers plus a very successful orchestra performance at the Pavilion.  As we move forward with the following activities we are closing out the town logo project with the school.  We very much appreciate contributions made by art teacher Krystal Stowe and her students in helping the town explore options and develop the basic structure of the final logo design now being used.

Information Centers
Scott Muller is once again assisting Ruth McWilliams with organizing the staffing of the two information centers—Colton Information Center at Stone Valley (in Museum on Main Street) and Raquette River Information Center (in South Colton on State Highway 56).  During July and August both are open from 10am to 2pm on Saturday and Sunday.  Also during the week the Colton Information Center is open from 10am to 2pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday; and the Raquette River Information Center is open from 10am to 2pm on Tuesday and Thursday.   We will strive to keep the information centers open as planned during July and August for a total of 300 hours.  Staffing is, however, challenging even with the agreement the town has in place with the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers to provide 100 hours of staffing assistance valued at $15 per hour.  The Senior Racqueteers are questioning the existing agreement and ask that other ways they serve the community (e.g., delivering Meals on Wheels, driving people to the doctor, etc.) also be valued for the $1500 they annually request from the town even though other services are not provided by or paid for by the Town of Colton per se.

Colton Country Days
The committee is assisting the Colton Historical Society and other organizers with publicity for the multi-day celebration from July 16-20.  The schedule includes traditional Colton Country Day events on Saturday, July 19 and much more before and after as follows.
· July 16 – Gazebo Performance at 6:30pm / An Evening of Adirondack Music by Dave Ruch, Sue Grimm Hanley and Jamie Savage (Pavilion is rain location)
· July 17 and 18 – Stage show at 7pm of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee by Grasse River Players for The Sunday Rock Legacy Project (CPCS Auditorium)
· July 19 – Full-day of activities including frog jumping contest, vendors, chicken barbecue, used book sale, children’s games, noontime performance by Sweet Adelines Acapella North Chorus and more from 9am to 3pm; followed by ice cream social and fireworks at Firemen’s Field at 7:30pm (Pavilion is rain location for some daytime activities)
· July 20 – Fishing derby at 8am (behind Town Hall with registration starting at 7am) plus final stage show of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (CPCS Auditorium) at 3pm

Flea Market / Town-wide Garage/Yard Sales
Committee is preparing for the annual Flea Market at the Pavilion on Saturday, July 26 from 9am to 4pm being held in conjunction with town-wide garage/yard sales on July 26-27.  Once again a map will be produced of event locations during the weekend.  Anyone wishing to have their location on the map should call Town Clerk Donna Arquiett (262-2810 x1).  Vendor fees and silent auction proceeds from the Flea Market at the Pavilion will support the summer music series.  Vendors and others wishing information about the town’s Flea Market should contact Judy Brassard, owner of Three Falls Antiques (265-2566; 262-2166; mbrassa1@twcny.rr.com).

Next Meeting
Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for August 12 to discuss specific park/site projects.

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported: The hydrants are flushed and serviced both in town and school areas.  Fans were purchased to exhaust harmful chemicals treated at the Sewer Plant.  Tick bites were discussed and logged with BTI technicians;  Andrea Malik is handling documentation and safety prevent and post treatment education quite well.  Generator at Highway Garage was repaired and brought on line after summer storm. 

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Bulger Highway report previously submitted:
Since the last board meeting, we finished up 90 Main Street Demolition and site clean-up. We also finished grading the dirt roads. We have our roadsides better than half mowed. We are going to start culvert replacement next week on Cottage Road. We only have two crossings to do, one needs to be over sized, for when there is a heavy rain, it occasionally runs over the road. The other one is a new install we have been having problems with a driveway pipe for years, it freezes in the winter. I’m going to put a pipe across the road and eliminate the problem. Other than that we are installing 2 driveway pipes and that area will be ready for paving. As always we will do our best to minimize traffic disruption during this work. When we do pave I plan to pave one shot full width, this means the road will be shut down for the entire day. While this is an inconvenience it does make for a much nicer job as there is no center joint to allow water into the sub base. I will notify the people effected either by a mailing like we did last time or a message board from the dot or the county if one is available.
  After Cottage Road is ready we will be heading to the Stark Road to prepare a section of that for resurfacing. I have several culverts to replace there and some ditching to do as well.
  I advertised for bids for sidewalk replacement on route 56. We received 2 bids, of which Casey Collins was low bidder. This will begin soon, after we get our paving done as we are doing the removal of the old sidewalk.

3
PLANNING/ZONING REPORT Ms. Kilroy reported: This is the busy season, we have been meeting monthly. She asked the Board to give a dedicated line to the Code Office. Mr. Bulger replied that he has one, it’s currently being used by the company doing the reval and that it will be solely available to the Code Office when the reval is complete.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported the swim program has a record number of children enrolled this year with a total of 45. This time of year it’s fishing licenses and genealogy requests.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Town Logo – The final logo has been chosen, it depicts the Library and a waterway and trees/forest.
90 Main St. – It has not been decided what will happen in this vacant lot, whether be green space, parking or a building. Mr. Bulger stated he is waiting for a decision from the Fire Department as to what they are going to do with the old building. 

NEW BUSINESS
ATV Law – Mr. Bulger stated the Attorneys are still working on the wording .
Speed control device – Mr. Richards stated they had to make different arrangements with the power company for hookup so it could be billed properly.
Budget 2015 – Mr. Bulger stated he will start the budget process in August instead of September this year.

Motion # 4
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn.
Ayes   4    Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried, adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 



									__________________________________
									           Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk







  
