Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, August 13, 2014

County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor





Councilpersons: Grace Hawley


  Donna Arquiett, Clerk







   Katheryn Hayes


  










   Donald Shoen













   Ronald Robert

Absent: Kevin Hawley and Darren Richards

Others present: Victor Barbosa, Tina Miller, Mary Jane Watson, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Victor Barbosa, Bill Mousaw,
Mary Long and Ed Fuhr

Supervisor Bulger opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Bulger asked the Board to review the agenda and offer a motion to accept it.

Motion # 1

ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept the agenda as is.

Ayes   4    Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Bulger

Noes   1    Robert
Motion carried
Mr. Bulger asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 2

ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of  July 9 and the special meeting of August 7, 2014
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 8 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 8, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

General Fund
$  40,612.63
Highway Fund
$  17,471.18
Colton Light District
$       727.32
South Colton Light District
$       688.59
Sewer District #1
$    4,000.41
Water District #1
$    4,568.36
The following accounts are over budget as of July 31, 2014:
General Fund: 

A1910.4
Unallocated Ins..

$    623.00
A3650.4
Demo, unsafe Bldgs.

   8,874.04

A5140.1
Brush & Weeds. P.S.

        81.16
   




                 TOTAL     $ 9,578.20        



Recommendation for transfer:

A1990.4
Contingency


$ 9,578.20     




     TOTAL     $ 9,578.20

Motion # 4


ADOPT LOCAL LAW # 1 – 2014
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt Local Law # 1 – 2014 as follows.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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Local Law # 1 – 2014

TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c
Section 1. Legislative Intent
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Colton pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Colton to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2015 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 2.  Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.
Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override

The Town Board of the Town of Colton, County of St. Lawrence is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2015 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise proscribed in General Municipal Law, §3-c.

Section 4. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
No one wished to speak.
LEGISLATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Sutherland stopped in to see Mr. Bulger to say he was unable to make the meeting and stated that if the Board had any questions, call him.

DOGWARDEN REPORT
Mr. Bulger reported Lenita Jenks, Dog Warden submitted her resignation, effective August 26, 2014. She stated it was brought to her attention, she can’t be the Dog Warden and also breed dogs for sale. There also had been a couple of anonymous threats. Mr. Bulger stated we have to enforce licensing, send notices and then issue summons. Mr. Robert stated there has to be something done regarding the threatening of the dog wardens, when we find who is doing it, charges will be pressed.
Motion # 5

ACCEPT DOG WARDEN RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded Mr. Shoen to accept the resignation of Lenita Jenks, effective August 26, 2014 and to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise the position.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

ASSESSOR’S  REPORT
· Revaluation Progress - As mentioned at the last meeting, we have primarily been working on sketching all of the properties in the town.   We would like to thank the property owners for their cooperation and courtesy during our visits.  I would like to reiterate, sketching and photographing is an important way of updating the property files and provides additional verification of information to ensure accuracy when valuation takes place.  The yellow door hangers being placed upon visits have been a definite plus to the process.

· Recent/Upcoming Training - Training in Ithaca was superb.  It was by far the most difficult class I have encountered since the beginning of my assessment experiences!  I did not attend the ethics seminar in Watertown so I have picked the class up in Lake George on August 22, 2014.  This is a mandatory seminar that must be completed within one year of appointment as an assessor.   Fees were transferred from the Watertown session to Lake George session. 

· Request for Resolution - I have presented to the board a request for resolution to the RPTL §467 to increase the limits on the sliding income scale for our low income seniors.  If passed, changes will July 1, 2015.  
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT CONTINUED
· Local Law “Change in Level” - I am in the process of preparing a request to the board to adopt a local law for those veterans who currently have the eligible funds veterans exemption (RPTL §458(1)).  This law would allow a “change in level” of the current exemption to the change in level of assessment.  The purpose of this is to increase/decrease veteran’s eligible funds percentages according to the percentage of change in level of assessment each year.  If this law is passed personal invitations will be extended to veterans who currently are receiving the eligible funds veteran’s exemption to meet and discuss the option of either changing to an alternative veteran’s exemption or utilizing the proposed local RPTL §458(5) “change in level” and what it would mean at the time of the initiation of the 100% assessed value.

· Annual NYSAA Meeting - As it seems summer is quickly moving along I wanted to inform you that the NYS Assessor’s Association annual meeting will be approaching.  I am asking permission to attend the seminar from 10/4/14 – 10/8/14.  I will provide the formal request/voucher in the near future.

Motion # 6

ADOPT RESOLUTION # 10-2014 AS WRITTEN BELOW
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt Resolution # 10-2014, Income Limitations for Senior Exemptions as written below.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

INCOME LIMITATIONS FOR SENIOR EXEMPTIONS

Resolution # 10 - 2014
WHEREAS, the Town of Colton shall grant partial exemption to property, from general municipal taxes, 

 that (1) is owned by persons 65 years of age or older, or by certain other persons described under RPTL§467, whose income does not exceed the maximum established by local option, (2) is used exclusively for residential purposes, and (3) has been owned by at least one of its owners for a minimum of 12 consecutive months prior to application for exemption or for a period of time considered to be the equivalent of 12 consecutive months.  No exemption is allowed from special ad valorem levies or special assessments. 

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Real Property Tax Law§467 and Town of Colton Resolution which was originally adopted on April 11,1973 , does set forth new income limitations for the Senior Citizen Exemption.

BE IT RESOLVED that the base income be set at $12,000 for an exempt amount of 50% and a maximum income of $17,699 for an exempt amount of 20%. Municipal resolution shall follow eligibility requirements of the RPTL§467. See exemption limits with sliding scale below.

BE IT RESOLVED an owner receiving this exemption is automatically qualified to receive the STAR exemption provided by RPTL §425.
Senior Citizen Exemption Schedule


    Annual Income                                                           

                Exempt Amount

                0 -------------------> 12,000







50%

       12,001 -------------------> 12,999







45%

       13,000 -------------------> 13,999







40%

       14,000 -------------------> 14,999







35%

       15,000 -------------------> 15,899







30%

       15,900 -------------------> 16,799







25%

       16,800 -------------------> 17,699







20%

Motion # 7

AUTHORIZE TRAINING
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Assessor Miller to attend training in Lake George.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Bti REPORT Mr. Bulger reported Ms. Malik has received her certificate for invasive species, purchased equipment and chemicals for the knotweed pilot project at the Library.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported Mr. Thomas has issued 3 permits. Mr. Bulger stated he has a meeting scheduled with the Planning Board next Tuesday.

RECREATION REPORT Mr. LaMora sent this report:

162 kids participated in the fishing derby and the Grand Champion was Rachel Sleeper. The lunker pool winner was Aiden Hoose and the 4-wheeler went to Giselle Kress of Tupper Lake. Leftover beverages were distributed and given to Helping Hands. Thanks go to Bob Bradish, Tom Bartmess, Beth Sevey and Rod Regan. Also, thanks to Brandy Fisher and Zack Gibson for taking time to come. The next item to address is the speaker system at the ice rink. 
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TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported: 

Summertime Activities: Since the last Town Board meeting the committee has been quite busy with a number of summertime activities including the following:

· Assisting the Colton Historical Society with publicity and doing other things associated with the multi-day Colton Country Day celebration from July 16-20;

· Hosting four music performances, each of which had more than 100 people in attendance;

· Holding the town’s annual Flea Market at the Pavilion; and

· Staffing the two info centers in town plus providing information during a whitewater release day at Stone Valley.

Flea Market:  At the Flea Market we had 22 vendors and 15 contributors to the silent auction, with vendor fees and silent auction proceeds supporting the summer music series.  There was a good steady flow of buyers throughout the day; and vendors seemed quite pleased with sales. The Flea Market was held in conjunction with town-wide garage/yard sales as well as other events around town; and reports from individuals and organizations involved also have been favorable.  Many people made the town’s Flea Market a successful event again this year including Judy Brassard and Sue Ames who organized it.  Special thanks to Donna Arquiett and Bob Blickwedehl for working together to produce a map of weekend sale locations for distribution before and during the weekend.  Many others assisted during the Flea Market including Robin and Marty Avery, Al Ames, Scott Muller, Mary Jane Watson, Judy Filarecki, Joe McWilliams, Kieran Perry, Taryn Barber, members of the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers and members of the Colt’s Pride Booster Club.  We also thank the following for donating items to the silent auction:  Adirondack Fragrance and Flower Farm, Catamount Lodge & Forest, Dawn Davison, Faye Martin, Jean Farnham, Jerry Wilson, Judy Filarecki, Larry Jensen, Linda Harrison, Linda McDonald, Sue Ames, Sunday Rock South Quilters, Three Falls Antiques, Tucker Springs Organics and White’s General Store.

Recreation / Tourism Market and Marketing Opportunities

The town is involved in two projects right now which have market/marketing related analyses associated with them.  Both have short deadlines for developing and reviewing materials.

· A Comprehensive Marketing Plan is being developed by DCG Corplan Consulting as part of a grant-funded Raquette River Blueway Corridor project awarded earlier this year.  The consulting firm has requested input about recreation and tourism projects from communities in the river corridor.  The committee is currently reviewing a 6-page reply which has been studied by the Planning Board.  A special committee meeting will be held on Thursday, August 14, at 3pm in the Raquette River Information Center in South Colton to review feedback and revise the draft for submission by close of business tomorrow.

· A regional Market Assessment and Economic Impact of Whitewater Parks being developed by RPI Consulting as part of the larger St. Lawrence Whitewater Park project also involves Potsdam and Canton.  Review of a preliminary draft is due to Fred Hanss in Potsdam by September 5; so we will need to focus on this document during the next two weeks. 

Although the focus of each varies the analyses provide complementary information for our use.

Next Meeting

During the committee’s next meeting on September 9 we will focus on upcoming priority work, including development of a grant application for summer music performances in 2015.
HIGHWAY REPORT

Since the last board meeting we have been busy ditching and replacing culverts. Cottage Road and Arbuckle Roads are ready for paving. We are also currently working on Stark Road preparing that for paving as well. My original plan was to pave from Raquette River Road intersection to the bridge. That section is pretty well ready. The county crew is running late scheduling our paving, so I am planning on getting the remaining .9 miles ready as well. Originally we were planning on Paving Cottage Road area in July but the county got behind on their own work so the towns are put on the back burner. Right now we are looking at mid September for our work, which works out better from the stand point that most of the "summer" folks have moved home, and the traffic is reduced significantly. We have also finished the roadside mowing with the exception of the Sevey Road.  I needed the brush tractor on Stark Road for our project there. As soon as we are done with it on this road it will be heading to Sevey Road. We did a major over haul on the jointly owned screening plant. Potsdam and Pierrepont sent crews up to help as well as our normal 3 way split on all costs. This venture certainly has paid off well. It amazes me when you put three mechanics from different highway crews together the amount of work that can be done in a short period of time. I have been inquiring on the possible replacement of our excavator. I got a price from Milton Cat, Nortrax John Deere, and Vantage equipment (Volvo Dealer). All three prices are for the replacement of our machine with a new one of the same size.  Vantage equipment came in with the lowest number. Milton Cat was next and John Deere the highest. We are about to make our last payment on our newest plow truck so it makes sense to replace this machine next. Dennis has the information from the 3  bids.  If the board decides to go with this we can do a 3 year lease with First Niagara which is the same as we did with the last two plow trucks and our loader. The payments are  $52,360.79 so the budget would not change significantly. Vantage equipment offered $30,000 trade in on our machine and Milton Cat offered $23000. I would recommend the Volvo bid not only because they are low but they build a real nice machine.  Jim Sheehan has 5 of them and they are a treat to operate!!! If the board was to approve this we could have this machine in time foe the big excavating project coming up next month for the new fire station, as the first payment could be set up for next year. 
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DPW REPORT Mr. Richards gave his report at the Special Meeting on August 7, since he would be out of town for training. Mr. Bulger noted the “facelift” in progress at the Town Hall.
LIBRARY REPORT Mr. Bulger reported the 3 bids were received and opened as advertised. They were reviewed and awarded to Fisher Builders at the last meeting. Mr. Bulger stated he will ask the Library Trustees to pick up half the cost, since that’s what the investment is intended for. The Clerk of the Works will be Ron Robert, without the stipend as mentioned before, he will do it pro-bono.  

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported the Planning Board was done with their part of the revision of the code book. Mrs. Hawley is putting the finishing touches on it.

CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:

1. 4 parcels for auction – trailer on Windmill Rd., camp on Bay Rd., house on Green Pond Ln. and of course the blue house on Sugarbush Ln.

2. Reminder next weekend is the Flotilla and Block Dance sponsored by the Finish Line to support Christmas for Kids in Colton and a section of Main St. will be blocked off from 12 noon to 8 p.m.

3. My next Clerk’s meeting is Sept. 4 and I need permission to attend.

4. Resolution # 9-2014, Support Fort Drum 
5. Pay Lowe’s bill with early bill – otherwise a late fee will apply.

Motion # 8

AUTHORIZE CLERK TO ATTEND MEETING
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize the Town Clerk to attend the SLCMCA Meeting on September 4th, 2014.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 9

ADOPT RESOLUTION # 9-2014
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adopt Resolution # 9-2014, Support Fort Drum as written.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

SUPPORT FORT DRUM

Resolution # 9 – 2014
WHEREAS, the Army released a Supplemental Programmatic Environmental Assessment (SPEA) for Army

2020 Force Structure Realignment in June 2014 to evaluate force reductions and realignments, and

WHEREAS, this proposed action will reduce and align active component Soldiers and Army civilian employees to help the Army meet current and future national security and defense requirements, and

WHEREAS, the Army’s proposal is to reduce end-strength to as low as 420,000, double the reduction proposed in 2013, and

WHEREAS, the Army’s SPEA is looking to cut 16,000 jobs from Fort Drum; 15,417 Soldiers and 583 Army civilians which includes the loss of the 3rd BCT from the 10th Mountain Division which was announced last year, and

WHEREAS, this SPEA looks at the socio-economic impact of this action and it predicts a loss of $877,512,000 in area income, a loss of 19,102 jobs, and a decrease in population of 40,288, and

WHEREAS, Fort Drum and the surrounding communities have developed a unique relationship in regard to providing housing, education, health care, and infrastructure to support the installation, and

WHEREAS, this proposed force reduction under review by the Army would have a devastating impact on jobs, education, health care, quality of life, and the liability of local governments to provide essential services for its residents,

WHEREAS, the board of the Town of Colton recognizes the Army needs to review force reductions and realignments as part of a long-term solution to the current fiscal crisis;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the board of the Town of Colton believes that the proposed  cut of 16,000 at Fort Drum currently under review by the Army will have devastating and long lasting impacts on the local economy as forecast in the Army’s own SPEA, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the board of the Town of Colton asks that the Army, as part of their decision making process, consider our community’s ability to continue to support Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain Division and to provide those essential services needed by our citizens, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the board of the Town of Colton asks that, due to these socio-economic impacts no further reductions in personnel occur at Fort Drum or to the 10th Mountain Division beyond those that were identified in the 2013 PEA.
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Motion # 10
PAY LOWE’S BILL WITH EARLY BILLS
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize payment of the Lowe’s bill with the early bills to avoid a late fee.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Reassessment Contract – in progress.

B. High Speed Internet – Haven’t heard anything about grant and Mr. Bulger is looking into the franchise agreement.
C. Library Steps – discussed earlier.

D. ATV Law – Mr. Bulger spoke with Attorney Gustafson, it’s on hold until he hears more from the County.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Budget prep – Department Head requests are due Aug. 14. A meeting will be scheduled after review.

B. Town Hall Facelift – New shutters installed, walkway/ramp revamped and landscaping being done.

C. Town Website – Mr. Bulger asked Matt Turcotte to take a look at the website and make suggestions. Mr. Turcotte was the entrepreneur that helped with the new Town Logo. Mr. Agel has been the web master and will continue to be involved with it.

D. 90 Main St. ROW – No decision has been made by the homeowners as to where they want to exit their property, either on to SH 56 or Gustin Square. It is uncertain what will be done with 90 Main St. property, it depends on what the Fire Dep’t. decides with the fire station. The Town would trade excavation work of the   “new” fire station for the “old” fire station.

Mr. Bulger asked if there was any more discussion on anything. Mr. Robert said he still wanted Gulf Road widened. He added that Deb Christy has been working on a grant.
Motion # 11
ADJORNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried, 7:55 p.m.











__________________________________











          Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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