Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, September 10, 2014
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Grace Hawley, Deputy Supervisor					Councilpersons: Ronald Robert
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  											   Donald Shoen
												  
 Absent: Dennis Bulger, Kevin Hawley and Darren Richards

Others present: Victor Barbosa, Tina Miller, Mary Jane Watson, Joe McWilliams, Ed Fuhr, Rick Perkins, 
		  Scott Sutherland, Sandy Snyder, Cindy McLean and Joan Kilroy
	 
Deputy Supervisor Hawley opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Mrs. Hawley asked the Board to review the agenda and offer a motion to accept it.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.
Ayes   3   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes
Noes   1   Robert
Motion carried

Mrs. Hawley asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of  August 13 as written.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 9 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to approve the bills on Warrant # 9, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes      Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
Noes   0
Motion carried


General Fund	$  51,815.43
Highway Fund	$  13,713.52
Colton Light District	$       696.08
South Colton Light District	$       659.90
Sewer District #1	$    1,150.76
Water District #1	$    2,920.58


The following accounts are over budget as of August 31, 2014:

General Fund: 
A1620.11	Bldgs P.S. summer help	$   2,176.50    + 1,920.00
A1620.2	Bldgs Equipment		     3,566.72    + 1,165.31
A3650.4	Demo, unsafe Bldgs.		     1,658.33
A5140.1	Brush & Weeds. P.S.		        463.53
A7140.4	Rec. Areas, Contr.		        295.11
A7310.1	Youth Programs, P.S.		        254.50   
			                 TOTAL     $   8,414.69       

Recommendation for transfer:
A1990.4	Contingency			$ 10,000.00   
A7450.4	Museum, Contr.		     1,500.00 to summer help 
				     TOTAL     $ 11,500.00

Highway Fund: DA5130.4	Machinery, Contr.	$2,025.03   Total

Recommendation for transfer:  DA5140.4	Brush & Weeds, Contr.	$4,500.00  Total
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COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
 Rick Perkins, SLC Legislator candidate, introduced himself as a lifelong SLC resident and currently a Parishville resident. He stated he has a Clarkson education and is employed by J.E.Sheehan. Mr. Perkins said he will be available and at our service as our County Legislative representative.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Sutherland reported the County Legislator’s brought forth a resolution and letter from the Town of Colton to purchase a parcel that will be coming up at the County auction. He said we did a good job explaining why we wanted the property. Mr. Sutherland said he visited the site and took photos for the Legislator’s to review. So, at their meeting they passed the resolution for the Town to purchase the property if it is not “redeemed” by the owner. Mr. Sutherland spoke about the County budget and 5-year plan and their need to borrow money again.

DOGWARDEN REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported the Potsdam Humane Society called with a dog warden referral, Jim McConkey. Ms. Arquiett spoke with Mr. McConkey, reporting he is also the dog warden for Potsdam and Norfolk. He stated he is willing to work for what we had budgeted and we can talk about next year at budget time.

Motion # 4
APPOINT JIM MCCONKEY AS DOG WARDEN
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to appoint Jim McConkey as dog warden, effective as soon as possible and to be paid at the same rate as budgeted for 2014, $250 per month before taxes.
Ayes      Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
Noes   0
Motion carried

ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
· Revaluation Progress – Currently, we are still working on sketching buildings and collecting data on properties that have “hunting” camps.  The camp collections are a very slow process and have recently spent 10-12 hour days in the woods.  It has been difficult to make contact with members who can assist.  This is mainly due to the fact that there generally is a single land owner that may have many different clubs on the property.  Often, I am unaware of who the contacts are for the clubs and have been doing a lot of walking once the club land is located. I can’t say it too many times….Thank you to the property owners for their cooperation and courtesy during our visits.  
· Recent/Upcoming Training – I received today word on the IAO exam taken at Cornell.  I am happy to say I passed section one with flying colors.  The second part of the exam I will have to take again but have been told this is not an uncommon scenario.  It is my understanding that only 2 people passed both parts.  I will supply a brief explanation as to the areas of need provided by the Institute of Assessing Officers.
· Local Law “Change in Level” – I have prepared and delivered to the town a request for adoption of local law for Vet Eligible exemptions to change to “Change in Level” as a way of protecting those veterans who currently receive the aforementioned Vet eligible exemption.   It is my understanding, if agreed upon by board members; the law will be in place for the beginning of our next taxing year.  ( To refresh the board, this local law is for those veterans who currently have the eligible funds veterans exemption (RPTL §458(1)).  This law would allow a “change in level” of the current exemption to the change in level of assessment.  The purpose of this is to increase/decrease veteran’s eligible funds percentages according to the percentage of change in level of assessment each year.  If this law is passed personal invitations will be extended to veterans who currently are receiving the eligible funds veteran’s exemption to meet and discuss the option of either changing to an alternative veteran’s exemption or utilizing the proposed local RPTL §458(5) “change in level” and what it would mean at the time of the initiation of the 100% assessed value.  It should be noted, St. Lawrence County had already adopted the former Pro-Rata RPTL §485(5) and therefore will follow the regulations originally set forth in this law.  Colton did not submit local law to follow suit prior to October 31, 1985 and this is the reason the local law is being submitted for adoption. Ms. Arquiett completed the local law and forwarded it to Town Attorney Gustafson for review and a public hearing will be scheduled for October 8, 2014.

Bti REPORT Ms. Malik submitted this written report:
· I am currently working on the pilot knotweed control project which includes the Colton library and adjacent properties and, the roadside area by Nancy Klein. 
· Treatments include both stem injection and foliar spray.
· I plan on mapping the knotweed that is visible from the roadsides so we can get a better idea on the size of the 
      problem.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported from the computer generated report:
Mr. Thomas has issued 12 permits which includes fire inspections, demolition permits, certificates of occupancy and building permits.

SAFETY REPORT Mrs. Hawley read the written report submitted by Mr. Richards:
MSHA site specific training has been done at the PIT with MSHA inspecting the South Colton Gravel Pit.  No violations were found and the highway dept. passed without incident.  Alcohol and Drug screening and tracking has had a few updates for DOT safety, specifically keeping track of convictions and infractions in an all streamlined informational tracking system.   
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DPW REPORT Mrs. Hawley read the written report submitted by Mr. Richards:
Transfer - We are meeting with Re Energy next week to grind the brush for bio-mass this month coming up.  Transfer station has been running smoothly.  We did an educational meeting with Higley Association on recycling again in August.  This is a very receptive group who are a caring enough to be many of our best recyclers.  We are looking to replace a retaining wall at the transfer station and are asking for a Wednesday shut down within the next two weeks to install the wall.   
Sewer & Water - Sewer plant has had routine maintenance and is running smoothly.  Sludge haul for September will be conducted tomorrow morning.   Instruments were all calibrated by Webb Inc. and our double check valves at the WWTP are next for inspection purposes.  We have a new potential water hook up to be installed at 30 Main Street. 
Building and Grounds - 16 benches were made for the Town of Colton by the DPW and are complete and will be anchored around the municipal grounds this week including Swift Field.  Grounds are progressing well.  The new field is being utilized quite a bit this summer.  Library steps are under way for replacement.  Town Hall upgrades are under way with landscaping, bulletin board and new sign still left for installment.  Everything is ordered to wrap up the project. The upper library windows were painted, the handicap ramp at the Watson community center has been painted as well as the entrance doors sanded and re-polyurethane coated.  Pavilion floor will be resurfaced as soon as weather and schedule of events allow it. Clear Data is working with us to boost the Wi-Fi signal over to Swift Field facilities for usage for the users in the athletic areas.

LIBRARY REPORT Mrs. Snyder stated she had no report but came to inquire on the steps, when will they be finished? Mr. Robert stated the forms are being built and they expect to pour concrete next Monday or Tuesday.
Mr. Shoen said he would like to see a canopy over the steps, even if it’s only a temporary one for the winter months. Mrs. Snyder said she would take that suggestion back to the Library Trustees.

HIGHWAY REPORT Mrs. Hawley read the written report submitted by Mr. Hawley:
· Since the last town board meeting we have been working pretty steady on the Stark Road. We have roughly a mile ready for paving now. I am going to pave a short section at the Rt.56 intersection, and from the Raquette River Road intersection to the bridge, this will leave .9 miles to finish next year. 
· The county is tentatively scheduled to be here paving on the 24th of this month. I plan to start on the Stark Road, this will allow an extra day to notify the folks over on Cottage Road of when we are going to be there.
· We also screened our road sand since the last meeting, it is all piled at the Fish and Game Club and ready to be hauled to the garage.
· Our road salt price increased about $15 a ton this year. I think the demand from last winter contributed to this, but in the past our salt came into the Port of Ogdensburg via ship. This year they are trucking it straight from the salt mines to us directly, I am not sure if this is just this winter or if this is the way it’s going to be, hopefully at our next Highway Superintendents meeting there will be more information.
· This week we have had a crew out cold patching. There has not been any cold patch available since June. Barrett’s finally made some up last week so we are working on it now. 
· Collins is going to be starting the Rt. 56 sidewalk replacement hopefully next week.

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT Ms. Kilroy reported:
There is no planning board meeting this month but one is scheduled for October. Ms. Kilroy stated the press coverage of Sevey’s Point has been good. Mr. Robert noted it would be nice if we had some kind of a welcoming to new businesses. Ms. Arquiett suggested that could be something for the Economic Enhancement Committee. Mr. Perkins stated he had sent an e-mail to the owner and hasn’t received a reply.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:
· Hunting license sales have started – the last day to apply for a “doe permit” is October 1. Fishing licenses have reduced in price from $29 to $25 and are valid from date of purchase to that date next year. Unfortunately we are out of fishing guides and there is no plan to print any more until next spring. DEC says the 2013-2014 rules will apply till March of 2015, when the new guides are printed.
· A call came today from a Canadian group inquiring about Stone Valley Trail. I e-mailed them some info and they are coming to hike October 1st.
· 19 registrations were submitted for Local Gov’t. Day – Tuesday, Oct. 14. 
· A budget workshop is scheduled for Monday, October 6 at 10 a.m. 
· I will be on vacation from Sept. 17-24  
· Appointments: A seat expires on the ZBA and the BAR on September 30. Recommended to fill the seats are Floyd Supernault to the ZBA and David Seymour to the BAR.

Motion # 5
APPOINT ZBA MEMBER
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to appoint Floyd Supernault to the Zoning Board of Appeals, term will expire September 30, 2019.
Ayes   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
Noes   0
Motion carried
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Motion # 6
APPOINT BAR MEMBER
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to appoint David Seymour to the Board of Assessment Review, term will expire September 30, 2019
Ayes   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
Noes   0
Motion carried

CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Robert provided a copy of a letter from the SLC Snowmobile Assoc. to NYS DOT. In the letter they are requesting a culvert extension on SH 56 they use to avoid a large wetland. The portion of the trail C7A is a short distance from Sevey’s Corner and is the only access to Backwood’s and Sevey’s Point for gas in that area. Mr. Roberts asked the Board to write a letter to NYS DOT in support of their request.

Motion # 7
AUTHORIZE LETTER OF SUPPORT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize a letter of support be written to NYS DOT regarding the culvert extension for the snowmobile trail.
Ayes   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
Noes   0
Motion carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. High Speed Internet – Mrs. Hawley stated she received a letter informing her they did not receive any grants funds in the first round and they are currently reviewing the applications for a second round.
B. Library steps – discussed earlier in meeting.
C. Budget Prep – a budget meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 6 @ 10 a.m. 
D. Website Development – Ms. Arquiett reported the majority of the site is done and She and Matt have been working on forms.

NEW BUSINESS
A. 90 Main St. – Ms. Arquiett stated she was unaware if any decision has been made.
B. ATV Road Opening – nothing has changed, still waiting to hear from County & State.
C. Cell Phone Policy Revision – Ms. Arquiett stated she was aware changes were being considered regarding cell phone policy reimbursements to department heads but hasn’t seen anything in writing. Tabled.
D. SLC Snowmobile Assoc. – discussed earlier in meeting.

Mr. Robert asked the Board to reconsider the supervisor’s authority to perform “day to day duties” without Board approval. He states that is what the Board is for and to keep a balance of power. Mr. Robert used the Town Hall landscaping and the Town entry signs as examples of the Board not being informed and one person making the decisions. Mrs. Hawley replied she thought it best to wait and address it when the Supervisor returns. Tabled until next meeting.

Mr. Robert also asked for a streetlight to be put at Sevey’s Corner. Ms. Arquiett explained the streetlight districts and that DPW would be the department to ask and check on the cost. 

Motion # 8
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn.
  Ayes   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert
  Noes   0
  Motion carried, 7:55 p.m.



																											__________________________________
											         Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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