
Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, October 12, 2016
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.								   Donald Shoen
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.							   Ronald Robert

Others present: Shelley Rayner, Tina Miller, Ed Fuhr, Jenn Cole, Tim Sharlow, Austin Garvin, Bill Lynch, 
Vicky Stowe Williams, Kevin Williams, Ali Johnson, Justin Johnson, Laurie Thornton, 
Steve Thornton, Mark Fisher, Penny Cayey, George Cayey, Brad Barber, William Mueller, 
Patricia Mueller, Mary Jane Watson, Nancy Shea, Frank Shea, Kevin Beary, Peter Edwards, 
Danielle Edwards, Tracy Wilson, Roy Wilson, Don Bosjolie, Chris Shea, Paul Caster and
Ike Cook 

Supervisor Bulger opened the meeting at 7:35 p.m. due to public hearing time run over.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as written.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to accept the minutes of September 14, 2016 Regular Monthly meeting as written. 
Ayes   5   Shoen, Robert, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 10, BANK STATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve the bills on Warrant # 10, bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Robert, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$   44,980.99
Highway Fund	$ 125,338.91 
Colton Light District	$       767.19
South Colton Light District	$       723.96
Sewer District #1	$      2,72.34   
Water District #1	$     3,986.43  

The following account is over budget as of September 30, 2016:

Highway Fund:
DA5130.2	Machinery Contr.		    $  198.49

Recommended for transfers:
DA5110.1	Brush & Weeds P.S.		       200.00

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Paul Caster, Colton resident, stated we have too many laws. He asked who makes the laws on outdoor wood boilers. Mr. Bulger told him the Town. Mr. Caster then asked the dates to start and shut down be extended. His wife is 83 years old and needs the heat. Mr. Caster stated it isn’t right to have to shut down their only source of heat for 4 complaints about the smoke. The current dates are start October 1 to shutting down May 31. Mr. Bulger replied they would take another look at the local law to see what needs to be done.

Frank Shea, South Colton resident, complained about water run-off from town road into his garage and across his well. He stated Highway Sup’t. Hawley has done a couple things but it didn’t work. This has been going on for more than 5 years. Now Mr. Hawley says there’s nothing he can do to solve the problem. Mr. Hawley commented the County Engineer is the person who told him how to do it the last time. Mr. Shea says if something not done soon, he will have to pursue it another way. Mr. Bulger stated he will look at the problem first hand with Mr. Hawley to come up with a solution. 
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DOG WARDEN REPORT  Mr. Bulger read aloud the letter from NYS  Ag & Markets giving Jim McConkey and the Potsdam Humane Society Kennel satisfactory reports.

ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
1) New York State is well underway with implementing the new STAR Tax Credit.  There were a few issues that occurred such as some new home owners who should have received Enhanced STAR benefit were issued checks that were in the Basic STAR amount.  A recent update from NYS comments:  

STAR credit mailing update. 1,502 additional checks have been mailed to property owners who initially received Basic STAR but were eligible for Enhanced. As always, property owners with questions about the STAR credit (not the STAR exemption) should call 518-457-2036. 

2) Enhanced STAR Renewal:  I currently do not have the list of people who need to renew their enhanced STAR exemption for 2017.  This list is produced by NYS and is provided to me. Renewal applications are then sent to those Enhanced STAR recipients who need to verify income in order to continue receiving the exemption.  I understand many of our seniors head to the southern states and may be concerned they may not receive their notice or do not have the proper documents with them.  The notices are generally sent out 2-3 months in advance of the March 1 deadline.  If an enhanced STAR recipient is unsure if they need to renew it is my recommendation to take a copy of your 2015 income tax return with you when you leave the area.  If you do not receive a green post cards stating you meet the qualifications OR receive a renewal application by 02/01/2017, contact my office at 315-262-2848.   


Bti REPORT  Mr. Bulger reported Ms. Malik has been working on the milfoil problem. There will be an informational meeting on milfoil at the school in November. Chris Shea recommended putting pressure on Brookfield to rid or contain milfoil. Since the revaluation their taxes went down and ours went up so drastically its forcing people to sell their places here. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
81 Permits were issued so far this year. Report is included to date.  Currently we have one application for this month's planning Zoning Board.  Our new home permits are starting to pick up again as well.  SEQR was completed for the text amendment and is waiting any comment to be made at the Hearing tonight for the possible text amendment local law to be passed.   Just a reminder for people daylight savings fall back is a reminder to change your batteries in your smoke detectors, and clean chimneys before use this winter season.


DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer  The retaining walls and safety rails are still on our Fall Project list if we can get past SH 56 paving project.  State has delayed the project for a few weeks now, but the end is near with a nice new highway in our town.
Waste Water & Water  A huge thanks to the DPW crew for their work on SH 56 and Main St. to fix services prior to paving.  A tremendous amount or infrastructure repair work on our collection and distribution systems have been accomplished in a short amount of time.  Lift Station pumps have been serviced for the fall.  The planning with DEC and Casella for some in-house repairs to the waste water treatment plant are underway, exploring options to repair a critical Gate and other maintenance upgrades.     
Building and Grounds With Board approval we are moving forward to changing our Street Lighting systems to LED.  Our residual cost of buying the depreciated value of the metal halide lights for both districts is approximately $7,500.00.  National Grid will strip and dispose of the old lights, and install the new lights as part of the agreement.   Our street light reserved funds can cover this cost without any further additional cost to the tax payer.  After a beta testing year billing wise, we anticipate a 15 to 20% reduction to our street light costs which can be passed on to the taxpayer.  I would like to thank Colton Pierrepont Central School for their support at our improvements at Swift Field this year.  Contributing for the paving of the parking lot when asphalt is at an all-time low in State-Contracting Pricing.  

Motion # 4
AUTHORIZE NATIONAL GRID TO CONVERT STREETLIGHTS TO LED
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize National Grid to convert the streetlights in the Town of Colton lighting districts at the cost of $7500. 
Ayes   5   Shoen, Robert, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

SAFETY REPORT  October is fire extinguisher and smoke detector month. Our Fire Extinguishers are going to be inspected once again by G&E at the end of this month.   The Safety officer was just trained on personal protection equipment, confined space and hazmat overviews at the Local Gov't Conference this month. On October 20th I plan on attending a safety coordinator training session in Albany for PERMA   
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RECREATION REPORT Kevin LaMora reported: 
He’s looking for help to put on a biathlon, May 13, 2017. Advertising will be going up and the registration forms will be on the Town of Colton website in January. The funds raised for this will be applied to the playground at Swift Field. The next item is the youth fishing derby. Raffle tickets for a 12’ Jon Boat & trailer and another ticket with 4 items listed on it are available for purchasing at the Colton Town Hall. Mr. LaMora also stated he will get a PA system so everyone can hear when prizes are announced in the pavilion. Austin Garvin, South Colton resident asked if the derby could be contained to fishing just in Colton. Mr. LaMora replied yes, hopefully we can get stocked next year. The reason behind the open fishing was he didn’t want to over fish here, plus didn’t get it stocked. 

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams provided this report:
Holiday Remembrance Trees / Deadline to Order is October 28
The early deadline to order trees allows the committee to get trees of a more consistent height (about five feet tall) and to keep the cost at just $33. Sponsors can select one of two locations for trees to be displayed in December and January—near the Colton Museum on Main Street or in Three Falls Park at the corner of State Highway 56 and Sugar Bush Lane.  Ordered trees will be set up after the Thanksgiving holiday; and each will be identified with a large laminated tag naming those remembered as well as the sponsor(s).  Sponsors can add LED lights in whatever color desired plus non-electrical decorations, garland, tinsel and non-glass ornaments.  The trees will be lighted on Friday, December 9 during the Colton Historical Society’s Annual Winter Lights & Jingle Bells Event, starting this year at 6:30pm in Three Falls Park and ending on Main Street.  Afterward the names of those being remembered will be read during a reception in the Town Hall, including Larry Patzwald who is being honored by the committee for his support of tourism and beautification activities before his death last February. The town will keep the lights on through the 2017 Winterfest Weekend at the end of January.  Order forms are available at the Town Hall and on the town website (under News).  Dave Crosby, as project coordinator, also can be contacted (261-4300; dcrosby@twcny.rr.com).
Winterfest Planning / January 26-29
Grace Hawley, chair of the Winterfest Planning Committee, officially kicked off planning in September for the 2017 Winterfest Weekend.  The Tourism & Beautification Committee is helping with the schedule of activities, publicity, fund raising, and more.  During the meeting the theme ‘Get in Gear’ was selected to focus on fun things to do indoors and out during the winter to stay healthy.  A number of new and exciting Winterfest ideas were discussed including kicking off the weekend festivities on Thursday night with the popular spaghetti dinner and the announcement of the Citizen of the Year.  During the weekend, as in the past, fundraising activities will be done to support the Neighborhood Center; and in 2017 themed baskets will be featured during the Silent Auction.  Individuals, groups, and organizations wishing to donate filled baskets for the Silent Auction should contact Scott Muller (244-9956).  And anyone wishing to be part of the planning should contact Grace (262-2439) or attend the next Winterfest Planning Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday, October 20 at 7pm in the Town Hall.
Barn Quilts / List and Map being updated in October
In recent months a number of new barn quilts have been painted for displaying around town.  Ruth McWilliams will be updating the list in October for Bob Blickwedehl to update the map.  The list, which currently includes 43 barn quilts, includes barn quilts which are officially up for the public to see with permission of the owners and for which a photo and brief description has been added to the town website (under Community).  Contact Ruth McWilliams (262-2450; ruth@catamountlodge.com) to let her know of installed barn quilts that are not on the list; or to learn how to get involved in the barn quilt craze.
Next Monthly Meeting – October 24 (4-5:30pm) / Location to be determined
Meeting will be held before the next meeting of the Town Board on November 2nd in order to finalize the committee’s work plan for 2017 and to work on priority projects.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT Mr. Perkins reported;
They Legislators have a tentative budget in the amount of $227 million with only $47 million tax base. He explained the difficulties trying to put a budget together with so many unfunded mandates. To help close the gap, 10 positions that were vacant were not filled and we are still working on getting reimbursements from the State for indigent defense. This year we will be borrowing $9.5 million instead of $10 like last year, and we are almost always owed about $10 million from the State each year. Kevin Beary asked if he could get a list of the unfunded mandates. Mr. Perkins replied yes.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT  Mr. Fuhr reported: 
A subdivision on the south end of Town in the Adirondack Park took 11 months to finalize. After receiving a couple of complaints, we are reviewing the outdoor wood boiler law.

CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported;
We are set up for credit card payments on taxes and of course the credit card company charges a fee to the customer to use their card. Hunting season is upon us again, we see a few more people this time of year for their hunting license. 
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HIGHWAY REPORT   Mr. Hawley reported:
· Since the last Town Board Meeting we have pretty well finished our paving work. The new paver is working well. Having our own paver not only saves money but it also allows us the flexibility to be able to move around from job to job more cost effectively. In the past I normally used the County paving crew at a daily cost of $5000. Obviously at this rate we needed to concentrate our paving for the year in one area. This year so far seven roads all around town seen attention from paving the entire road in three cases the remaining 4 roads we "shimmed" the worst spots to improve the ride. All in all I am very happy with our new venture. 
· This year with the price of asphalt being the lowest it has ever been and the fact we did not have to hire our paving done and our Chips allotment at a record high of $150,000 we put down a record of 4'000 tons of asphalt that equals just over four miles paved this year, all paid for by N.Y.S. Chips. I do have two more very small projects in Colton to pave yet later this week or first of next week. We have actually paved eight complete days so far this year. So if we did this work with the county crew the cost for paving alone would have been $40,000. Our share of $20,000 into the consortium with Pierrepont and Lisbon was a huge savings the very first year.
· Once the paving is complete we will be working on shoulders on the roads that we have paved. 
· After the shoulders are completed it will be time to put up our sand pile for the winter. This will go quickly this year as we screened our sand during the unseasonably warm month of December last year, so we just have to haul it to the garage and mix the salt in.

ENGINEERS REPORT Mr. Cook reported;
He is getting updated pricing for the wastewater treatment plant and for a used package plant to use while the other is off line to repair. Mr. Bulger asked how many people are in the water/sewer district. Mr. Richards said there are 187 hook-ups. Mr. Bulger commented on the 46 year old plant, whether it is more feasible to build a new one or keep sinking money into this old. Mr. Richards stated there will have to be a rate increase in the near future because water/sewer is running in the red.

NEW BUSINESS
Comp time - Mr. Bulger brought it to the Boards attention that in the policy handbook under Comp time, only public works employees were listed. We need a motion to revise 507 Overtime section of the Policy & Procedures employee handbook, to include highway employees to the policy.

Motion # 5
REVISE 507 OVERTIME 
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to revise the Employee Policy & Procedures Handbook to include Highway employees in article 507 Overtime.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Robert, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Bulger stated the next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for Wednesday November 9. We will have the budget Public Hearing at 6:45 and the regular meeting scheduled to start at 7:00. We will have another budget workshop, Friday.

Motion # 6
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Robert, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried, meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.





										__________________________________
										         Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk










4
