Budget Workshop, Colton Town Board, October 14, 2016
State of New York, County of St. Lawrence, 94 Main St., Colton 13625


Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor							Grace Hawley, Council Person
	  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t. 							Katheryn Hayes, Council Person
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.						Ronald Robert, Council Person
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk							

Absent; Donald Shoen

Others present: Shelley Rayner, Mary Jane Watson, George Cayey, Bill Swafford, Ellie Menz and Kevin Beary

Supervisor Bulger called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at the advertised time of 10:00 a.m.

Motion # 1
ACCEPT AGENDA
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept the meeting agenda.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Robert, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Mr. Bulger asked the Board and attendees if they had any more input for the 2 proposed local laws set forth at the Public Hearings, Wednesday October 12. 

A couple questions were answered from attendees and a short discussion was held on proposed local law # 2, leading to an adoption.

Motion # 2
ADOPT PROPOSED LOCAL LAW # 2 – 2016
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt Local Law # 2 – 2016 as written below.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Robert, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried


TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c
Local Law # 2 - 2016

Section 1. Legislative Intent
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Colton pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Colton to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 2.  Authority
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override
The Town Board of the Town of Colton, County of St. Lawrence is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise proscribed in General Municipal Law, §3-c.

Section 4. Severability
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective date
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.
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A short discussion was held on proposed local law # 1 – 2016, leading to its adoption.

George Cayey commented regarding the location of a Dollar General, if it comes into Town where they have inquired about, there’s the concern of kid’s texting as they cross the road and not paying attention. Mr. Bulger stated there will be sidewalk crossings and possibly a light at the crossing, and the school will have a crossing guard. 

Motion # 3
ADOPT PROPOSED LOCAL LAW # 1 – 2016
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt Local Law # 1 – 2016 as written below.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Robert, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Amending Conditional Uses to Add Retail Trade In Hamlet Areas of Colton and South Colton.
Local Law # 1 - 2016

INTENT.
           The intent of this Local Law is amend the text adding retail trade to both hamlets to extend Conditional 
Use in Zoning and Residential Town Districts.

TEXT.   
In Town of Colton Summary of Land Use Code Schedule under Zoning District: Colton Hamlet and South Colton Hamlet insert “Retail Trade” to the Conditional Uses column under the category “Business; professional office; funeral home”. In addition insert “Retail Trade” to our Zoning District Residential Town column to the Conditional Uses under the “Bed and breakfast inn; kennel; small business operation; home occupation” category.

EFFECTIVE DATE.
 		This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.




Mr. Bulger proceeded with the budget review, line by line, commenting on the reduced revenues from sales tax and Brookfield Hydro Power. Noting we are using $50,000 of fund balance to keep taxes down.

Mr. Richards reported the water and sewer rates need to be increased, they are running in the red. It’s a lengthy process that we will start next year. 

Mrs. Menz, Library Trustee said she did see where the Board reduced the raise for the Library Technician to coincide with the 1.5% that everyone was getting. She also informed the Board the Library will no longer receive the $2,000 Prior Year Refunds (L2701) so the Library budget will have to be adjusted for that change. We are applying for a grant for some refurbishing, if we don’t get the grant, we may be asking for money. Ms. Menz is to get a list of building needs to Mr. Bulger asap.

George Cayey asked about the increase in the Court line. Mr. Bulger replied Judge Robar is applying for a $30,000 grant to help renovations necessary at the Courthouse.
 
Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t. asked the Board to change the highway line DA5112.22 to show the $124,000 that we know we get, not the $150,000 that we may not get. Mr. Bulger stated it would remain the same. A lengthy discussion was held regarding contractual expenses, machinery repair and installment loans. Machinery contractual was increased $2,000. 

Mr. Beary asked where the money was coming from to pave Swift Field parking lot. Mr. Robert stated the school was paying $8,000 of the $12,000 for the binder put on this year.

Town Clerk’s equipment line was reduced because there is no need for anything this coming year.

Line item A1620.4 covers buildings, grounds, cleaner, etc. Mr. Richards requested the Cleaner wage be increased.
It was mentioned; the Cleaner started at a higher rate than last cleaner was getting, received a raise 3 months after hire and will receive the same increase as everyone else at 1.5%. Cleaner salary will be $12,480.
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Line item A4068.4 covers the Bti Program, this will remain the same. A line will be created for Milfoil and given $2,000. A short discussion was held regarding milfoil, volunteers and Brookfield’s role. 

A8510.4 Tourism/Beautification will increase $2300 to $2750.

A9010 Retirement, increased by $1,000.

A9030 Social security will decrease $1,000.

A9060 Health insurance will increase $1,000.

Mr. Richards reminded the Board that an increase in water & sewer rates is necessary. This process will need a referendum and public hearing. The last increase was in 1995, not including the increase from the new assessments.

Mr. Bulger stated a budget amendment needs to be done for paving at Swift Field.  Revenue and expense lines 
for $8,000 from CPCS, share of paving costs and $6,000 from Casella.

Motion # 4
AUTHORIZE BUDGET AMENDMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize the following budget amendments. Increase revenue account A2705 $8,000 and increase the expense account A7140.21 $8,000. Increase A3715 revenue account $6,000 and increase the expense account A1620.2 $6,000. 
Ayes   4   Hawley, Robert, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried


Motion # 5
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Robert, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried, adjourned at 1:00.





											____________________________
											    Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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