Regular Monthly Colton Town Board, November 4, 2015
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.								   Donald Shoen
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.							   Ronald Robert

Others present: Shelley Rayner, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Mary Jane Watson, Jean Fallon, Tina Miller,
                         Ed Fuhr and Mike Hann
			 
Supervisor Bulger opened the regular monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ADOPT PROPOSED 2016 BUDGET 
Motion made by Mr. Shoen , seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt the proposed budget for the year 2016 as presented.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   1   Robert 
Motion carried
Resolution of the Colton Town Board to Adopt the 2016 Town Budget
Whereas, the Town Board met on this date and place as specified in the Public Hearing Notice on the Preliminary Budget and heard all persons asking to be heard, therefore,
Resolving that, the unpaid water and sewer bills be relevied onto the 2016 Town and County tax bills and,
Be it resolved, that the preliminary budget be and hereby is adopted as the Annual Budget for the Town of Colton for the fiscal year beginning on the first day of January 2016 and that said budget be adopted and entered in detail in the minutes of the proceeding meeting, be it
Further resolved, that the Town Clerk of the town shall prepare and certify in duplicate, copies of said Annual Budget as adopted by the Town Board pursuant to Section 202A Subdivision 2 of Town Law, and deliver one copy thereof to the Supervisor of the Town, in which he will present the said budget to the Legislative Body of the County.

Motion # 3
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of  October 14 and the Budget Workshop dated October 26, 2015 as written.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 4
APPROVE WARRANT # 11 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to approve the bills on Warrant # 11, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried


General Fund	$   58,778.79
Highway Fund	$   36,321.48 
Colton Light District	$        769.67    
South Colton Light District	$        731.84
Sewer District #1	$     1,220.67
Water District #1	$     2,263.29

The following accounts are over budget as of October  31, 2015:

General Fund: 
A1490.11	Sup.t Public Works		$ 1,329.98     +  10,045.00
A3650.4	Demo Unsafe Bldgs		$ 5,144.56     +    2,000.00
A7140.1	Recreation, Salary		$ 5,341.08     +    1,000.00
A7140.41	Recreational Contr.		$ 6,197.48
8160.2		Transfer Station Equip.	$ 2,000.00
	   		                 TOTAL     $ 20,013.10  +  $13,045  + $33,058.10 
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 Recommendation for transfer:
  A7140.22	Playground Equipment		$    1,580.00     
  A8160.4	Transfer Station Contr.		$    2,000.00
  A1990.4	Contingency				$  25,660.19
  A1220.4	Town Super. Contr.			$    3,500.00
  A1010.4	Town Board Contr.			$       317.91
					TOTAL      	$  33,058.10
				     
Highway Fund:
DA5110.1	Road Maint. Salary			$ 12,136.22

  Recommendation for transfer:
  DA5110.4	Road Maint. Contr.	 TOTAL	$  12,136.22

Sewer Fund:
SS8110.11	Sewer Admin. Salary			$ 39.89

  Recommendation for transfer:
  SS1990.4	Contingency		 TOTAL      	$ 3,870.00

Water Fund:	
SW8310.11	Water Admin. Salary			$ 39.89

  Recommended for transfer:
  SW1990.4	Contingency		TOTAL      	$ 3,870.00


COURTESY OF THE FLOOR  No one wished to address the Board.

ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported: Remember, the data collection process began almost three years ago for the revaluation.  Some of the new construction may have been included during this time whereas other construction may not have been completed by the end of the revaluation.  Do not panic if a request to collect data is made.  It does not automatically mean your assessment will go up.  In many cases the construction was viewed and included in the assessment.  In some instances this may not be the case.  As the normal process continues, a notice will be sent in the spring if your assessment increases. New Office Arrangements:  Deanna Stevenson will be in my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  You may stop in or give her a call.  The Town of Colton is very fortunate to have Deanna’s services as she is a 35 year veteran of the Office of Real Property at St. Lawrence County. Next month I’ll talk more about STAR.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Mr. Richards reported: The bidding was conducted on the half ton pickup truck through OGS.  Van Bortel Chevrolet Inc. won the bid at 24,466.09.  The second lowest and only bid was Cappellino Chevrolet Inc. at 26,261.82.  I will accept the lower of the two bids.  Also attached to the quotes is the lowest financing % at 3.84 from first Niagara. Currently our permits have reached 58 permits for the year.  We are working on several subdivisions which are pending APA overview.  We currently have a ZBA application as well, based on a subdivision. Mr. Bulger asked Mr. Richards to meet with him to discuss 83 Main St.
Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE DPW SUP’T. TO PURCHASE TRUCK AND FINANCE
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize DPW Sup’t. Darren Richards to purchase a new truck for the bid amount of $24,466.09 (State Contract) and finance through 1st Niagara at a rate of 3.84%.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station Our busy season is finally over with at the transfer.  We are skipping days on shipping out bins which is a good thing.  Our e-waste is still at a high volume though.  Our solar field will not be hosted at the transfer station as we had hoped.  The transmission lines do not make this area feasible financially due to costly National Grid updates.  We are still in the energy consortium which will later give us a reduction in energy costs for the town.  
Waste Water & Water  Our Grant is still in awaiting results for our ranking.  Lift station pumps have been serviced for the season save Gulf Rd. which we are still retrofitting parts for it.  The new Fire Station now has water and sewer connections tied into our system.  
Building and Grounds Winterizing our department has started to take place at the MSB and around town.  Finalizing grounds is underway for winter prep as well.  The swift field building is all sheet rocked and the boiler is planning on being installed soon.  Siding on good days will begin on the building as well.
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SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported: Fire extinguishers annual inspection was conducted on Friday, October 16.  Winter apparel such as gloves has been purchased for the winter season.  

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported: Holiday Remembrance Tree Project - Forty trees have been ordered with a few still available for sponsorship.  Anyone still wishing to sponsor a tree should contact Donna Arquiett or Dave Crosby (261-4300) as the project coordinator.  We expect the trees will be set up and tagged around Thanksgiving, giving the sponsors time to decorate them before the Colton Historical Society’s Annual Winter Lights & Jingle Bells Event on Sunday, December 6.  As done last year, the committee is sponsoring two trees.  One, to be located in Three Falls Park, will be ‘In Loving Memory of Evelyn Riehl’ who actively participated in committee activities and passed away in December 2014.  The second, celebrating the Colton Fire Department’s 100th anniversary, will be near the Museum.  Purple lights will adorn the tree for Evelyn; and we welcome others who knew and/or respected her to help adorn the tree with non-electrical decorations and non-glass ornaments that reflect her love of nature and the many contributions she made to the community.  The town will keep the lights lit on all the trees through Winterfest Weekend on January 29-31.
Autumn Work Day - On October 24 a crew from SUNY Potsdam Wilderness Education assisted Kirke Perry, as volunteer steward for the John Stone Memorial Nature Trail, with the construction of the new footbridge replacing the washed-out low-water crossing.  The bridge, over 36 feet long, is functional with some refinements planned for next May.  The committee thanks the Department of Public Works for moving the two telephone poles donated by the Nicholville Telephone Company from Mark Simon’s property to the site and for helping with site preparation.  On the same day Ruth McWilliams was assisted by Dave Crosby, Nancy Fisher, Mary Jane Watson, Joe McWilliams and the committee’s two Summer Associates (Lauren Buckley and Kyle Smithers) with seven hours of weeding and mulching planted beds in Three Falls Park and around the Museum.  
Barn Quilts - During November school art students, with materials from Higley Flow State Park and the committee, will paint the barn quilt for the Nature Center at the park under the guidance of their teacher Krystal Hewer.  Also the committee is participating in the Holiday Showcase at The TAUNY Center in Canton which for the first time is including barn quilts in its Folkstore offerings.  Two 2x2 foot barn quilts painted by the committee during the year are for sale along with five produced by others in Hammond and Canton.  Also during coming weeks the committee will help the Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA) incorporate barn quilts into its online Adirondack Regional Art Trail which highlights off the beaten path opportunities and promotes the entire region as a cultural tourism destination.  Then in January materials will be prepared for a barn quilt display being planned as part of the annual quilt show during Winterfest.
Website Updates - During December Scott Muller and Ruth McWilliams will work with Donna Arquiett on updating the business and organization information on the town’s website under Community.  Please let Scott on the committee know of needed changes by calling 244-9956.
Next Monthly Meeting – December 9 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall - At the meeting the committee will finalize its 2016 work plan and continue planning for Winterfest.

HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley reported:
Since the last Town Board Meeting We have finished the South Colton Parking Lot as well as the Driveway across the street from the Town Hall. We worked with S & L Electric to reconstruct the radar signs in both Colton and South Colton to bring them into compliance with DOT standards. At the same time that I had
S & L electric we installed our new fuel pumps on our outside tanks at the highway garage.   We also finished up our sand pile yesterday. We used to put up around 3000 cubic yards of Sand, but now with the bigger trucks putting out more sand I have increased to about 4500 cubic yards. We ran close to running out 2 years ago with the smaller pile and last year we had roughly 1000 yards left over. The jointly owned screener that Colton, Pierrepont and Potsdam purchased  in 2007 has been a great investment. We used to struggle between breakdowns for as much as three weeks to do our sand pile with the old screener, now we put up a much larger pile in a week or less.
  I would like to add to the list of Auction items our Hudson Bobcat trailer and an old Boss power Vee snow plow. The trailer is not a good fit for our use as it is to high off the ground for safe loading. My hopes would be that after the auction we would use the proceeds from the auction to purchase a new tilt deck trailer. I priced them locally and they are available for around $6500. The snow plow is the old one off truck 11. It is pretty much wore out and maybe ok for somebody's home use, but is no longer useful to us. The auction listing should appear in the next couple weeks as Auctions International has been up and inspected our items and has taken pictures. I will give them the final go ahead tomorrow after this meeting.
  I have a meeting tomorrow morning in Watertown with the regional Chips Representative, to go over this year's reimbursement request. I am certain that everything is in order but I just want to make sure. 
  Also I would like to ask the boards permission to solicit bids for a new Ford F-250 Super Duty Pickup. This is in next year's budget. If I get bids by the December Meeting and if you approve the bids then it will be at best mid January before the truck could be delivered because once ordered it takes 6 to 8 weeks to build. Mr. Bulger told Mr. Hawley to get bids and bring them in.

Motion # 9
AUTHORIZE SENDING OLD EQUIPMENT TO AUCTION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Hwy. Sup’t. Kevin Hawley to send equipment as mentioned, to Auctions International to be auctioned off.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried                                                                 3
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LIBRARY REPORT  Ms. Fallon reported the 2nd coat of protectant has been applied to the Library steps. She asked if they could salt this winter on the steps and sidewalk. Mr. Richards said he will order them what they need to use on the steps and sidewalk.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT  Mr. Fuhr reported the Planning Board has been meeting on a regular basis. The subdivision applications are time consuming and there are a few. He said Ms. Kilroy had given him a verbal resignation a few days ago. 

CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:
· Appoint ZBA Members:    Loren LaPierre and Robert (Bob) Bradish submitted the only letters of interest.
· Accept resignation of Joan Kilroy, Planning Board. 
· Need a motion to add the Unpaid Water & Sewer relevies to the Town & County Tax bill
· The County has requested a resolution for the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
· The credit card machine is installed. The fees are charged to the card user, a receipt is printed out for both parties.
· SLC Dep’t. of Public Health has decided to schedule our clinics for us. They have Colton scheduled for February. Since these are free clinics and we do this voluntarily, I’m not sure if we are willing to do February. It’s cold enough when we have it in May. Any input is appreciated.

Motion # 6
APPOINT ZBA MEMBERS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to appoint Loren LaPierre and Robert Bradish to the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill vacancies of Linda Dunning and Charles Davis.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 7
ACCEPT J. KILROY RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept Joan Kilroy’s resignation from the Planning Board.
Ms. Arquiett to advertise vacancy.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 8
RELEVY UNPAID WATER & SEWER BILLS 
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize the unpaid water and sewer bills be relevied on to the Town & County Tax Bill for 2016.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 9
ADOPT RESOLUTION # 12 – 2015
Motion made by Mr. Bulger, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt Resolution # 12 – 2015 as written below.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

ADOPTING THE ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL
ALL-HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
Resolution No. 12 - 2015

WHEREAS, the Town of Colton,  with assistance from Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C., and St. Lawrence County,
 has gathered information and prepared the St. Lawrence County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan; 
   WHEREAS, the St. Lawrence County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan has been prepared in 
	accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and   
WHEREAS, the Town of Colton is a local unit of government that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to 
comment and provide input in the Plan and the actions in the Plan; and
WHEREAS, Town of Colton has reviewed the Plan and affirms that, with the assistance of St. Lawrence County, 
the Plan will be updated no less than every five years;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Town of Colton adopts the St. Lawrence County Multi-
Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan as this jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to 
execute the actions in the Plan.

  

4
Regular Monthly Colton Town Board, November 4, 2015

ENGINEER’S REPORT  Mr. Richards reported on behalf of Mr. Cook. Now that the elections are done, we hope to hear soon whether or not we will receive the water/sewer grant. As you know, we are unable to provide for the solar plant at the transfer station because the transmission lines aren’t capable of handling the load. The only other place within the Town that would be available is the Fireman’s Field. After speaking with a few of the Firemen, they are not agreeable to allow a solar plant there, even though it would provide approximately 40% savings off the School, Town and Fire Dep’t. electric bills.

Unfinished Business and New Business has already been covered throughout the meeting.

Mr. Bulger stated “I checked the work NYS DOT did at Sevey’s Corner. There are rumble strips and more signage installed. I also checked out The Lodge ( formally known as Ham’s Inn and Backwoods Inn) , they are coming along with the remodeling. I went down Stark Road to see the paving, that’s good, then I touched base with the men at the highway garage.

The next Town Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday December 9th at 7:00 p.m.

Motion # 10
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mr. Shoen seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried, 7:45 p.m.



																																								_________________________________
										        Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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