Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, October 8, 2014

County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor





Councilpersons: Grace Hawley


  Donna Arquiett, Clerk







   Katheryn Hayes


  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.






   Donald Shoen













   Ronald Robert

Others present: Ike Cook, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Elaine Porter, Mary Jane Watson, Star Carter, 



 Rick Perkins, Jerry Moore, Art Wilson, Pam Dumas, Scott Sutherland, Charles Schloer, 



 Alysia Maynard, Ed Fuhr, L. Michael Page, Dan Collins and Victor Barbosa

Supervisor Bulger opened the regular monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Bulger brought the Board’s attention to a change added to the agenda, which was a request from a Board member to name the Sunday Rock park after Sally Thomas. 

Motion # 1

APPROVE AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve the agenda with the change.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 2

APPROVE MINUTES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to approve the minutes of the September 10, regular monthly meeting as written.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 3

APPROVE WARRANT # 10 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to approve the bills on Warrant # 10, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

General Fund
$  53,582.89
Highway Fund
$  18,164.13
Colton Light District
$       767.53
South Colton Light District
$       726.02
Sewer District #1
$    1,665.45
Water District #1
$    2,181.65
The following accounts are over budget as of September 30, 2014:
General Fund: 

A1620.11
Bldgs P.S. summer help
$ 18,894.46    + 1,000.00

A3510.4
Dog Control


          61.88    +    250.00         


A3650.4
Demo, unsafe Bldgs.

        375.00
A5140.1
Brush & Weeds. P.S.

        348.06    +    236.59
A5140.4
Brush & Weeds, Contr.
        722.58
A7140.4
Rec. Areas, Contr.

        111.43    + 1,000.00



                 TOTAL     $ 20,513.41       

Recommendation for transfer:

A1990.4
Contingency


$ 23,000.00   





     TOTAL     $ 23,000.00

Highway Fund: DA5130.4
Machinery, Contr.
$3,553.66   Total

Recommendation for transfer:  DA5110.4
Road Maintenance, Contr.
$6,000.00  








    TOTAL   
$6,000.00
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Motion # 4
ADOPT LOCAL LAW # 2 – 2014
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt Local Law # 2 – 2014 as presented.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

CHANGE IN LEVEL OF ASSESSMENT FOR EXISTING ELIGIBLE VETERANS
Local Law # 2 - 2014

Local Law # 2 - 2014
INTENT.  

Section 1. To allow an increase or decrease to each existing eligible veterans §458(1) or §458(2) veteran in 

      proportion to the “change in level” of all assessments resulting from a revaluation or update of 
   
      assessment. And if a material change in level is certified for the assessment roll by the office of real 
 
      property services such increase or decrease is to be computed as described as calculation of 
 
  
      exemption under real property tax law §458(5)(“current change in level”)

Section 2. This Local Law shall conform to State Law.

Section 3. This Local Law shall take effect for the 2015 Assessment Roll.
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Jerry Moore introduced himself as County Legislator candidate, past Town of Parishville Supervisor. He stated he has retired and is dedicating all his time to campaigning.
Rick Perkins introduced himself as being employed by JE Sheehan, Clarkson graduate with a BA in business, lives in Parishville and is also a candidate for the St. Lawrence County Legislator’s position.

Alysia Maynard, Exec. Dir. Potsdam Humane Society, noted the Town’s contract gets reviewed yearly and with less use this past year the contract was reduced by 10%. Ms. Maynard stated the Humane Society is reaching out to the communities to educate them of their programs, such as Pets to Vets and low cost spay/neuter.
Star Carter, DANC, reported the project for converting hard copy water & sewer maps to digital is completed. The portal is up and running and training for it can be scheduled at any time. Training takes about an hour and suggest Assessor’s, CEO’s and Town personnel attend. The Town receives a year of free hosting and considering the project it will run about $50/month afterward. Ms. Carter left a contract for review and signing.
Elaine Porter, President Colton Pierrepont Raqueteers, reported the group fulfilled the agreement of tending the info centers with 100 hours (plus). She said it was enjoyable experience and will agree to another summer. Ms. Arquiett provided Ms. Porter with an agreement to sign for 2015 and the money was budgeted for them.

LEGISLATOR’S REPORT
Scott Sutherland reported he had missed the last County Legislator’s meeting and the minutes have not been released yet. He commented on the Counties budget, they are just over a 2% increase right now and anticipate a little more trimming. Mr. Sutherland stated broadband cable had been run along Route 3 but overlooked local hook-ups. After the owner of Sevey’s Point contacted him and several others, he now has broadband internet and the local residents in Piercefield and Childwold will have too.
ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT

Jim McConkey, Dog Warden reported he has been working on the list of unlicensed dogs and finding there are a lot more dogs in Town that have never been licensed. He stated he has issued about 50 notice to comply letters. After the rabies clinic October 9, he will give them a couple more days and revisit them to see if the dogs are licensed. If not, court summons’ are issued  and they pay a fine and still have to license the dog. They have had plenty of warning along with the reminder of renewal letters the Clerk sends out.

ASSESSMENT REPORT Mr. Bulger stated the reval is on track and more public hearings are expected.

Bti REPORT Mr. Bulger reported Ms. Malik has been working on a pilot program to control invasive species Japanese Knotweed and mapping the affected areas for next year’s treatment.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported Mr. Thomas had issued 8 permits for various projects, not major builds. Mr. Bulger stated he has been question about some properties that are not maintained and said he would speak to Mr. Thomas and find out what the Town can do. 
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TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
As the committee transitions to autumn and winter projects we want to acknowledge a number of people who have contributed greatly to town tourism and beautification activities.

· Sally Thomas—The committee, like others, was saddened to hear of Sally’s death on September 28.  Her passion for Sunday Rock, Swift Field and Three Falls Park (previously called ‘Pocket Park’’), in particular, will be greatly missed.  Sally, of course, championed efforts to get Sunday Rock listed on both the State and National Registers of Historic Places.  As her son Rod said “we’ve lost a person who always wanted to see our town put its best foot forward.”

· Volunteers at information centers—Now that the two information centers in town are closed for the season we want to recognize the 42 people who helped staff the centers throughout the summer.  The attached list of volunteers includes members of the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers who helped fulfill the group’s agreement with the town to provide at least 100 hours of staffing assistance.

Trail Work – John Stone Memorial Nature Trail and Stone Valley Kirke Perry, as steward of the town’s John Stone Memorial Nature Trail, has been spreading chips on sections of the trail, putting up new signs along the trail and doing other maintenance on the trail with the help of others.  Now attention is turning to plans for replacing a low water crossing on the trail which washed out earlier this year with a new footbridge and replacing the old sign with a new kiosk near the new pump track.  The Laurentian Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain Club also will be doing work on Stone Valley trails during its annual work weekend scheduled for October 24-26.

Fall Fund Raising – Arbor Day Posters The committee will continue to raise funds for town beautification efforts using Arbor Day posters given to the town and signed by photographer Faye Martin.  Faye resides in Colton part of the year; and two years ago while strolling through Stowe Bay Park she photographed a white pine seedling sprouting out of a tree stump.  She entered the photo in the 2014 NYS Arbor Day poster competition sponsored by the state Department of Environmental Conservation and the NYS Nursery and Landscape Association.  She won, competing against over 800 other entries; and is now using this winning to help the town.  Her poster titled “Reborn” has information on the back about Arbor Day begun by J. Sterling Morton who was born in Adams, New York.  A framed copy can be seen in the Board Room at the Town Hall. During the summer $140 was raised by the committee through donations of $10 each for the poster.  Twenty copies of the signed poster are still available.
New Project with Colton Historical Society – Historic & Scenic Motor Tour As the committee continues to promote heritage tourism we are organizing a project team to update the historic and scenic motor tour presented by the Colton Historical Society in 1988 based on a motor tour prepared by the Colton Citizen’s Committee in 1976.  We plan to make the updated tour available via the town website and the focus of a new tourism map to help people experience places, artifacts and activities about the town’s past from cultural, historic and natural resource perspectives.  We invite others who are interested in assisting with this project to be part of the team.
Next Meeting During the committee’s next meeting on November 4 we will focus on specific autumn and winter activities, including assistance to the Winterfest Planning Committee.
A Big Thanks to All Those Who Helped Staff the Information Centers in Town of Colton during Summer 2014:

Colton Information Center at Stone Valley (in Museum on Main Street) Raquette River Information Center

(on State Highway 56 in South Colton) Summer Schedule Open weekends in June then daily through Labor Day

from 10am to 2pm.
Hildred Aldrich
Norma Ames

Dawn Atkinson
Gary Atkinson

Nancy Avery


Louise Bixby

Bob Blickwedehl
Patty Blickwedehl
Jack Bonno

Sharon Bonno

Suzanne Bosjolie
Nancy Fisher

Ethel Goodyear
Arlene Gotham
Ben Porter

Elaine Porter

Don Potter

Julie Regan

Evelyn Riehl

Louise Saunders

Jack Saunders

Hilda Shampine
Clark Warner

Barbara Watson
Mary Jane Watson

Kate Whitehorne
Arlene Wright

Ed Wright

**Cyndy Hennessy
Beverly Kearing

Frank Kearing

Bonnie Knight

Ed Knight

Mary LaComb

Charlie McCarthy

*Ruth McWilliams
*Scott Muller

Edith Norman

Howard Norman
Bessie Page

**Len Page

Kieran Perry
*Information Center Staffing Coordinators for Town’s Tourism & Beautification Committee: Scott Muller & Ruth McWilliams 
**Key Contacts for Town of Colton Agreement with Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers: Cyndy Hennessy & 
L. Michael (Len) Page
RECREATION REPORT
Mr. Richards thanked Kevin LaMora for donating $1000 from his recreation account toward resurfacing the pavilion floor. He also mentioned that there are 12 – 16 broomball teams and they are asking to play more nights a week. Scheduling for this many broomball games and kids free skating may be a problem. The Board tabled a decision.

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
A new base radio has been installed to meet FCC regulations and a new hand help radio will be ordered to replace an older unit.  Fall safety apparel has been ordered and distributed amongst the Highway and DPW Crews.  I would like to ask the board to approve the $75.00 stipend reimbursement to the DPW department for pathogen protection clothing.  This can be used in culmination with the safety boot reimbursement to get more clothing allowance for water proof safety apparel or combine both stipends to get a safety boot which meets OSHA standards as well as meets pathogen protection proofing.   
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Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE BOOT/CLOTHING STIPEND INCREASE
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize the $75 stipend for boots and $75 stipend for clothing be combined if necessary to purchase pathogen protection boots or clothing.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer - Retaining wall has been poured and the anchors are being installed and the backfill will be completed tomorrow.  The brush has been ground to chips and shipped out for a bio fuel at Fort Drum.  The rest which was not fuel usable anymore due to decomposition was bulldozed off with the help of Pierrepont’s Highway Department.  Compost has been turned and is cleaned up as well.  We are ready for another season of brush, leaves and needles.

Sewer & Water - Two new water customers will be installed this month.   Regular maintenance has been done at waste water treatment plant and things are running fine.  DASNY’s Star Carter is here to present the GPS program end out and our service agreement.  

Building and Grounds - The pavilion floor has been resurfaced and the hockey glass has been installed.  We hope to enclose the building down to the hockey glass before fall ends.  Landscaping has been completed at the Town Hall.  The library steps project is nearly complete with rails and parapet caps remaining to be done.   Plans for the Swift Field building upgrade is under way with plans on updating and increasing the septic system as Swift as well.

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Bulger reported the Highway crew has been paving. They have completed the Stark Rd and Arbuckle Lane. The sped control device in South Colton should be connected tomorrow. Mr. Bulger reported Mr. Hawley will be having surgery on his neck October 17th and will be off for a few weeks.
LIBRARY REPORT Pam Dumas, Library Trustee stated the Trustees are very pleased with the new steps. Mr. Robert said they will be usable after they install the rail next week. Mrs. McWilliams reported the book “Adirondack 102 Club” has sold out at the library and a new order has been submitted. The author of the book did a presentation last weekend. 

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported the Planning Board didn’t meet last month and they will be attending training in Potsdam on Tuesday.
CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:
1. Sandy Snyder has resigned from the Library Board. The Trustees plan on asking for the appointment to be filled with their recommendation in December when 2 others are due for re-appointments.

2. With policy changes we agreed to at the last meeting, it’s noted on the top Pending Jan. 1, 2015. Is this what you wanted or for it to start immediately? 

3. Judge Robar has asked the Town for a resolution to apply for a grant – it’s done and here for signing.

4. I have next year’s agreement ready for signing between the Town of Colton and the Senior Raqueteers.

5. The Winter Maintenance Agreement with St. Lawrence County Highway Dep’t. is also due.

6. Other contracts and agreements are due for approval.  

· North Country Life Flight
$  500

· Assoc. of Towns dues

$1000

· CDP



$5000

· Potsdam Humane Society
$4350

7. The Town agreed to pay for Lyme Disease testing for the Bti crew. Only 2 wish to be tested. Do you want them to make the appointments bring the bill to us to pay or do you want me to make whatever arrangements are necessary with the hospital to have them bill us directly? Ms. Arquiett was instructed to make arrangements with the hospital for Lyme Disease testing. 
8. The Finish Line has changed hands and the new owners are calling it Raquette River Pub and they are waiting for their temporary liquor license at this point.

9. Local Gov’t. Day is next Tuesday – I sent an e-mail to both Zoning and Planning Board Chairs for them to pass on and the Town Board has copies of the same. 

10. Sevey’s Point is opening Friday morning at 5 a.m.  Their hours will 5 a.m. to 7 p.m.   A Grand Opening will be in a couple of weeks.

Motion # 6

POLICY CHANGES TO BEGIN JAN 1
Motion made by Mr. Robert , seconded by Mrs. Hawley to begin Policy changes on Jan. 1, 2015 except for the boot/clothing change voted on earlier.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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Motion # 7

ADOPT RESOLUTION # 11 – 2014
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt Resolution # 11 – 2014 as written.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

JUSTICE COURT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Resolution # 11 -2014


WHEREAS; The Justice of the Town of Colton wishes to apply for a grant under the Justice Court Assistance

  Program to further enhance the department.
 BE IT RESOLVED; that the Honorable Dale P. Robar has Board approval to apply for a grant under the Justice 

 Court Assistance Program up to the maximum amount available.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that, this resolution upon presentation to the Colton Town Board at the regular

 monthly meeting dated October 8, 2014 was duly put to vote and carried unanimously.
Motion # 8

AUTHORIZE SIGNING OF WINTER MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT
Motion made Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize Supervisor Bulger and Highway Superintendent Hawley to sign the One-Year Winter Maintenance Agreement with St. Lawrence County.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 9
AUTHORIZE CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS FOR 2015

Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize the annual contracts/agreements with the following: North Country Life Flight $500, Assoc. of Towns $1000, CDP $5000 and Potsdam Humane Society 

$4350. Monies to be paid in January 2015.

TOWN ENGINEER’S REPORT Ike Cook spoke about a new solar project that he and Mr. Richards had been looking into. If the Town pursued this project, the savings would be in the Town property electric bills. The school would also be included. Information was given to the Board members to review prior to giving Mr. Cook authority to proceed with the application. If the Board decides to proceed, a special meeting will be scheduled to inform the public. At this time there is no cost to the Town.

CORRESPONDENCE

Attorney Gustafson – Letter to explain consent order for DEC.

Motion # 10

AUTHORIZE SIGNING OF CONSENT ORDER
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to proceed with DEC recommendations as concerns consent order.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Shoen requested Sunday Rock be named “Sally Thomas Park”.  A short discussion ensued. It was decided that a plaque would be purchased upon which will read “in Memory of Sally Thomas” 

Mr. Bulger scheduled a budget meeting for Monday October 20, 2014 at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall.

Motion # 11

ADJOURN AND ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adjourn the regular monthly meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss a particular employee.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried, 8:50 p.m.

No decisions were made in Executive Session to  report.

Motion # 12

ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn Executive Session.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried









             

____________________________












    Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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