COLTON NEWLETTER

April 2015

Authorized payment of bills: General Fund $ 41,659.47; Highway Fund $8,530.65; Colton Light District $840.44; South Colton Light District $887.94; Sewer District # 1 $1,936.67 and Water District # 1 $6,003.36

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Deb Christy, St. Lawrence County Trails Coordinator, gave a power point presentation on the snowmobile season and its economic impact and the multi-use trail system. She elaborated on the 40th Anniversary of the SLC Snowmobile Assoc. event held January 31 at Sevey’s Point.

DOG CONTROL REPORT  Mr. McConkey reported he logged 16 hours and 400 miles this past month because of calls for loose dogs. Any of the dogs they picked up were returned home instead of to the Humane Society because they were licensed and had their tags on. A few compliance letters were mailed and a couple tickets issued. 

Mr. Bulger stated Mr. McConkey has been doing an excellent job and to keep up the good work.

DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards submitted this written report:
Transfer : Our seasonal residents are coming back and business at the transfer station is busy.  Just a reminder to all of our residents…. Recycling keeps our costs down!  Everything is running smoothly operations-wise.  Our annual transfer report is now finished and submitted to the Town Board and DEC.  Our Solar project is currently seeking some DEC information on the closure of the old landfill.

Sewer & Water : The DPW is still asking all water customers to continue to run your water until other-wise instructed.  We have many weeks left to thaw frost several feet down.  Our WWTP is operating smoothly.  Our grant engineering study is also progressing along.

Building and Grounds : We will be moving forward now on asbestos testing a possible abatement on the blue house before demolition occurs in the spring located on the corner of 56 and Sugar Bush lane.  The built-in projection screen will also be installed in the Town Hall.  It is difficult to discuss spring clean up during which another snow fall is upon us. 

Recreation : Kevin will speak on the upcoming 5-k and fishing derby events.  We have been in discussion on materials and anything else he might need.  Our Rink closed for the season with over 2,200 people attending and participating in winter events at Swift field.  Next will be the completion of the new swing once the snow melts… if it does that is.  

SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Richards submitted this written report:
We discussed our health insurance program with all the town employees during a lunch hour that had questions this week.  Several employees were confused and misinformation was given to them.  Our thanks to the presenters from the teamsters who came and straightened out some issues and answered questions.  The health system that is newly set up is important to the safety and well being our employees.  Thanks to everyone who attended.   
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:

· Mr. Patzwald resigned from the Board of Assessment Review. Need a motion to accept.

· Mr. William Galvin has requested to be appointed to the BAR. Need a motion to appoint him. He has been made aware of necessary training along with the rest of the BAR members. Mr. Robert asked who else had shown interest. 
· Resolution # 9 – 2015  Volunteer Ambulance Worker’s Benefit 

· After checking with the Planning Board and General Code, they have completed the necessary changes. General Code provided a local law and I passed it along to Attorney Gustafson for his review before adoption.

· We’ve collected the 2nd installment of the 2015 Town & County Taxes. The 3rd  installment is due Monday June 1st since the last day of May falls on Sunday, and the County e-mailed looking for money again. I wrote another check to them today for $1,100,000.

· I will be out of the office 3 days at the end of the month, for the annual Clerk’s Conference. The Deputy Clerk will have the regular office  hours available.
· A short discussion was held on a motion made at last month’s meeting regarding the PERMA conference and the Bookkeeper’s request to attend the PERMA conference and Finance Training.
ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Ms. Miller reported:

Update Revaluation: The personal meetings and phone meetings with KLW Appraisal have ended.  There were 284 one to one meetings and 70 phone meetings.  I have heard many people concerned about the timing of the letters and disclosure notices.  It is imperative the public knows the release dates and project calendar are not created by the town or KLW Appraisals.  The dates for notice releases and meetings are set by New York State.  It is unfortunate that many people are out of the area during this time but it was emphasized at every public information meeting the process would be winding up by March 1, 2015.  At this time, meetings are completed for the preliminary portion of the revaluation.  It is now time to review meeting information and determine if changes will be made.  The next set of change notices will be mailed out near May 1, 2015.  

During the meetings one of the main issues was the “tax” notation on the bottom of the disclosure notice.  This too, is mandated by the state.  The letter states this was a hypothetical tax liability and that is just what it is.  Unfortunately, many who scheduled meetings were more concerned with the actual tax burden shift versus the assessed value.

It is important to note participation from property owners has been outstanding in comparison to other public information meetings for revaluation projects.  There has been an incredible amount of information shared both at the public information sessions and private meetings.

Very Important Note: I have continually asked people to wait until after May 1st Tentative Roll and assessment change notices are out.  If you complete the grievance form (rp524) before this, there is a good change you will be completing it incorrectly.  Many values may be changing as a result of informational meetings.  Property owners who did not participate in an informational exchange may see an increase or decrease as a result of other meetings.  If the grievance form is completed incorrectly and is submitted this way, it is not a valid grievance and will be denied. So, have patience, complete the form but hold it to verify values.

I have been watching the St. Lawrence County real estate movement within the Town of Colton.  There are no new additions to the market, none of the existing advertised sales have been lowered and all properties on the site have asking prices significantly higher than the assessed values currently placed on properties. 

Combining Parcels

Finally, I would like to have noted in the minutes that from this point on, property owners who which to have multiple properties joined together in the future will require a deed to do so.  This deed does not have to be filed with St. Lawrence County, although I do recommend that you complete the process if able.  So, keep in mind if a property owner comes to my office to request to have multiple lots combined I will ask for the deed.  The deadline has passed for combined properties for the upcoming tax year.  Property owners have until next March 1 (2016) to have a deed prepared for combined parcels.  There will be no exceptions.

Bti REPORT Ms. Malik submitted this written report:

· This is the 30th year for the Bti Program

· We received our Aquatic permits for Black Fly and Mosquito control March 31st.  The DEC issued a 5 year permit so this will save $200 a year for the next 5 years.  Also, we won’t have to delay getting started if the weather breaks earlier.

· Stream treatments for black flies began on April 1, 2015.  It is still too early to start on mosquitoes.

· There is still a lot of snow and ice in the woods and we’ve been working on snowshoes. I know we are all tired of the cold and snow but, the slow start of Spring has allowed us to get a good start before any major melting and, the cold slows down the development of the black fly larvae, giving us a better chance to get the streams treated before they pupate.

· The crew all returned….we’re off to a great start!
RECREATION REPORT  Mr. LaMora reported:

· Kayak raffle – tickets are selling good, still need to sell more. You can also get them at the Town Hall.

· Dash for Cash –  May 2 on the Leary Road. Tim Horton’s is providing free coffee for the event. I am in need of a hay wagon to use for a stage, water jugs, tables and  garbage cans. The trophies are in and the event is on northernrunner.org.

· Youth Fishing Derby – Several new big businesses are making commitments this year, Brookfield, NYSCOBA, Pizza Hut and Ponderosa. Some prizes have already been purchased. Channel 7 News will be here.

· Volunteers are needed for both the Dash for Cash and the Youth Fishing Derby. Call Kevin LaMora at 262-0899
TOURISM & BEATIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Some key projects requiring our attention at this time are highlighted below.  

Summer Associate to Assist with Summer Music Performances : Now that the town has received its grant support from the NYS Council on the Arts through the St. Lawrence County Arts Council the committee is moving forward with the application process for a Summer Associate to assist with the series of seven music performances which begin June 24.  The updated position description and application form have been given to Guidance Counselor Heather Rousell at Colton-Pierrepont Central School to advertise to students who will be in high school as of September 2015.  The deadline for applying is May 15.  The Summer Associate can earn as much as $250 by assisting with the performances and related activities which will be documented throughout the summer via a signed job agreement.
Raquette River Blueway Trail Projects : Contractors working on the new marketing plan for the Raquette River Blueway Trail are seeking input about tourism and recreation through a number of means.  This builds upon input provided by the Town of Colton and other municipalities last year.  Input on the following is now being sought through an online Survey Monkey process from municipalities, businesses, organizations, schools and other stakeholders engaged in tourism & recreation activities in the river corridor. www.surveymonkey.com/r/RAQUETTERIVERMARKETINGSURVEY.
· Current or future tourism and recreation‐oriented development projects that communities or organizations wish to advance

· Sites that may be appropriate for promotion or outside investment

· Incentives communities are considering to advance their attractiveness for tourism growth

A news story published last week has been shared via the town’s Facebook page and a variety of e-mail distribution lists to help spread the word and provide the link to the survey.  Also the first input workshop with contractors was held April 7 at The Wild Center in Tupper Lake to review data gathering and a retail analysis by the contractors. A second workshop, proposed for April 21 at The Wild Center, may be postponed to provide more time for input and analysis. 

Also at this time Raquette River partners are awaiting review of documents by the NYS Department of State about following projects before next steps can be taken.

· Stone Valley improvements (including a handicap-accessible bathroom and ramp at the Colton Museum where the Information Center at Stone Valley is located)

· New website for the Blueway Trail

· Voluntary Stewardship Plan for the river corridor

· Series of 15 new kiosks from Blue Mountain Lake to Akwesasne (including one in hamlet of South Colton)

The oral history project about dam building along the Raquette River between Piercefield and Raymondville continues with Traditional Arts in Upstate New York as contractor. 
Next Meeting – Tentatively scheduled for May 12 in Town Hall

The agenda for the committee’s next meeting will focus on spring work including Caring for Colton Days to clean up town parks and other planted areas, tentatively scheduled for May 9, and to do work on the John Stone Memorial Nature Trail scheduled for May 23.
HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley submitted this written report:

Since the last board meeting we have been focusing on snow and ice as well as vehicle maintenance. I certainly hope this snow season is over with so we can get started on street cleaning. After street cleaning we will spend a couple of weeks grading our dirt roads then it is time for our summer Capital work.

I have not received the official letter from CHIPS, however I did find on the Comptroller’s web site the listing of each municipality and what we are expected to receive . Colton’s share is $142,843 including the Governor Severe Winter Recovery Money. This is right in line with last’s year’s Chips Allotment. Asphalt prices for the Month of April are about the same, year over year. All this being said we should be able to pave another 2 miles maybe a little more again this year.

Therefore, I am requesting a budget Amendment to be approved to reflect the anticipated increase in CHIPS funds on the revenue and expense side. The anticipated increase is $18,413.24.

HIGHWAY REPORT CONTINUED
I have been coordinating with one of Brookfield’s head bean counters on the last culvert that needs to be replaced on Stark Road. This pipe is connected to one of their drainage systems, and hopefully this will be replaced early on in the construction season, the final 7/10 miles of that Road can be paved. The rest of the work I want to look at is going to require a good thaw so I can get culverts measured up and prices figured so I can plan project lengths. I intend to have a detailed list of projects for next month’s meeting.

Our new plow truck Chassis is in Watertown. It should be in Harrisville later this week. The equipment build is scheduled for some time in May, so everything is on schedule and we should see it in the first part of June.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Solar Energy – Ball with DPW, looking for DEC permit closing landfill

B. Blue house demo – Waiting for Highway and DPW to start clearing land for parking and demo of house. 
C. Sidewalk Contract – last Contractor failed to perform. Going back out to bid.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Replace Server  - Clear Data Solutions, whom we contract with has ordered a new server and it will be installed as soon as possible.

B. Deferred Compensation – information meeting scheduled for April 28th at the town Hall.

C. Board Meetings  - Next scheduled meeting is May 13, 2015; Special TBA

D. Morgan Road – Mr. Robert asked that when the Raquette River Blueway Trail is working on grants to include atv’s and utv’s and snowmobiles. He stated we need to start developing that land, in the future the state plans on taxing town owned unused lands. Mrs. McWilliams stated they have not been excluded and asked if he filled out the survey for the marketing plan. Mr. Robert said no, but he will.

Mrs. Mary Long asked what was going on with the Economic Enhancement Committee. Mr. Robert reported they are going to start meeting monthly again at local business. 

Mr. Bulger commented on a meeting Mrs. McWilliams had with DPW Sup’t. Richards. She reported they touched on several topics and he had anticipated the T & B Committee helping to raise funds for Swift Field. Mrs. McWilliams stated that is a big undertaking they just don’t have time to do. 

Mrs. Long was asked when the Fish & Game Bullhead Dinner is going to be, she replied May 2, 2015.

Mr. Robert asked Mr. Bulger about progress on a light at Sevey’s Corner. Mr. Bulger replied he contacted DOT Engineer Ernie Olin. Mr. Olin said he will check into what would be feasible IE: rumble strips, signage or lighting.

Mr. Bulger noted the cell phone policy will have to be looked at again and briefly mentioned the bridges in town that are over 25’ and whether or not they are to be maintained by the County. He has Attorney Gustafson checking into the bridge issue.

[image: image1.jpg]B\




RABIES CLINIC                                                                                                                           [image: image2.png]



Thursday, May 14, 2015

MSB Building, Wildwood Rd.

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

