Regular Monthly Colton Town Board, December 9, 2015
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.								   Donald Shoen
												   Ronald Robert

Absent: Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.

Others present: Mike Hann, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Tina Miller, Ed Fuhr, Jerry Wilson, Dan Collins, 
		 Deb Christy, Mary Jane Watson and Rick Perkins 
			 
Supervisor Bulger opened the regular monthly meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the minutes of the November 4th Public Hearing, November 4th Regular Monthly meeting and the Special meeting of November 16th.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   1   Robert
Motion carried

Mr. Robert commented that his statement “Denny ran things like a dictator/military style was missing from the minutes. I have never attended such an unethical meeting as the special meeting last month.” 

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 12 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve the bills on Warrant # 12, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   3   Shoen, Hayes, Bulger
Noes   0
Abstain 2 Hawley, Robert
Motion carried

Mrs. Hawley and Mr. Robert abstained from voting on the approval of the Warrant(bills) because the bill for paving the “Complete Streets /car pool area – a shared project with NYS DOT – was included for payment. As a side light it
is noted that the bill had already received Board approval at an earlier meeting.

General Fund	$  53,230.71 
Highway Fund	$  19,305.75 
Colton Light District	$       796.21     
South Colton Light District	$       756.75 
Sewer District #1	$    2,499.88
Water District #1	$    3,108.63   

The following accounts are over budget as of November 30, 2015:

General Fund: 
A1220.4	Town Sup. Contr.		$        2.16    +   100
A1490.12	Public Works Sec.		      512.36    +   2000 
A1620.1	Bldgs P.S			    9531.89    +   8000   
A3310.4	Signs Traffic Control		      976.16    +   500
A3650.4	Demo Unsafe Bldgs		  15633.77    +   2000
A5010.4	Hwy Sup’t. Contr.		        62.04    +   300
A7510.1	Town Historian P.S.		        14.00
A8510.4	Beautification, Contr.		        58.80    +   500
Anticipated
A7140.21	Rec. Areas, Equip.		$   4000.00
A8160.4	T.S. Contr.			   13000.00
A9030.8	Social Security		     3700.00
A9035.8	Medicare			     1000.00
A8020.41	Planning Board Contr.	       100.00
	   		                 TOTAL     $ 61991.18
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Recommendation for transfers:
  A1355.41	Assessment Reval			$   17991.18 
  A1420.4	Attorney for Town, Contr.		     14000.00    
  A1620.4	Bldgs, Contr.				     10000.00  
  A1910.4	Unallocated Ins.			       2000.00    
  A4068.4	Black Fly P.S..			       3000.00
  A5132.4	Garage, Equip.			     15000.00       
					TOTAL      	$  61991.18

Highway Fund:
DA5130.4	Machinery Contr.			$  1453.06    +   8000
DA5140.4	Brush & Weeds Contr.		      966.11    +   6000
Anticipated
DA5142.1	Snow Removal P.S.			  21000.00
					TOTAL          $37419.17			
  Recommendation for transfer:
  DA5112.11	Improvements, P.S.			$25000.00
  DA5142.4	Snow Removal Contr.			  12419.17
	 				TOTAL	$37419.17

Library Fund:  
L7410.4102	Books					$   619.57    +   1000
L7410.4330	Postage				       20.41    +   50
L7410.4360	Contracts				       76.50
					TOTAL     	$ 1766.48

  Recommendation for transfer:
  L7410.4520	Bldg Repairs		TOTAL       	$ 1766.48

Sewer Fund: Anticipated
SS8110.13	Sewer Clerk, P.S.			$ 500.00

  Recommendation for transfer:
  SS8110.12	Sewer P.S.		 TOTAL      	$ 500.00

Water Fund: Anticipated	
SW8310.13	Water Clerk P.S.			$  600.00
SW9030.8	Social Security			    500.00
SW9035.8	Medicare				    100.00
					TOTAL	$1200.00

  Recommended for transfer:
  SW8310.4	Water Contr.		TOTAL      	$1200.00


COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Deb Christy, SLC Trail Coordinator - I am here tonight to thank the Town of Colton for all their help this summer with our multi use trail off Cold Brook Drive. 
  I want to Thank Ronnie Roberts for being a part of our trails board and for contacting Kevin and letting us know when the town excavator would be working on French Pond Road. 
  Thank you to Denny and Kevin for making arrangements for the excavator to be used for the weekend. 
  I also want to thank Chad Dennis and Mike Long for volunteering to operate the excavator for the weekend on their  time off.  
The St Lawrence Trails Advisory Board takes great pride in all we have accomplished and all we hope to accomplish in the future to connect our multi use trail across our county. We appreciate you helping us work toward our goal of connecting thru Colton. Businesses, communities, and organizations supporting each other are what makes the North Country such a great place to live, work and recreate.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone!

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Mr. Bulger provided Mr. Richards written report.
Currently our permits have reached 67 permits for the year, nine new ones for the month of November.  This weather has provided builders more ability to get projects started this year.  Currently we have two subdivisions still pending APA approval and will hopefully complete prior to our January Planning Board meeting.  One ZBA application was approved for an area variance prior to a subdivision which was later then approved by the planning board.  Our temporary Land Use Books and Schedules have been picked up at the printers and are available for light reading in the Clerk’s office. 
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
· A representative from Albany’s Dep’t. of Taxation and Finance Office of Real Property attended the December meeting of the St. Lawrence County Chapter of the NYS Assessor’s Association. I was presented with a certificate for the Town of Colton for “Excellence in Equity for 2015”.
· STAR Exemption news: There are new updates to the STAR regulations. Please remember, NYS is in the process of auditing towns within NYS including St. Lawrence County. The auditors may come into my office and pull any number of files for those receiving Enhanced STAR. If it is found I do not have the proper documentation and that you may have intentionally provide incorrect information in regards to meeting the criteria for the STAR, there will be a penalty of the greater of $100 or 20% of the amount saved of the improperly received savings AND will prohibited from receiving STAR Exemption for 6 years and may be subject to criminal prosecution.
· STAR renewals will be mailed out by the end of the week. If a renewal application for the enhanced STAR is received and someone wants to know if they need to send income.. the answer is YES! If they do not file income tax then provide my office with a copy of any statement showing income (if it’s a bank statement, you may black out anything that is not pertinent to proof of income), a copy of the year end 2015 social security statement or retirement statement. The form states types of income that should be provided. If income tax is not filed, this is the time to start looking for income documents such as retirement statements or your December bank statement which shows your deposit. STAR renewals will be accepted through 3/1/2016. If an IVP (Income Verification Program) form was filled out and you still receive a renewal form, it means that NYS had a problem with the form, such as incorrect social security numbers or your income is being questioned. A property owner may complete another IVP form.
· Green Cards: Those property owners who have received the enhanced STAR in the past and receive a Green Postcard this year, PLEASE read it! It states that you are approved by NYS to receive the enhanced STAR exemption for 2016.
· As we prepare for the County/Town tax bills to arrive PLEASE KEEP IN MIND: if you are assessed fairly, but you feel that your taxes are too high, Assessors do NOT determine your property taxes. If you feel as though your assessment accurately reflects the market value of your property, but you still feel that your property taxes are too high, you may wish to address this matter with the taxing jurisdictions that impose taxes in your community – school boards, county legislature, city council, town board, fire district and other special districts.
The Assessor cannot assist you with tax matters, but only with matters pertaining to the assessed value of your property.

DPW & SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Bulger noted Board Members had copies of Mr. Richards report:
Transfer - We recently shipped nearly 7,000 lbs of electronic waste to recycling.  This is a considerable amount of e-waste not being shipped to landfills.   Compost has been turned prior to winter.  The DPW Supt. was video interviewed by the school’s Lego Robotics Club to raise awareness on recycling, reusing and composting.  It was edited and will be used at a Clarkson competition. 
Waste Water & Water - Our wastewater treatment plant was unfortunately above the line for grant / revolving fund money as a needs based treatment plant.  Our engineer speculates that our plant’s efficiency and sample reports satisfy the DEC which causes our plant to look too good for aid despite its 45 year old statues.   Ike Cook, our Town Engineer states that other sources of funding are available and we will find other funding.   Gulf Road lift station has been repaired and we are still waiting for new batteries for the lift stations for alarm backup from Well’s Communication.     
Building and Grounds - Swift Field Recreation building has been sided and electrical lighting is complete.  We are still waiting on our electrical service which will be trenched this week.  Propane tanks for heating and hot water were dropped and connections are being made to the boiler.  Several unsafe trees have been taken down at swift field and the parking lot will be leveled and trees will be planted for future shade at Swift.  We are asking the board to move to approve three new lights to the Lighting districts outside three municipal buildings, Town Hall, MSB and Highway Garage.  This provides a great deal of safety and security to these entrances and buildings.  Attached are the details from an e-mail to National Grid.
SAFETY
Hydrants in Town have been serviced for the winter season.  

Motion # 4
 AUTHORIZE INSTALLATION OF 3 NEW LIGHTS
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize installation of lights as recommended by DPW Sup’t.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

RAQUETTE RIVER PROPERTY OWNERS COMMITTEE Mr. Bulger reported Mr. Nesbit is Chairperson of the Committee and other Committee members had a meeting with Brookfield representatives and a couple Town Board Members to air their concerns. The meeting was productive and beneficial. Mr. Fuhr stated he would like Mr. Davis the Brookfield Rep to introduce the Committee to his replacement if/when the time comes to keep a smooth transition and open conversation.
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TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Holiday Remembrance Tree Project - Forty trees were lighted on December 6—20 near the Colton Museum on Main Street; and 20 in Three Falls Park in South Colton.  In the end the committee sponsored three trees: one celebrating the Colton Fire Department’s 100th Anniversary which was decorated by a crew of the Fire Department; one for Evelyn Riehl who actively participated in committee activities and passed away in December 2014; and one for Evelyn’s son Bill who was a leader of The Sunday Rock Legacy Project until he unexpectedly passed away before Thanksgiving.  We sincerely appreciate all those who sponsored and decorated trees and who participated in the lighting of the trees.  And we thank the Colton Historical Society for hosting the reception afterward and reading the names of those being remembered. Also the town’s tree by the Town Hall shines brighter now with its new lights.  And other lights in the community certainly add warmth to the season and help brighten the winter nights.  The town will keep the lights on through Winterfest Weekend on January 29-31 and encourages others to do so.
Barn Quilt for Nature Center at Higley Flow State Park  Art Club students at Colton-Pierrepont Central School should have the new barn quilt painted within a few weeks so park officials can install it during December.  The ‘Trails through the Woods’ design was selected by the Friends of Higley Flow State Park; and the sign board for it was supplied by the park.  The barn quilt is one of three murals being painted by students in preparation for Winterfest.  The other two murals, designed by students and selected through a school contest, will be displayed temporarily as part of the ‘Art Around Town’ activity during Winterfest.  In January student painters will work with the committee on a barn quilt display for the Quilt Show being held during Winterfest.  
2016 Work Plan - The committee’s final work plan for 2016 revises the draft submitted in September as part of the budget planning process.  Some new activities include the sale of Adirondack 102 Club books as Dennis Eickhoff winds down selling the Library’s supply.  Also the committee will assist the Colton Historical Society with a historic resources / building survey to begin in 2016.  The work plan also expands some activities such as having Caring for Colton Days in October as well as May in order to weed and mulch planted beds in town during both the autumn and spring; and to pick up trash along Lenny Road and in parking areas multiple times a year.  There also are some new approaches to existing activities with the biggest being perhaps the combination of the annual Flea Market with Colton Country Days in July.  A committee, with co-chairs from the Colton Historical Society and the Tourism & Beautification Committee, will begin planning the summer festival in late winter / early spring.  The involvement of others in planning what will hopefully be an expanded set of activities during Colton Country Days is wanted and welcomed.  The committee’s work plan will be posted on the town website under Government / Committees / Tourism & Beautification.
Website Updates on Businesses and Organizations - Scott Muller is collecting information about businesses and organizations in town for updating on the information on the town website by the end of December.  Please let Scott know of needed changes by calling 315-244-9956.
Next Monthly Meeting – January 12 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall - During the January meeting the committee will focus on its involvement in Winterfest.  Once the Winterfest schedule is finalized by the planning committee chaired by Grace Hawley it will be posted on the town website and other publicity will be done.  Posters should be going up around town and in neighboring communities by the end of December.   

HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley reported:
· Since the last board meeting we have been working in the shop mostly. We have all of the trucks ready for the anticipated winter weather.
· We also spent a week with Chris Shea taking down danger trees on several of our roads. In all we took down over 100 bad trees, trying to concentrate on the ones in the worst condition.
· We have been out cold patching.  There was two large sink holes on River Street down towards the power house, caused by a beaver digging into the bank. One was approx 12" in diameter and 15 feet deep, the other was behind the guide rail approximately 3 feet diameter and about the same depth. Given the pedestrian traffic with the nature trail, as well as fisherman, this was a dangerous situation. We filled the sink holes with a form of concrete known as flow able fill. I will be monitoring this situation.
· The surplus equipment auction went well again, Auctions International is an online Auction Company with a large base of bidders. In the past we would advertise surplus equipment locally for sale, and we normally would get around the price of scrap for it. I learned of this company at one of our County meetings several years ago and I have been using them since. The one item that particularly went well was the old Army truck that I purchased from Fort Drum four years ago for $500. This truck sold for $3,350. All total we got  $12,607.
· I requested and received four bids from local Dealers for the purchase of a new tilt bed equipment trailer. The bids ranged from $6410 to $7400. Steve's RV was the low bidder at $6410. I would like to ask the board to award the low bid to Steve's RV.
· We received 3 quotes from the OGS mini bid for a new 2016 F-250 pickup truck. The low bidder was Carbone Auto Group from Utica NY. at $27,564. I would like the board to except the low bid and authorize me to order it.

Motion # 5
ACCEPT /AWARD BID FOR HWY TRAILER
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept and award the bid to Steve’s RV for the purchase of a trailer for the Highway Department.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried
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Motion # 6
AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF F-250 TRUCK
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize purchase of F-250 truck for Highway Department contingent upon lease arrangements being acceptable with NYS Comptroller reporting requirements.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

PLANNING BOARD REPORT  Mr. Fuhr reported:
We have been catching up and making progress. The Code Books for temporary use until the new one is adopted has been reprinted so everyone has the same book. Mr. Fuhr asked where we stood with the vacancy. Ms. Arquiett stated the opening has been advertised twice and no response yet. Mr. Fuhr said he would try and find someone to fill it. Mr. Robert said Mr. Granger may possibly be interested. Mr. Bulger stated he received requests from both ZBA and PB for assistance from St. Lawrence County with the Code Book , they will bill us for time and material. Mr. Fuhr also stated there is no December meeting.

Motion # 7
ATHORIZE USE OF SLC PO SERVICES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize the use of St. Lawrence County Planning Office to assist with the finalization of the Code Book. The expense is not to exceed $5,000.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:
Pam Dumas is up for reappointment as a Library Trustee and Mr. Cayey was re-elected to the Board of Fire Commissioners.

Motion # 8
REAPPOINT MRS. DUMAS AS LIBRARY TRUSTEE
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to re-appoint Pamela Dumas as Library Trustee, term will expire December 31, 2020.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Budget feedback – Mr. Bulger stated “we took a hit on the sales tax revenue, it was $28,000 less than we had estimated and we were conservative on our estimate.
B. Solar – Mr. Shoen stated since the land on Lenny Rd. isn’t going to work, can we check into the Firemen’s Field. I would like to have a formal meeting with the Fire Dep’t. to request use of the field. Mr. Bulger said he would extend an invitation.
C. Wastewater Treatment Grant – Discuss when Darren and Ike are here.
D. Audit – Will make dates in January.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Appointments – Done in meeting.
B. Land Use Code – Addressed in meeting.
C. Board meetings – Next Scheduled Meeting is January 2, 2016.

LEGISLATOR’S REPORT Mr. Perkins reported at last Mondays meeting they passed 39 resolutions, modified the Sheriff Dep’t. Budget, filled several positions and eliminated a couple positions. Everybody across the board took a 10% decrease. Of Course the big news is that we are getting a $3 million bond to purchase highway equipment and we are leasing some fleet vehicles through Enterprise Lease Systems, both of these contracts will save the County money. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chris Shea has donated a full day of his time to install banners and decorate a couple trees by the Town Hall which needed his expertise and equipment to reach the top. Thank you Chris!  

Deb Christy was given accolades by Mr. Perkins and Mr. Robert for her work on the trail system and “without her the trail system wouldn’t be what it is today.” 

Motion # 9
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made to adjourn by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried, 8:06 p.m.								____________________________
											    Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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