Regular Monthly Meeting Colton Town Board, January 6, 2016

County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor





Councilpersons: Grace Hawley


  Donna Arquiett, Clerk







   Katheryn Hayes


  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.







   Donald Shoen


  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.






   Ronald Robert

Others present: Ike Cook, Mary Jane Watson, Ed Fuhr, Kevin LaMora, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, 



 Jerry Wilson, Tina Miller and Rick Perkins.

Supervisor Bulger opened the regular monthly meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

Motion # 1

ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0    

Motion carried
Motion # 2

ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the minutes of the December 9th  Regular Monthly meeting.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0   

Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 1 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 1, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

General Fund
$  169,388.56
Highway Fund
$    20,069.63
Colton Light District
$         823.62
South Colton Light District
$         781.78
Sewer District #1
$      9,718.83
Water District #1
$      1,384.18
The following accounts are over budget as of December 31, 2015:
General Fund: 

A1620.1
Bldgs P.S


    $1534.15   

Recommended for transfer:
A1620.4
Bldgs, Contr.


    $1534.15
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR No one had anything to offer.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Mr. Perkins reported there has been a change in leadership at the County since the first of the year. Finance & Services are still trying to find more ways to generate revenue vs. cutting services. The organizational duties were performed, grants renewed, approved the Sheriff’s contract and restored the Trail Coordinator position to full time. The health insurance increased 12% this year so the County is shopping for another health insurance company. Mr. Perkins stated he is more involved and more meetings at the County level and will miss more Colton meetings.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:

For the month of December we had five permits to round out the year at 68 permits total for the year.  Down about 30 plus permits from other years, but our subdivisions are increasing with future developments possible.  Dollar General has expressed an interest in developing a store in the Colton Hamlet.  As they progress at a possible land acquisition.  Feasibility planning will occur at the Planning Board level.  Solar installations have increased in the town of Colton at the residential level.  Final electrical inspections have come into file for those permits.  The 2014 Department of State Report was filled prior to 2015 ending.  We are now preparing to archive our past permits and generate the 2015 report to the Department of State as well. I’m requesting to pay the NYS Boiler Inspection invoice with the early bills.
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Motion # 4

PAY NYSBOILER INSPECTION WITH EARLY BILLS
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to authorize the payment of the invoice for NYS Boiler Inspection be paid with the early bills.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station - With the recycling materials increasing in volume and diversity, ie: electronic recycling waste, 
used oil recapturing and upcoming items such as textiles and used power tool batteries… It is evident that the DPW will need to improve upon our Transfer station a building to house, maintain and handle materials more efficiently.  The deterioration of the transfer station building is quickly making it one of the next priorities in building replacement/upgrade projects.  In our five year plan it will fall in the Spring of 2017 projection timeline. Recycling tracking will get monitored closer in the near future as well.

Water & Sewer - Ike Cook and I spoke about our next infrastructure initiative since our WWTP replacement hasn’t received the funding grants as projected.  We are strategizing on other funding sources and how to position ourselves for other funding projects such as a possible water tank replacement as well. Grant funding may dictate which project gets completed first, not oddly enough, which needs replacing first.

Buildings and Grounds - Swift Field Recreation building is getting very close to completion. Broom ball leagues are supposed to start next week but the weather may not cooperate.  We are have a punch list of things to do prior to opening and after opening the rink as well.  We will announce when we open with very little lead time and make it a soft opening with a grand opening at a later date.  We are gearing up to recognize everyone who made the rec. building possible. Our first major snow/ice storm has passed and all equipment worked fine during December and so far January.  
SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Remaining money for the fiscal year has been spent in the safety budget on the inspections of fire and security panels in all of our municipal buildings. The inspections found the systems to be in perfectly excellent working order with no issues found during testing.
ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Ms. Miller reported:

· As you know, STAR renewals have been mailed out .  I have begun receiving calls asking if proof of income must be attached.  If you received a renewal application the answer is YES!  The best option is a copy of the 2014 income tax return.  If you do not file income tax then you may provide a copy of a bank statement showing deposit of income (you may cross out anything that is not pertinent), or a copy of your year end 2014 social security statement and/or retirement statement.  This is the same every year and I ask that you plan ahead for this.  The form states types of income you should provide.  If you do not file NYS income tax you may not be placed on the annual automatic renewal program (Income Verification Program).   If you have completed  the IVP and have received automatic renewal in the past does not mean will automatically be approved for this year.  If you receive a renewal application and may not have in the past, it means that the Dept. of Taxation and Finance may have questions.  It is possible that there may be a jump in income, there may have been the death and the SS number is not showing on the income research.  If you receive a renewal application, you must complete it and return it to me.  You may want to complete a new IVP form if status has changed in your household.  STAR renewals will be only accepted until 03/01/2016.

· Already this week we have received more than 20 calls regarding taxes.  A reminder that if you are calling about your taxes the assessment office is not able to help.  If you are calling to grieve your assessment, please be aware it must be done through the grievance process.  I will not accept any grievance forms until after tentative roll is filed.  The reason for this is that values may change up to the date of March 1, 2015.  You can’t complete a grievance form if you don’t know what your assessment will be for 2016.  You may begin to prepare your comparable sales, take your photos or collect whatever data you think you will need but I will not accept it at my office at this time.  Do not call my office just to tell you will be grieving.  

· I have been reviewing sales an currently, most of the validated sales are below the 2015 assessed value of the property that sold.  If I reviewed property earlier this year and noted a possible reduction for topo or other reasons remember that those were preliminary values.  Upon review of sales in the some specific areas, these reductions may be reviewed before the tentative roll is filed.  If a person is going to grieve their property assessment it is up the owner to provide proof to the board or at an informal hearing.  

The number to the Assessment Office is 315-262-2848.  Please leave a message if no one answers.  Deanna Stevenson is there generally on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  There are times here schedule alters somewhat. If you leave a message your call will be returned as soon as we are able to get the message.

Please be aware the Office of Assessment is undergoing changes to the process of joining property in the Town of Colton. I have provided an attachment describing the process. (Review Briefly)
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For those considering joining properties in the Town of Colton please read the following: The combining of any properties in the Town of Colton requires a deed defining properties as one lot under one description.  
Real Property Tax Law states:

For tax map and assessment administration purposes, the term "lot," which is synonymous with "land parcel," means a contiguous land area under a single fee ownership as far as may be practicable, used or intended for use as a single piece (9 NYCRR 189.1(h),(i)). ALSO, the determination of what constitutes a parcel is made on the basis of an individual deed description. In common parlance the expression "one deed, one parcel”…… it has been opined by some in the assessment community,(including the Town of Colton’s Assessment Administration) that multiple and separately deeded properties under the same ownership must be combined and described as a single property in one deed to be considered as a single  parcel for assessment administration purposes.
State Board (9 NYCRR 189). Subject to those rules and applicable provisions of law, it is the duty of the assessor to determine what is a parcel for purposes of real property taxation.

In the past, prior to the revaluation in the town of Colton, and under a different administration, there were processes and procedures that have since changed or are in the process of change under this current administration.  As with any change, there must be a beginning date.  This office has been diligently working at bringing the practice of combining parcels to its full effect, and shall enforce this practice in full by March 1, 2016.  If a property owner should go directly to the county, the application will be denied when it arrives at my office unless there is a deed as noted above.  The current practice of joining parcels, until March 1, 2016, shall be allowed if the parcels are contiguous and are on the same deed.  Be it noted that This office will not accept a request to join properties that are on separate deeds and/or are not contiguous.
The reason for having lots contiguous and described as one on a single deed is not only an effort to enable the assessment office to be consistent when placing value on this type of property but also to assist the Code Enforcement Office and Zoning/Planning Committee in carrying out the codes and regulations of the Town of Colton.  If a property owner was to combine properties strictly to avoid taxes, and is allowed to combine numerous lots for taxation purposes, with separate deeds and separate description, it becomes very difficult for our Code and Planning offices to follow the individually deeded lots within the “single assessed lot”.  For example, four parcels, joined into one parcel for assessment purposes and with separate descriptions, does not mean it is then considered a single parcel when attempting to make improvements to the property.  Each lot still has individual meets and bounds.  As you can imagine, this can become a very large issue when placing well, septic, houses or smaller improvements on each individual lot.  One still must follow the code for each lot as if separate when joined by deed, with separate descriptions. The property owner and code enforcement officer would now have to consider 13 different meets and bounds. If the property is joined as one, in one deed with one description, there would be 4 meets and bounds to consider.  

   This practice is not an in place to make hardship for the property owner but an effort to bring The Town of Colton’s assessment, code enforcement and zoning/planning committee to an updated and equitable system for determining value, eligibility and equitability.

RECREATION REPORT  Mr. LaMora reported: A coupon book is for sale, $20 saves you more than $5,000. Also, a mega raffle for $3 each or 4 for $10 gets you a chance on an ATV, smart TV, Cash, Tree stand, 7 man tent or a 1 night stay with dinner at the Hampton Inn. Proceeds from coupon book and raffle sales are to  buy prizes for the Youth Fishing Derby, July 17, 2016. Mr. LaMora reported the disc golf course still needs wood chips and a few trees/brush cleared. He has been reaching out to Dallas Mavericks Head Coach, Rick Carlisle, who is from the Lisbon/Ogdensburg area. Hopefully he can offer some time, donation or merchandise for the Youth Fishing Derby.
Plus at WinterQuest, there will be a pizza eating contest Saturday January 30th at the South Colton Pavilion. TIME:  6pm-7pm (during Rock and Skate ) $5 / 5 minutes – go head to head challenging participants to eat as much cheese pizza (  by Jessie’s pizza -Potsdam  ). RULES:   One hand behind back, one large slice at a time provided by servers. 5 participants at a time sitting in chairs at a table.  ( SIMPLE )!!! CALL 262-0899    ASAP TO GET PUT ON THE LIST !!      WINNER – will receive a prize and champion t- shirt.

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported: another event has been added to WinterQuest that isn’t on the schedule or advertisements. Cindy McLean is again offering free clothing to the Colton residents. This will be at the JR Watson Community Center in South Colton, all day Saturday.
Winterfest Weekend / Winter Quest - A preliminary schedule of activities for January 29-31 being organized by 
the Winterfest Planning Committee chaired by Grace Hawley with the help of many individuals, organizations and businesses is now posted on the town’s website at: http://www.townofcolton.com/winterfest.html.  Also posters are displayed around town and in nearby communities.  New activities include snowshoe races at Swift Field and bubble soccer at Colton-Pierrepont Central School (CPCS).  The ever-popular spaghetti dinner will include music by school students and Mary Ann Casale as well as the presentation of the Citizen of the Year Award.  And an educational presentation on the wolf’s life by the Adirondack Wildlife Refuge on Sunday afternoon supported by the Colton-Pierrepont Teachers’ Association will be held in the CPCS Auditorium.  The 'Winter Quest' theme will be highlighted through an expanded passport activity.  Players reaching at least 14 of 22 events will be eligible to win awards.  Passport forms will be available at the Town Hall before and during the festival; and also at the Colton Methodist Church throughout its weekend of sales and at CPCS on Saturday during the health and craft fairs in the Gymnasium.  Passport winners will be announced on Sunday at 4pm at the Colton Methodist Church.
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Barn Quilts - Wintertime is a great time of year to be creative; and the committee is working with CPCS Art Club students on a display and demonstration of painted barn quilts for the Annual Quilt Show being held during Winterfest.  The display in the Town Hall will include a 2x2 foot barn quilt featuring a Compass Rose design being painted in school purple and gold colors to be raffled in support of the Neighborhood Center serving Colton, Pierrepont and Parishville.  The raffle, which kicks off during Winterfest, will continue at least through the end of February with tickets being 2 for $5.  The Winterfest display follows up on the installation of a new barn quilt painted by school students for the Nature Center at Higley Flow State Park which serves as a warming center during winter.  

Adirondack 102 Club Books - Before the holidays the passport and guide for exploring the 102 towns and villages of the Adirondacks, including the Town of Colton, was a hot seller.  The town’s supply has been replenished.  The books are available to purchase at both the Town Hall and Library for $20 each.  

Raquette River Information Center in South Colton - The committee is preparing to move the information center to the Community Center on Sugar Bush Lane due to the pending sale of the property which has housed the center since 2010.  Plans for the new display of materials will be developed during the winter in consultation with the Department of Public Works and others using the Community Center.

Grant-related Updates - Several planned tourism and beautification related projects are supported in part by grants.  In December we received a letter from the St. Lawrence County Arts Council notifying the town it will again be granted funds supporting Colton Riverside Performances held during the summer.  Also during December paperwork was submitted to the NYS Department of State by Fred Hanss, as Raquette River Blueway Trail Coordinator, about proposed handicap-accessible improvements to be done by the town’s Department of Public Works in the Colton Museum for the benefit of visitors to the Stone Valley Information Center as well as the Museum which houses the center.

Next Monthly Meeting – February 9 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall
In February the committee will focus on both information centers in preparation for upcoming changes and will continue painting barn quilts and doing other planned wintertime projects.
HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley reported: He was voted in as Vice President to the SLC Highway Sup’t. Assoc.
· Since the last board meeting we have been doing a lot of shop work. One of the projects we completed was a new set of screens for the new plow truck. The screens are approximately a $4,000 option when ordering a truck. We picked up the "Tee-Pee" idea from the state that we have used on the last three trucks. The screens available from the plow dealer are a flat screen that lays on top of the sander. The tee-pee concept allows the large chunks of frozen sand to slid off the side eliminating any need for a man to get on top of the truck to clean off the chunks. Also the cost of building them ourselves is around $1000. 

· The unseasonably warm December that we experienced allowed us to get a jump on next summer’s work. We have next year’s road sand all screened and stockpiled at the pit. We also have a nice stockpile of screened gravel up for use on our capital work next summer.  We do mix a percentage of crusher run into our gravel that helps the material pack a little better. This created an unusual expense for this time of year, necessitating the agreement to spend Highway Funds, that I prepared for your approval. You will notice that I did not include any capital projects. This is because our available chips allotment is not available as of yet, as well as next summer’s asphalt prices are not available yet either, making it impossible to estimate the projects costs. This agreement can be amended at any time during the year so I will present an amended form in the spring for the Board’s approval.

· My new pickup has been ordered. I hope to see it delivered near the end of February. Our excavator is in need of some new track components. This work requires a lot of time and work to replace. This is the perfect time of year for these types of shop projects. I have an estimate of $7000 from Milton Cat for the parts and I would like to ask your approval to order them.
· I also need approval to purchase road salt.
Motion # 5

AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF EXCAVATOR TRACKS
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize the purchase of excavator tracks for approximately $7000.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 6

AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF ROAD SALT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize the purchase of road salt.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported another member resigned. The next meeting is January 26 at 7 p.m. to discuss a couple subdivisions.
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CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:

· Loren LaPierre resigned from the ZBA - need a motion to accept it.

· John Gray resigned from the Planning Board – need a motion to accept it.

· Judy Fuhr submitted a letter of interest for the ZBA – need a motion to appoint her. Was the only letter submitted.
· PERMA – payment, need a motion to pay early to get the discount.

· Resolutions



 # 1 - 2016



 SEQR REVIEW FOR STONE VALLEY INFORMATION CENTER

 
# 2  - 2016


 NORTH COUNTRY LIFE FLIGHT

Motion # 7
ACCEPT MR. LAPIERRE’S RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept Loren LaPierre’s resignation from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 8

ACCEPT MR. GRAY’S RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept, with regrets, John Gray’s resignation from the Planning Board.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 9

APPOINT MRS. FUHR TO ZBA
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to appoint Judy Fuhr to the Zoning Board of Appeals, term expires September 30,2018.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 10

PAY PERMA WITH EARLY BILLS
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to pay the PERMA invoice with the early bills to receive the discount.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 11

ADOPT RESOLUTION # 1 – 2016
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt resolution # 1 – 2016, as follows.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

SEQR REVIEW FOR STONE VALLEY INFORMATION CENTER
Resolution # 1 – 2016

WHEREAS, the Town of Colton has prepared a Short Environmental Assessment Form for the proposed 

renovation of the Colton Town Museum to accommodate the Stone Valley Information Center; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town has consulted directly with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation to secure input on the draft final design for renovations including the construction of 

a handicap accessible ramp and restroom facilities who subsequent to its review issued a No Adverse 

Impact letter; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town consulted several state and federal on-line GIS mapping services and did not identify any potential negative environmental impacts that might result from the renovation of the Colton Town Museum. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Colton Town Council finds that the proposed 

project shall have no adverse environmental impacts and hereby issues a negative declaration under the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act for the proposed project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: a duplicate of the Short Environmental Assessment Form be submitted to the New York State Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources.
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Motion # 12

ADOPT RESOLUTION # 2 – 2016

Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adopt Resolution # 2 – 2016 as follows.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

NORTH COUNTRY LIFE FLIGHT

Resolution # 2 – 2016
WHEREAS: North Country LIFE FLIGHT, Inc. is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt corporation which is responsible for all aspects of patient care by providing medical equipment, training medical personnel and administering the medical portion utilizing the New York State Police helicopter based in Saranac Lake and private fixed-wing aviation resources; and

WHEREAS: The New York State Police and private fixed-wing aviation resources do not provide a medically trained team or medical equipment for patient transports; and

WHEREAS: The people of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton and St. Lawrence Counties receive a vital emergency medical service which is free of charge to critically ill and seriously injured patients, and, therefore municipal governments are asked to pledge monies for this worthwhile program;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Board of the Town of Colton hereby authorizes the Supervisor to enter into a contract with North Country LIFE FLIGHT. Inc. for the purposes of operating the medical component of the medevac program, which will serve its residents and visitors, and paying the amount of $500.00 which represents the Town’s share for 2016; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the sum of $500.00 is hereby appropriated to Account No. 4010.4 to be included in the 2016 budget, for payment to North Country LIFE FLIGHT, Inc.

ENGINEER’S REPORT  Mr. Cook reported he is looking at other sources of funding and has a meeting with Rural Development to discuss the waste water treatment plant project.
CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Bulger noted Board Members had copies of correspondence from Deb Christy and Tina Miller. 
NEW BUSINESS
· Mr. Bulger stated we will receive an additional $4,000 toward the paving done at the parking area by the bridge.
· Jim Hidy called to set up a meeting regarding high speed internet.

· Arbitration was this morning, now we wait.

· Mr. Bulger asked the Board to review the Summary of Accounts Report, Colton at the end of 2015 is in excellent fiscal strength. 
· Mr. Bulger mentioned transfer station schedule at Christmas time, this year Christmas Eve falls on Saturday and the transfer station will be closed. Mr. Robert stated he didn’t agree with that.

· Mr. Robert stated he has a letter of interest from Harold Granger for the Planning Board vacancy.

· Mr. Fuhr stated he also has a LOI from Kirke Perry for the Planning Board.

Motion # 13

APPOINT MR. GRANGER & MR. PERRY TO PB
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to appoint both Harold Granger and Kirke Perry to the Planning Board.  Mr. Granger’s term expires October 31, 2019. Mr. Perry’s term expires October 31, 2022.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
Motion # 14
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adjourn.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried, 8:04 p.m.











_________________________________











         Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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