Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, July 13, 2016
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main Street, Colton, 13625

Present: 	Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Donald Shoen
	Donna Arquiett, Clerk                                                                                                Katheryn Hayes-Absent
	Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.                                                                                    Ronald Robert
	Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t. – Absent                                                                         Grace Hawley 

Others Present: Caryn Mlodzianowski, Arlene Gotham, Kevin Beary, Kevin LaMora, Mary Jane Watson, 
		Joe McWilliams, Ed Fuhr, Ruth McWilliams, Rick Perkins, Warren Goodnow and Donald Bosjolie

Supervisor Bulger called the regular monthly meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 PM.

Mr. Bulger asked for a motion to accept the agenda as written.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept the agenda as written.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger 
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to accept the minutes of June 8, 2016  Regular Monthly meeting. 
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Mr. Bulger noted there are no transfers this month, everyone stayed within their budget.

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 7, BANK STATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 7, bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  53,634.02
Highway Fund	$  13,450.87
Colton Light District	$       723.20
South Colton Light District	$       683.86
Sewer District #1	$       878.35
Water District #1	$    3,632.66

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Warren Goodnow, Colton resident addressed the board with concerns of budgeting, taxes and hiring practices. He stated he is only here 5 months of the year; his taxes now total $9,991.14 and doesn’t want to see them increased any higher. Mr. Goodnow addressed Mrs. Hawley and Mr. Robert asking if they are related to Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.  They replied yes. He then asked Mrs. Hawley if she went to see the Town Attorney prior to the hiring of the new highway employee. Mr. Bulger replied she had upon his recommendation. Mr. Goodnow asked if the position was posted or interviews performed. He concluded they already knew who the new hire was going to be prior. Mr. Goodnow stated he looked in the NYS Law of Highway Superintendent’s to checking on his ability to hire and found the Town Board has the right to put restrictions, dictate and apply parameters if they want. He said the voters will realize they hired a nephew/grandson and things will change in the next election. Lastly, there are 50+ homes for sale around Arbuckle.

Mr. Bulger responded noting assessment is different than taxes. A list was in the paper of the 14 highest taxed towns in the County and Colton was not on the list. He added places sold in Colton recently, sold for more than their assessed value. Mr. Bulger said the Highway Superintendent has the authority to hire and fire, the Board has the right to approve/disapprove funding.

Kevin Beary, Colton resident, provided the Board with copies of the public hearing minutes of last October. The public hearing was for local law # 2, Overriding the 2% tax cap. He asked the Board to repeal the local law to help limit spending and asked there be more advertising since he wasn’t aware of the hearing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Bulger explained 2% is an artificial number, in actuality we would have been limited to 0.73, which is impossible with mandates, health insurance and union agreements. Town meetings are advertised in the Watertown Daily Times and Town of Colton website. Further, the local law to override the tax cap becomes a moot point once the budget is approved.
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COURTESY OF THE FLOOR CONTINUED
Ed Fuhr, Colton resident, reported the river has an invasive species called milfoil. It’s controlled by inoculation. We need to start making landowners aware and have them work to rid it in front of their places. Mrs. McWilliams added it’s very costly to control; Clarkson and Paul Smiths have a program and maybe can be consulted. Mr. Bulger said he would check to see what Ms. Malik has for information.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT – Mr. Perkins reported:
The Legislators have been doing the usual admin duties, adopting a fund balance policy recommended by the State Comptroller, Occupancy tax (bed tax) law and looking for ways to reduce expenses to cover the unfunded mandates.
Mr. Shoen commented one of the Legislators wants to keep more of the sales tax money. Mr. Perkins replied everyone is in it together, they are turning every stone to find savings, including tax exempt properties. Mr. Beary asked what the unfunded mandates are. Mr. Perkins said the two most costly are indigent defense and Medicaid. Nine mandates make up 90% of the Counties budget.

Bti REPORT – Ms. Malik sent this report:
We just completed the 31st Bti Season.  The last treatment was July 11th.  This was the driest season in all these years.  We used a lot less Bti because of that.  I am still calculating what we used this season, and will have comparative numbers to other years for next month’s report.
DPW REPORT – Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station – Casella contract still hung up on some legal wording but we are very close in closing the deal.  
   Transfer Station will be the staging ground to hold the contaminated soil from the library. This was approved by  
   DEC today.
Water & Sewer – Curb stops and man holes on SH 56 will be this month’s projects and going into August as well. 
    Prepping for the state highway paving through town is our biggest priority right now.
Building and Grounds -  Museum opened with the handicap ramp and bathroom fully functional for the first Gazebo performance.  All were satisfied with the progress.  We had some criminal mischief that caused ground contamination of petroleum on the library grounds immediately in and around the Library. Ongoing investigation and an environmental cleanup of the area over the next few of days. State Police have turned this over to BCI and DEC Environmental Police for an in-depth investigation.     

Motion # 4
HIRE TEMPORARY DPW EMPLOYEE
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize DPW Sup’t. to hire Austin Garvin as temporary DPW employee.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger 
Noes   0    
Motion carried

SAFETY REPORT – Mr. Richards reported:
Currently we have one employee going out for a workman’s comp. leave. We are asking the board to fill his position with a temporary hire for the duration of his absence due to the high traffic of 56 with water & sewer projects, to keep a safe zone for traffic and a multitude of projects that usually keep us busy during our short building season. Austin Garvin is available now that Bti is over and he is currently a Town of Colton employee which makes HR paperwork much easier. 

RECREATION REPORT – Mr. LaMora reported:
He visited 342 businesses with about a 90 % donation,(food, prizes and cash) approx. $12,700. At least 200 kids are expected this year. We are also having open boundaries because we didn’t get the stocking done. There are 54 raffle items, Boyden Brook is bring their big truck for photos, Blevins are bringing a pontoon boat for show, face painting and the first 200 kids will get  $40 package. June 28th I groomed the BMX Track, July 1st I returned bottles to CJ’s 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT
46 Permits were issued so far this year. Report is included to date.  Dollar General  is still moving forward with a request to the Town Board with a "Text Amendment" request to our current Colon Hamlet Zone.


PLANNING/ZONING REPORTS – Mr. Fuhr reported:
The Planning Board met June 28th for a public hearing on a subdivision, which passed. Also discussed was the application for a Dollar General. They have sent the notice letters to adjacent landowners, most of them attended the meeting. The land is not zoned for retail where Dollar General wants to locate, the application was denied. Now, the process sends them to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Ms. Caryn Mlodzianowski attended the Planning Board meeting. She received clarification and requested a zoning text amendment. Mr. Fuhr stated he would schedule a meeting with both Planning and Zoning Boards to discuss the option and will present their recommendation to the Town Board. Mr. Fuhr asked the Town to advertise for a secretary, the current one resigned, effective after the July meeting. Ms. Arquiett to advertise. 
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HIGHWAY REPORT – Mrs. Hawley read Mr. Hawley’s report in his absence:
Since the last board meeting, we finished grading our dirt roads, and applied the first coating of liquid calcium for dust control.  We also have completed the first pass mowing roadsides. We finished the culvert replacements on French Pond Road as well as the ditching so that section of road is ready for paving. We had a fairly large sink hole appear on the Raquette River Road caused by a failed culvert. This is one of the ones that I had planned for replacement later this summer however it got moved up the list and was replaced today. I am moving to Main Street next up by the water tower to begin preparing that project for paving. I am planning to pave Main St. to the one way hill, and Symonds Square from Hilltop Manor out to Route 56. We developed two fairly major hydraulic leaks on our excavator, both of which are quite extensive to repair and requiring specialized tools, so I decided it best to have Milton Caterpillar do the repairs. I also rented an excavator from Sheehan Equipment to use while ours is being repaired. We have thirty some more culverts to replace this summer before we can do our paving so I certainly did not want to miss a week or two waiting on repairs. Both the old lowboy and the crusher are currently listed on Auctions International for sale to highest bidder, both auctions will be closing at 7 pm Tuesday July 19. The recent micro burst caused major damage for several residents in the Higley area primarily Cottage Road and the spurs off from it we, as the town fared pretty well as the path of the storm stayed away from the roads for the most part. We did have a few trees on the Number 9 Road, Windmill Rd. and French Hill that we took care of. The trees on Cottage Road involved power lines so we took care of the other areas first. By the time we got to the Cottage Road the Fire Department National Grid and Mike Ward had the trees pretty well taken care of. 

Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE EXCAVATOR REPAIR
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize repair of the highway excavator by Milton Caterpillar for $13,313.38. 
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT – Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Summertime activities are in full swing with preparations well underway for Colton Country Days.
Raquette River Information Center
The information center located in South Colton has been reopened in the J.R. Watson Community Center on Sugar Bush Lane.  Open daily from 1-4pm (unless scheduled otherwise), it is staffed by the Tourism & Beautification Committee with help from CPCS students and Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers.  Visitors will find brochure racks, information about businesses & organizations serving the community, displays about places and events in town, and products to purchase (e.g., notecards, DVDs, books, shirts, etc.). Also anyone visiting the Community Center can use the Wi-Fi service provided by the town to access the Internet.  We sincerely appreciate Scott Muller’s assistance in coordinating this activity; and he can be reached at 244-9956.

2016 Summer Music Series / Colton Riverside Performances
On June 29 over 100 people were entertained by 12 Struck Plus during the first performance of the series.  Frank Vaisey is the lucky winner of the Mighty Star barn quilt raffled to help raise funds to cover performer fees and other expenses. The other five barn quilts being raffled during the series are on display in the Colton Hepburn Library where tickets can be bought (2 for $5) before the next performance by New Horizons Band of Northern New York on July 20.  Only 100 tickets per Barn Quilt will be sold.  A new business sponsor of the music series is Hoffman Eells & Gray, CPAs.

Colton Country Days
The annual Colton Country Days celebration this year is a week of fun things to do from July 17-24.  The festival, organized by the Colton Historical Society with help from the committee and others, includes a full day of traditional Colton Country Day activities on Saturday, July 23—starting with a pancake breakfast at the Colton Methodist Church and ending with the ice cream social and fireworks at Firemen’s Field.  

Festivities begin July 17 with the Youth Fishing Derby (now in its fourth year) organized by Kevin LaMora and end on July 24 with the final show of ‘I Do! I Do! I Do! I Do!’ by The Sunday Rock Legacy Project (now in its fifth year).  Each day of the week activities highlight something new or different in town for people of all ages to do.  For instance, on Monday morning a new StoryWalk sponsored by Friends of Hepburn Library Colton will officially open along the town’s John Stone Memorial Nature Trail.  Then on Tuesday during the day Barn Quilts will be highlighted including a tour stop at Dale Rexford’s place on East Higley Road where many are displayed.  On Wednesday before the music performance WPBS’ documentaries on the Raquette River will be shown in the Town Hall (including the new one on the building of the hydroelectric dams).  On Thursday morning Dennis Eickhoff will talk about his ‘Tales of the Quest’ in visiting all 102 towns and villages of the Adirondacks in the Adirondack 102 Club guidebook.  Then on Thursday afternoon there will be a pump track demonstration at the town’s new Bike Park after unveiling a new kiosk on the site.  On Thursday night the first of the three stage presentations by Grasse River Players of ‘I Do! I Do! I Do! I Do!’ takes place in the school Auditorium. And on Friday the two-day used book sale begins before the St. Lawrence Mountain Bike Association leads afternoon mountain bike rides on the Lenny Trail System. 
The complete schedule is on the town website under News; and updates are posted on Facebook. 
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Town-wide Garage Sales
Town-wide garage sales are coming up on July 29-31.  People interested in having their location listed and shown on a map need to call the Town Hall at 262-2810 (#1) no later than Monday, July 18 to get name, day, and time of sale listed. If there is enough interest, the list and map will be available on July 23 & 24 at the Town Hall and the Raquette River Information Center; and will be posted on the town website.
Next Monthly Meeting – August 9 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall The agenda will focus on late summer activities and early planning for autumn including trail work.

OTHER BUSINESS
· Mr. Bulger commented on the emergency situation at the library, both police and insurance company have been contacted.
· Contract negotiations are coming up, they will either be August 20 or 26, waiting to hear from union rep.
· A Special Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday July 26th at 10 a.m. to hear from the Planning and Zoning Boards, their recommendations concerning the code book text amendment.


ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn.
Ayes   4   Shoen, Robert, Hawley, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried, 8:50 p.m. 



										__________________________________
										         Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
