Regular Monthly, Colton Town Board, November 9, 2016
State of New York, County of St. Lawrence, Town of Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor						Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Katheryn Hayes
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.							   Donald Shoen
												   Ronald Robert

Absent: Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.

Others: Shelley Rayner, Joe McWilliams, Mary Jane Watson, James Durham, Patricia LaRock, Bradley Barber, 
 Ed Fuhr, Kevin Beary and Steve Knight

Supervisor Bulger opened the Regular Monthly Meeting at 7:00 p.m. as advertised.

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as written.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0    
Motion carried

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to accept the minutes of the SEQR Public Hearing, Public Hearings for Local Laws #1 & #2, October Regular Monthly Meeting and the Budget Workshop as written. 
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 11, BANK STATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 11, bank statement & reconciliation.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$   96,779.12
Highway Fund	$   26,507.12
Colton Light District	$        776.54
South Colton Light District	$        732.40
Sewer District #1	$        466.13
Water District #1	$     1,067.21  

The following account is over budget as of October 31, 2016:

General Fund:
   A8510.4          Beautification, Contr.	$    141.10
   A9050.8          Unemployment, Ins.	   1,568.48
                                                                  TOTAL                $  1,709.58

Recommendation for transfers:
   A1990.4          Contingency	$ 2,000.00

Highway Fund:
   DA5110.1        Road Maintenance, P.S.	$ 20,836.25
   DA5112.22      Improvements, CAP	     1,182.77
	                                                   TOTAL                $  22,019.02

Recommendation for transfers:
   DA5142.1        Snow, P.S.	$ 22,019.22

Additional General Fund:
   A1620.2           Buildings, Cap.	$ 15,463.60     Swift Field Paving

Recommended Transfer:
   A1940.2           Purchase of Land	$   2,000.00
   A1989.1           General Gov’t.                                                 5,000.00
   A3010.2           Public Safety                                                    8,125.00
   A3650.4           Demo. Bldgs.                                                      338.60
                                                                  TOTAL       	$ 15,463.60
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COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Steve Knight, Colton resident stated for the past 3 years he has had a major issue with water run-off into his driveway. 
He added he wished Hwy. Sup’t. Hawley was here because he would rather speak to him in person. Every time it rains, he has to spend time cleaning the sand and rubble out of his paved driveway. Mr. Knight said he had spoken with Hwy. Sup’t. Hawley on the matter 3 years ago, but recently Mr. Hawley has not answered his calls or text messages. Mr. Knight stated he felt he has been very patient and would like the problem solved. 

Mr. Shoen asked if Mr. Knight had been offered a solution at one time and he refused it. Mr. Knight replied he had heard that rumor too, the answer is no. After a short discussion, Mr. Bulger suggested Board Members and Mr. Hawley visit the site.

Motion # 4
HWY SUP’T AND TOWN SUP. VISIT SITE
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to agree upon Town Supervisor Bulger, other Board Members and Hwy. Sup’t. Hawley to go to Mr. Knight’s to view the situation and report back at the next meeting. 
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0   
Motion carried

Ed Fuhr, Colton resident spoke about the meeting at CPCS on invasive milfoil in our waterways. He reported Joanne Hudson is taking the lead. Other agencies such as Brookfield and Clarkson along with people from Norwood who have dealt with milfoil were at the meeting. Clarkson offered to map the milfoil using GIS. Mr. Fuhr asked the information to inform people be put on the Town website and Facebook page. Ms. Arquiett stated she would and the following paragraph is what Ms. Hudson sent for this evening and the newsletter.
 
An organizational and informational meeting was held on November 7 to discuss the Variable Leaf Watermilfoil problem on the Racquette River and Higley Flow.  Several concerned citizens attended, as well as representatives from Brookfield Power Company, the Town of Colton, the Norwood Lake Association, the Higley Association, Colton Dive Team, and Clarkson University.  Options for controlling and eliminating the milfoil, which has grown out of control recently to the point that it is impacting boating and fishing in our area, were discussed. Andrea Malik and Lee Harper, of Riveredge Environmental Group, were able to answer many questions, and it was decided to take several steps to begin combatting this aggressive plant.  The first goal is to educate property owners and boaters; anyone wishing to be included in the emails for the group can send a note to: coltonmilfoil@gmail.com or call Joanne Hudson at 265-2255 for further information.  Another goal is to gather a large group to work at hand pulling the smaller patches during next September's annual drawdown. The larger patches will be addressed by more aggressive means at a later date; we need to stop the spread first.  A second meeting will be scheduled for April or May, and brochures will be made available at local restaurants and during the Colton Winterfest.

Mr. Bulger stated Andrea Malik has been doing research on the subject. There is a small amount in next year’s budget 
to help with milfoil and Japanese knotweed (bamboo) control.

DOG WARDEN REPORT Mr. Bulger pointed out he received another letter from NYS giving a good review of 
Mr. McConkey. Several residents have been in licensing dogs since the Dog Warden has been ticketing those with 
expired licenses. 

Mr. Fuhr mentioned the accident his wife Judy had with a couple of dogs that were loose. He asked that the leash law 
be put in the newsletter, etc. to make people aware. Any time there is an issue with a dog, nothing can be done about 
it if it’s not reported.  Dog Warden Jim McConkey 323-4550 

Here is the section out of the local law referring to a “leash law”. The full law is available at the Town Clerk’s Office.

SECTION 5:
Restrictions
 No dog shall;
	A. Knowingly be allowed to run at large within the Town of Colton
B. Knowingly be allowed upon the public streets or upon any public property within the Town of 
     Colton unless it shall be accompanied by its owner or a responsible person able to restrain and 
     control said dog by command and unless such person accompanying said dog shall actually control 
     and restrain said dog by some suitable device and used for that purpose.
	C. Engage in habitual and loud howling, barking, crying or whining or conduct as to unreasonably and 
                 habitually disturb the comfort or repose of any person other than the owner of said dog.
	D. Chase, jump up on or at or otherwise harass any person in such manner as to reasonable cause 
                 intimidation or fear or to put such person in reasonable apprehension of bodily harm.
	E. Habitually chase, run alongside of or bark at motor vehicles, motorcycles or bicycles while on a 
 	     public street, highway, or place, or upon private property without the consent or approval of the 
	     owner of such property. 
	F. Create a nuisance by defecating, urinating or digging on public property, or on private property 
	    without the consent or approval of the owner of such property.
	G. If a female dog, when in heat, be off the owner’s premises, without being restrained by a leash.

2
Regular Monthly, Colton Town Board, November 9, 2016

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
88 Permits were issued so far this year. Report is included to date.  Currently we have one application for this month's Planning Board and one application for ZBA.  Our first and hopefully last chimney fire occurred last weekend.  The heating unit was red tagged by the Fire Dept.  Once serviced and cleaned, the Code Officer issued the approval to use the chimney and wood/oil boiler thereafter.     

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION  Mrs. McWilliams provided this written report:
Remembrance Trees
The committee has ordered 48 trees from Adirondack Growers to fill orders by sponsors.  We expect the trees will be set up by December 2nd for sponsors to decorate in time for lighting events by the Colton Historical Society in the hamlets of Colton and South Colton on Friday, December 9 at 6:30pm.  After the lightings the names of those being remembered will be read by the Colton Historical Society during a reception in the Town Hall, including the names of Larry Patzwald and Judy Filarecki who are being honored by the committee for their support of tourism and beautification activities before their deaths this year. The town will keep the lights on through the 2017 Winterfest Weekend at the end of January.  Dave Crosby, as project coordinator, can be contacted (261-4300; dcrosby@twcny.rr.com) for more information.
Raquette River Blueway Trail
Stone Valley improvements underway in the hamlet of Colton include a new gateway entrance sign at the main trailhead at the end of Riverside Drive on the east side of the river and a new kiosk on River Street near the Museum on the west side.  Northeastern Sign is doing the grant-supported work with the committee developing panels with/through the town’s Graphic Design Consultant to be fabricated and installed by Northeastern Sign before the end of 2016 following review and approval by the New York State Department of State as the grant funder.  The prototype kiosk serves as the model for the panels.  We appreciate the work done by both the Departments of Highways and Public Works in preparation for these improvements.
2017 Work Plan
Committee will finalize its Work Plan for next year in early December.  A number of ongoing and new activities are under discussion.  By summer 2017 the committee intends to complete a major revision to the Historic & Scenic Motor Tour developed in 1976.  New activities include a Western Adirondack Foothills Barn Quilt Trail involving Colton, Pierrepont, Parishville, and Hopkinton involving neighbors who wish to join the Town of Colton in advancing the barn quilt movement in this part of St. Lawrence County.  And the committee will continue to assist others in organizing and hosting activities during Winterfest Weekend and Colton Country Days.  Leading up to, during, and possibly after Winterfest the committee will be raffling a small winter-themed Log Cabin quilt donated by Patty Blickwedehl to raise funds for the Neighborhood Center plus a barn quilt inspired by it to be painted by Kirke Perry to raise funds for tourism and beautification activities.  And for Colton Country Days the committee plans to once again help organize events to be held during the weeklong festival.  We also hope many in town, including Colton-Pierrepont Central School students, will want to assist with tourism and beautification activities throughout 2017.  The Work Plan will be posted on the town website once finalized.  Anyone wishing to assist with activities should contact Ruth McWilliams (262-2450; ruth@catamountlodge.com).  
Next Monthly Meeting – December 12 (4-5:30pm)
During the monthly meeting the committee will finalize its 2017 Work Plan, prepare for Winterfest Weekend, and continue working on projects underway.

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer
Materials on site for new gate works and retaining wall work at the transfer station. July's recycling rate was 25 %.  Our August and September  recycling rate were 24%. St. Lawrence County is attempting to put a surcharge on our transfer station's tonnage leaving St. Lawrence County to help improve their recycling rates. Even though St. Lawrence County doesn't handle our solid waste, they want us to assist in their recycling program. We held meetings in Colton with the County to address this and the proposal was tabled at the County Board meeting this past Monday, November 7th.  It was reduced from 6$ a ton to $3 a ton. Still not acceptable for our tax payers to offset the cost of the County's program.  
Waste Water & Water
DEC gave our Sewer District Preliminary approval to upgrade our head works at our WWTP and preliminary approval for the cleaning of the mixed liquor tank as well.  Both documents were submitted this Fall for consideration to the DEC as in-house upgrades to our plant. Since the paving is complete finally on SH 56, our collection and distribution above ground works upgrades are finalized in those areas. 
Building and Grounds 
The DEC spill containment wells at the Library and adjacent lot have been pulled and filled in to finalize our Library incident over the summer. The vac tank was also removed by the library. Town storage sheds are being constructed at the MSB and the military sheds have finally been replaced with better storage units. The paving at Swift Field turned out great with a good deal of compliments and thanks to all those involved from the users of the Swift field facilities.  Our well at the Community Center is contaminated with total coli which is that possible coli has been detected.  Users of this well have been notified and a boil advisory is in effect until we have an approved disinfection system in place.  Currently we are applying to the DOH for the ability to disinfect with UV at the community center and the recreation center which both areas are serviced by this well.  
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PLANNING & ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported:
The Planning Board has been reviewing the Outdoor Wood Boiler Law. They feel changes are necessary to it. Mr. Fuhr stated the APA has reviewed the Town Land Use Code Book. They caught a lot of errors, misprints, typos, etc.
and it was a good thing the County has been helping with it too.

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
We completed a safety meeting prior to winter weather with our highway on defensive driving for snowplowing.  Our discussion was very productive for a new member of the highway crew who heard a good deal of wisdom from the other drivers.  The safety meeting covered many topics including PPE, workplace violence, and safety equipment such as eyewash stations and extinguishers.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:
· The confirmation that Local Laws 1 & 2 are filed with the NY Dep’t. of State came today
· Nancy Fisher submitted a letter requesting to be reappointed as Library Trustee. Her current term expires December 31.
· Which reminded me to check other appointments that are due:
1. ZBA – Robert Bradish
2. BAR – David Demo
3. Planning Board – Connie Young (Hatch)
4. Library –  Nancy Fisher and Ellie Menz
· Need a motion to add water & sewer relevies
· The Christmas Dinner will be on Christmas again this year – need to know whether to move it or not . 

Motion # 5
RE-APPOINTMENTS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to reappoint, Robert Bradish to the ZBA, David Demo to the BAR, Connie Young to the PB, Nancy Fisher and Ellie Menz as Library Trustees.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 6
RELEVY UNPAID WATER & SEWER BILLS 
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize the unpaid water and sewer bills be relevied on to the Town & County Tax Bill for 2017.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried


CORRESPONDENCE
· Nancy Orologio sent an e-mail to Ms. Arquiett requesting answers to budget questions. Mr. Bulger stated he would review it tomorrow.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dick Matzell sent a letter requesting a street light be put in near the corner of Gulf and Green Point Road.

Motion # 7
AUTHORIZE STREET LIGHT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize installation of a street light on pole # 18 on Gulf Rd. providing it is within the lighting district.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

A short discussion regarding the cleaning person’s salary and the bookkeeper’s salary added changes to the budget.

Motion # 8
ADD INCREASED SALARIES TO BUDGET 
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to approve salary increases, cleaning person’s salary will reflect $13/hour for a 20 hour week and the Bookkeepers salary will increase $2,000.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried
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Motion # 9
ADOPT PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt the proposed 2017 budget with changes made previously in this meeting
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried

Resolution of the Colton Town Board to Adopt the 2017 Town Budget
Whereas, the Town Board met on this date and place as specified in the Public Hearing Notice on the Preliminary Budget and heard all persons asking to be heard, therefore,
Resolving that, the unpaid water and sewer bills be relevied onto the 2017 Town and County tax bills and,
Be it resolved, that the preliminary budget be and hereby is adopted as the Annual Budget for the Town of Colton for the fiscal year beginning on the first day of January 2017 and that said budget be adopted and entered in detail in the minutes of the proceeding meeting, be it
Further resolved, that the Town Clerk of the town shall prepare and certify in duplicate, copies of said Annual Budget as adopted by the Town Board pursuant to Section 202A Subdivision 2 of Town Law, and deliver one copy thereof to the Supervisor of the Town, in which he will present the said budget to the Legislative Body of the County.



Motion # 10
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger
Noes   0
Motion carried, adjourned at 7:52 p.m.




											____________________________
											    Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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