Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, October 14, 2015

County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Dennis Bulger, Supervisor





Councilpersons: Grace Hawley


  Donna Arquiett, Clerk







   Katheryn Hayes


  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Sup’t.







   Donald Shoen


  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.






   Ronald Robert

Others present: Tina Miller, Mary Jane Watson, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Mike Hann, Kevin LaMora, 

 Kevin Beary, Ike Cook, Jeff Tubolino and Rick Perkins
Supervisor Bulger opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Bulger asked the Board to review the agenda and offer a motion to accept it.

Motion # 1

ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the agenda as is.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hayes, Hawley, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0    

Motion carried
Motion # 2


ADOPT LOCAL LAW # 1 – 2015
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to adopt Local Law # 1 – 2015 as follows.

Ayes   5   Hawley, Hayes, Shoen, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Local Law # 1 – 2015

TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c
Section 1. Legislative Intent
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Colton pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Colton to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 2.  Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.
Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override

The Town Board of the Town of Colton, County of St. Lawrence is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise proscribed in General Municipal Law, §3-c.

Section 4. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Mr. Bulger asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 3
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Shoen to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of  September  9 as written.
Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried
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Motion # 4
APPROVE WARRANT # 10 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Mr. Robert to approve the bills on Warrant # 10, transfers as recommended and indicated below and the bank statement & reconciliation.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

General Fund
$   76,712.02
Highway Fund
$ 151,794.17 
Colton Light District
$        778.88    
South Colton Light District
$        740.52
Sewer District #1
$     3,550.70
Water District #1
$     4,492.15
The following accounts are over budget as of September 30, 2015:
General Fund: 

A7140.2
Rec.Areas Swift Field

$    1,177.47
A7140.41
Recreation Director

      1,068.70

   

                 TOTAL     $     2,246.17        




Recommendation for transfer:


A7140.2
Recreation equipment

$    2,246.17     
Highway Fund:
DA5110.1
Road Maint. Salary

$  2,505.84

Recommendation for transfer:

DA5110.4
Road Maint. Contr.

$  2,505.84

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
No one wished to speak. Kevin Beary gave the Clerk a 7 page file to provide for view to the Board and general public. This file concerns tax increases and is on file in the Clerk’s office for review.

SAFETY REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
We have conducted an MSHA meeting site specific at the pit to satisfy mining requirements.  Equipment was purchased for safety purposes for the pit.  A general safety meeting was conducted for the DPW crew with Ed Fuhr attending both meetings as a guest speaker; Ed was a long time Safety Officer for Graymont.  AED, first aid and CPR refresher was conducted for me and the highway department crew.  We also conducted a Safety meeting with two BTI technicians.  Safety Apparel is their highest concern and the emergency protocols were reviewed which they felt was very adequate.   Fire extinguishers are scheduled for the annual inspection on Friday, October 16.  A reminder to everyone that it is flu season and be sure to get your vaccine this year.   
Bti  REPORT Ms. Malik provided this written report:

· Austin Garvin completed his Pesticide Apprentice training with me for knotweed control.

· We treated the following areas: touched up the area I did last year around the library & Gustin Square, Colton Post office, White’s store, area behind the Bti/DPW/Assessor building, the Transfer Station (not all,  we are limited to using 2 gallons of the herbicide per acre so we used the maximum and got as much treated as possible). In South Colton: roadside area on Windmill where Morgan Rd intersects, a small patch on Mill Street,  4418 St Hwy 56,  Higley State Park along cold Brook Drive, and a patch on Little John Road.

· We used 9.2 gallons of the herbicide at $21/Gallon with $50 shipping

· I also purchased an additional injection gun once I was able to use my hand for the forceful squeezing needed to use it , after my shoulder healed some from surgery, We both find using the injection gun very stressful on the hands.

· After speaking with Darren Richards , I posted some signs at the transfer station with sample and photo explaining that Japanese knotweed is an Invasive species.  It should not be brought to the transfer station compost.  That will only increase its spread.  If the Town did want to accept it, if the cut knotweed were placed in black plastic and allowed to sit out in the sun for 4-5 weeks to “solarize “ it then put in the compactor, that could also be a solution.  Active supervision of this I think would be required for it to work.

· Education is a key element in helping to reduce the spread of Knotweed.  Ruth McWilliams and I briefly spoke about possibly getting together to work on this in the near future.
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ANIMAL CONTROL Mr. Bulger noted the inspection report received from the State in which both the Dog Warden and the Potsdam Humane Society passed their inspections.

LIBRARY REPORT   Mr. Bulger reported he met with Bill Swafford and Ellie Menz, Library Trustees to review their budget request. 

ASSESSOR’S REPORT   Ms. Miller reported:
New Office Arrangements:  Deanna Stevenson will be in my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  You may stop in or give her a call.  The Town of Colton is very fortunate to have Deanna’s services as she is a 35 year veteran of the Office of Real Property at St. Lawrence County.   I am honored to have her working in the Colton Assessment Office.   Rest assured, if you have questions, she will answer them and if she is unable to answer a question she and I will connect.  I am also in the office most Monday evenings and, unless an event arises, always on Thursday evenings after 6:00 pm.  Saturday’s office hours will not be designated as I will be doing permit review/data collection and therefore in-office hours are difficult to set.  If a car is there, on the assessment side of the parking lot, always feel free to stop in.

Slowly getting back to Normal: Now that the SCAR hearings are over, I am working on properties that needed a review from post-BAR hearings.  Some are very large properties with many cabins/camps. There was also information that were presented during BAR and SCAR, by other owners (neighbors, friends, etc.) that did not match the data in my file.   Unfortunately, I must follow through on the information reported and correct the data if necessary.  This is quite time consuming.  Although I am in the office only a couple of days per week, many hours are going into these reviews both on site and at home.  Also, I have begun the process of reviewing building permits for data that was not collected during the reassessment.  Remember, the data collection process began almost three years ago for the revaluation.  Some of the new construction may have been included during this time whereas other construction may not have been completed by the end of the revaluation.  Do not panic if a request to collect data is made.  It does not automatically mean your assessment will go up.  In many cases the construction was viewed and included in the assessment.  In some instances this may not be the case.  As the normal process continues, a notice will be sent in the spring if your assessment increases.
STAR Applications/Renewals: 
· To those owners who must reapply each year for the Enhanced STAR. The Office of Real Property has released a renewal form RP-425-Rnw.  It is now available.  It may be retrieved on the Colton Web page, the Assessor’s office, the Town Clerk’s office, NYS Department of Taxation and Finance Real Property Web site.  This is not a mandatory renewal.    This form is only to be completed if you would like to submit a renewal before leaving town for the winter.  The normal process will still take place. 
· The normal renewal notices or green approval card will be mailed in December/January.  Do not call the town hall for information concerning the application or renewal application.  You may call Deanna at the assessor’s office (262-2848) on Tuesday or Thursday or leave a message for a return call.  
·  Please note, do not call and ask if you have to reapply or if you will be cleared for 2016.  I do not have this information available to me until the actual notifications come to my office in December/January.  This new renewal form is a means to allow you to get ahead of the ball.  If you want to be sure and do not want to worry about the Enhanced STAR while out of town for the winter, I would recommend that you complete the Renewal Application RP-524-Rnw, attach income information and submit to my office before you leave. REMEMBER, IF YOU ARE RENEWING FOR THE ENHANCED STAR EXEMPTION, YOU MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF INCOME. THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS.  If you do not provide income the form will be returned with a request for missing information.  Read the form completely.  Read the instructions and notations provided by NYS before picking up the phone.  If you file income tax, I will need 2014 returns.  If you don’t file taxes I will need copies of your last year’s retirement statement, social security statement, and any other income you received for the year.  If you don’t have that information handy it may be a good time now to look for it and have it ready to supply once you complete the renewal. THIS IS ONLY AN ALTERNATIVE OPTION TO WAITING FOR THE REGULAR NOTICE THAT IS MAILED IN DEC/JAN.
· Senior Citizen Low Income recipients must wait and complete the renewal form mailed to them.  You must provide all income documentation.
Fall Seminar – Finally, the training I recently attended in Ellenville was a great success.  Training included informal hearing preparation, Board of Assessment Review preparation, Small Claims Assessment Review preparation, mock trials, legislative updates, and mini module sessions with some of the top leaders in the NYS assessment community.  To close on a good note, my name was drawn for the Way-Costello Scholarship to next year’s fall seminar including room, registration, food and mileage, with a value of approximately $1500!!  

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Currently our permits have reached 55 permits for the year.  17 permits were issued in the past month.  We are working on 5 subdivisions, 4 of which are registered and one in the pending file.  Currently planning and I are waiting on APA jurisdictional inquiries for 3 of the subdivisions.  Several concrete pour inspections have been conducted at the new Fire Station site, Danco has done and excellent job up to this point in coordinating the project.  We have had two successful planning reports to their board and one area variance permitted by the ZBA.  Currently I am fulfilling in-service credits to fulfill my licensing requirements prior to January 1st since I was unable to attend the March Conference due to frozen pipe issues last winter.
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TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. McWilliams reported:

The committee’s schedule of autumn activities is full with much going on in October and November.
Holiday Remembrance Tree Project / Orders due October 23  Deadline for ordering Remembrance Trees has been extended a week; so orders are now due no later than Friday, October 23 in the Town Hall. The early deadline allows the committee to get trees of a more consistent height—about five feet tall—making it easier for all sponsors to string lights and add decorations than last year. The cost to order a tree and have it set up in the desired location with a power cord is still just $33. Sponsors can select one of two locations for trees to be displayed—near the Colton Museum on Main Street or in Three Falls Park at the corner of State Highway 56 and Sugar Bush Lane.  Ordered trees will be set up around Thanksgiving time; and the committee will identify each with a large laminated tag naming those remembered and the sponsors.  Then sponsors can add LED lights in whatever color desired plus non-electrical decorations, garland, tinsel and non-glass ornaments.  The trees will be lit on Sunday, December 6 during the Colton Historical Society’s Annual Winter Lights & Jingle Bells Event, starting on Main Street and ending in Three Falls Park.  Afterward a reception will be held in the Community Center on Sugar Bush Lane during which the names of all honored persons will be read.  The town will keep the lights on through Winterfest Weekend on January 29-31.  Dave Crosby, project coordinator, can be reached at: 261-4300; dcrosby@twcny.rr.com.  
John Stone Memorial Nature Trail and Other Outdoor Work  Kirke Perry, volunteer steward for the John Stone Trail, is working with Mark Simon on the construction of a new footbridge planned for the washed-out low-water crossing on the trail. Mark’s students in the SUNY Potsdam Wilderness Program will assist on Saturday, October 24 during its annual outdoor work weekend.  Mark has secured telephone poles for the project from the Nicholville Telephone Company.  Also during the weekend, weather permitting, weeding and mulching will be done by the committee at Three Falls Park, around the Museum and possibly elsewhere.
Barn Quilts  During the summer the committee garnered support from the Friends of Higley Flow State Park for a barn quilt to adorn one end of the Nature Center at the park; and last night the Friends selected a traditional tree/trail design.  Now, as part of the town-school ‘Art Around Town’ collaboration, Colton-Pierrepont Central School art club students are planning to paint the barn quilt in November so it can be installed by park officials before winter.  In addition, the committee is preparing to hold another painting session at the end of October or the beginning of November to work on other planned barn quilts. If interested in taking part, then please contact Ruth McWilliams (262-2450; ruth@catamountlodge.com).

Winterfest Planning  On behalf of the committee Scott Muller and Ruth McWilliams have begun meeting with the Winterfest Planning Committee chaired by Grace Hawley (262-2439).  During its last meeting the theme—Colton Winterquest—was selected to highlight the passport/quest activity which encourages people to explore the town and participate in lots of indoor and outdoor activities.  Now Scott is helping to confirm activities for the annual festival.  The next planning meeting will be held Thursday, October 22 at 7pm in the Town Hall or else in the Museum across the street if the Town Hall is being used by others.

Next Meeting – November 3 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall  During the next monthly meeting the agenda will focus on the Remembrance Tree project and trees the committee plans to sponsor plus updating the historic/scenic tour, finalizing the committee’s 2016 work plan and planning for Winterfest.

RECREATION REPORT  Mr. LaMora reported:

1. The BMX track has been cleaned (mowed/trimmed). I have talked to Clarkson and SLU students were there using the track. I’ve seen about 10-15 people per week at the track lately.

2. Fun Run – there were 52 participants. There was a lot of positive feedback and hopefully have it again next year. We made $280 profit.
3. November 8th Pancake Breakfast – the breakfast will be at the Colton AmVets Post $6 for 13yr and up, $4 for 5-12 yr olds and Veterans, 4yr old and under is free. We are raffling a Full Car Detail ($100 value) wash, wax, vacuum, tires, etc. 

4. Cedar mulch has been reapplied at the playground.

5. The Pavilion/ New Building looks great.

And thanks go to Darren Richards, Judy Fuhr and Donna Arquiett for their help. 

DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:

Transfer  - Our landfill bins both overflow and compactor were shipped with lighter weight, which usually means cleanout of bulky furniture and mattresses at the end of the season-prepare for winter cleanouts of homes and camps.  Please consider free cycling of unwanted furniture or be hesitant to take items home from garage sales and give-away items which may not be useful to you.   

Waste Water & Water  - Our end of the summer sludge haul was conducted with Casella this month, saving disinfection costs.  Water and Sewer connects are about to occur at the new Fire Station.  Both water and sewer are 4 inch connections.  Our water main valves were exercised for the water tap.

Building and Grounds  Our building at Swift Field is currently shelled in and insulation is being installed now.  Siding has been ordered and we hope to have an operational building for this year’s skating and broomball season.  The Blue house has been demolished without incident and the grounds are prepped for hydro seeding and paving for the new community center parking lot.  The driveway/right-away for the green space between the Library and the town hall is being developed as well.  
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HIGHWAY REPORT  Mr. Hawley reported:  

· Since the last board meeting we have been real busy. We got all of our culverts replaced and our  paving done. Yesterday we finished up the shoulders as well.

· As you are aware we also demolished the blue house, and hauled the debris to Rodman landfill. We  built a nice parking lot up there that will help with congestion on certain days. I have had several towns people ask why the parking lot was so big. Several times throughout the winter when there is court or other functions, cars will be parked either side of the road making it impassable for our plow trucks and at times it could impede emergency traffic for the residents of that street and Swift Field. This new parking lot should take care of that situation. 

· We also have the driveway roughed out at the site of Dunn’s store. Both the driveway and the community center parking lot are scheduled to be paved tomorrow by Sheehan Construction. I asked four different contractors to bid on this work and I received three bids with Sheehan being the lowest price. 

· I have three trucks to auction off a 99 f 250, a 1986 Chevy 2500 and a 2001 Mack single axle dump truck. In the past I have had real good luck with Auctions international and I would like to ask the board to approve me to list the three trucks with them for sale to the highest bidder.

· We are in the process of setting up our screening plant at the fish and game club. We will probably screen next week and get our sand pile up. A week of screening will put up more than enough sand for us for the winter. Thank you that’s all I have at this time.
· Ron Morrow asked if the Town would help with installing a kiosk on Lenney Road for the bike trail on the County land. The Board agreed the Town could help.

Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE HWY SUP’T  TO AUCTION VEHICLES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert, to authorize Mr. Hawley to send the 1999 F250, 1986 Chevy 2500 and the 2001 Mack to Auctions International.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported:
· We have training for the new credit card machine next week, so we will be able to take credit and debit cards soon.

· Accept ZBA resignations of:    Linda Dunning (term expires 9/30/16) 




                    Charles Davis   (term expires 9/30/18)

· Re-appointments:   Warren Dyke to ZBA 




  Sharon Andrews to BAR




  John Gray to PB
Mr. Bulger asked if anyone has shown interest. Ms. Arquiett stated names have been mentioned but no one has been in the office or sent letters to express interest. Mr. Bulger instructed Ms. Arquiett to advertise the positions available.
Motion # 6

ACCEPT RESIGNATIONS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept the resignations of Linda Dunning and Charles Davis from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Both effective immediately.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

Motion # 7

RE-APPOINT BOARD POSITIONS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to re-appoint Warren Dyke to the Zoning Board of Appeals, term will expire September 30, 2020. Re-appoint Sharon Andrews to the Board of Assessment Review, term will expire September 30, 2020. Re-appoint John Gray to the Planning Board, term will expire October 30, 2022.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried

LEGISLATOR’S REPORT Mr. Perkins reported:
The County has been working diligently on the budget. They cut 23 positions, which were vacant anyway. They are looking at their fuel consumption and vehicle fleet, identifying redundancy and reducing, reallocating funds to make a budget. They will meet every Monday and Tuesday until done in December. Mr. Robert asked if there is cuts to the trail system department. Mr. Perkins said there were cuts in all departments, but doesn’t want any cuts to the administration of the trail program.
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ENGINEERS REPORT  Mr. Cook reported:

We are waiting on the release of the IUP and suspect that maybe after elections. The water and sewer rates need to be addressed to put the town in position to receive grant funding.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Solar Energy – Mr. Cook stated RER Energy Group was required to pay an upfront cost of $15,000 to National Grid to make an inquiry regarding the solar plant. National Grid replied the grid at the transfer

station will only accommodate 1 megawatt, not the 3 megawatts planned. Now we are looking for another 

area for the plant and other avenues.

B. Wastewater Treatment Grant – addressed earlier.

C. Blue House Demo – addressed earlier.

D. Speed Device Modifications – Highway to take care of.

E. Sevey’s Intersection –Mr. Robert asked if a light was going to be installed or not. Mr. Bulger stated he would take a ride and see what the State has implemented and we’d go from there.
NEW BUSINESS
A. Appointments – addressed earlier.

B. Budget – Tax Cap Override – addressed earlier.

C. Board Meetings – A Special Budget Workshop is scheduled for Monday, October 26th at 10:00 a.m. and the next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for November 4th.

Motion # 8

ADJOURNEMENT

Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn.

Ayes   5   Shoen, Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Bulger

Noes   0

Motion carried, 8:15 p.m.












____________________________












     Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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