Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, September 9, 2015
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, 13625

Present: Grace Hawley, Deputy Supervisor					            Councilpersons: Ronald Robert
	  Donna Arquiett, Clerk									   Katheryn Hayes
	  Darren Richards, DPW Sup’t.								   Donald Shoen

Absent: Dennis Bulger, Kevin Hawley
              												   
Others present: Ike Cook, Tina Miller, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Mary Jane Watson, Kevin Beary, 		             Kevin Jones, Ed Fuhr, David Seymour, Will Trithart and Kevin Lamora 

Deputy Supervisor Hawley opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m. Ms. Arquiett reported County Legislator Perkins and Dog Warden Jim McConkey called to say they were unable to make the meeting.

Mrs. Hawley asked the Board to review the agenda. 

Motion # 1
ADOPT MEETING AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adopt the agenda as is.
Ayes   4    Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

Mrs. Hawley asked the Board if they reviewed the minutes and a motion to accept them as written.

Motion # 2
ACCEPT MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Shoen, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept the minutes of the regular monthly meeting dated  August 12, 2015.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 3
APPROVE WARRANT # 9 , TRANSFERS/ BANKSTATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 9, transfers as recommended and indicated below, which include last month’s that were overlooked, and the bank statement & reconciliation. 
Ayes   4    Hawley, Hayes, Robert,  Bulger
Noes   0
Abstain  1  Shoen
Motion carried

General Fund	$  31,827.04
Highway Fund	$  19,386.07
Colton Light District	$       707.85
South Colton Light District	$       675.10
Sewer District #1	$    5,122.42
Water District #1	$    6,364.83

The following accounts are over budget as August 31, 2015:

 General Fund: A4068.41            Mosquito, Contr.               $   228.12
	          A7140.4              Rec. Areas, Contr.	    645.80 
	                                                             TOTAL      $   873.92

Recommendation for transfer:
 General Fund: A4068.4             Black Fly, Contr.                $   500.00
                         A7140.41           Rec. Director                          2500.00
	                                                             TOTAL       $ 3000.00	   	


COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
David Seymour, Colton resident and taxpayer, stated his taxes increased drastically but that’s not why he’s here. He added that he would hate to see changes or cuts made to the Bti Program or the Transfer Station to balance the budget.
It would wouldn’t be to any benefit to sacrifice either. Mr. Shoen replied he would never be in favor of cuts to those budget items.

Kevin Beary, Colton taxpayer, stated he missed all the re-val information because he was out of the country from January till July. He complained about his school taxes and requested a time to talk to the Assessor. Ms. Miller stated they had already spoken, and that she has nothing to do or say about taxes, she only assesses property.
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
New Office Arrangements:
· I need to make the board and the public aware of changes in my office.   As the board knows, my position is become a part-time position.  Until this week, although not in the office physically, I have put in the hours for full time position.  I have prepared and attended approximately 20 small claim reviews within the past 30 days.  To be clear, I was not compensated from my second job for the time spent in court.  The other times, I was working in preparation for these particular cases, as well fielding calls and attending to the day to day needs of the office.  It was not uncommon during the month of August to find me in the office from 5 or 6 pm  all night until it was time to prepare for my second job in the morning.  So, for those who have happened to mention there is no one available, that is correct.  I was not available or did not answer phone calls promptly for review of assessments because I was working on the small claims that were pending.  Review of assessments should be complete at this time.  Please accept my apologies for inconveniences.

I would like to make a statement to all and for the record:

PLEASE be aware the revaluation project has come to a close.  All opportunities to grieve property assessments for this year have passed.  You may not grieve your assessment at this time.   I urge anyone who, all of a sudden, has decided his/her assessment (NOT THE TAXES) is too high to be prepared to grieve next spring or apply for Article 7 certiorari with the Supreme Court.  In the spring, as a property owner of a one, two or three family home, and under most circumstances, has the right to review their property, have an informal hearing with the assessor, apply for a grievance hearing, apply for Small Claims Assessment Review if they feel their assessment is still too high and the final step is to apply to have a supreme court justice hear the  grievance.  All other properties have the right to attend all steps of the aforementioned with the exception of the Small Claims Assessment Review.  These properties owners do have the right to file a petition with the Supreme Court for an article 7 certiorari.

Please remember there are many reasons your taxes change.  Yes, the most prominent being the reassessment, but remember the hydro values are dropping, rates are changing, aid is changing, and as a result of the reassessment, there has been a drastic redistribution of the value of taxable property.  For many years there are so many properties that were under-assessed and as a result those owners have not been paying the proper /fair share of taxes.  But it should also be remembered that as a result of people paying too little, many of those who may have been paying too much.  This has gone on for many years.

Not everyone received the same increase.  Water front value has increases incredibly in the past few years and by reviewing very recent sales, continues to increase.  Many people do not know what the market values may be but I can assure you that many people do know the market value and some have since placed properties for sale  at a asking price of more than $100,000 above the new assessed value.  My job as an assessor is to place a market value on your property.  I try to mention to everyone when discussing assessments, it is the property owners  right to attend board meetings; school, county and town,  which will help one understand the levy/budget.  Many owners are not here for most of the year but there is the power of the pencil.  Write a letter to your board, your legislature.   Place your concerns in writing to me and I will review and determine if there is a need for a review of the property.  Utilize your rights as American citizen but don’t hide behind anger and place in the wrong direction.  

I have received more than 75 phone calls/messages since taxes were mailed.  Some are valid assessment questions but most are people who want to discuss their taxes.  I am sorry, my job is to place a market value on the property, apply exemptions and other assessment administrative duties.  I am answering as many assessment related calls as I possibly can.  I cannot return calls to those clearly stated in their message that the TAXES doubled or tripled.  I apologize for not being able to speak with everyone.  If a property owner feels there is an error on the assessment leave a message stating so.  I will not be scrambling at this time to review everyone’s assessment who did not utilize the many opportunities spring to do so.  I am asking that your concerns be put in writing and if I feel a review is necessary I will do so.  Before next spring I would recommend you be ready to attend an informal hearing or even later in the year, contact my office.  I am unable to do another reassessment because people are now concerned about the assessed value.  I must focus now on the STAR renewals and new improvements to properties and carry on with my duties as an assessor.  Again, at this point there is nothing I can do to change your assessment.  There have been 7 months since the announcement of property values.  Calling today, tomorrow or yesterday is not the answer to a property review.

STAR Applications/Renewals:

· As I mentioned at the last meeting, there is  Good News to those owners who must reapply each year for the Enhanced STAR. The Office of Real Property has released a renewal form that will be available earlier than the renewals sent out by my office.  This will be convenient for those of you who travel during the winter months.  REMEMBER, IF YOU ARE RENEWING FOR THE ENHANCED STAR EXEMPTION, YOU MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF INCOME. There will be no exceptions.  If you do not provide income the form will be returned with a request for missing information.  Read the form completely.  Read the instructions and notations provided by NYS before picking up the phone.  If you file income tax, I will need 2014 returns.  If you don’t file taxes I will need copies of your last year’s retirement statement, social security statement, and any other income you received for the year.  If you don’t have that information handy it may be a good time now to look for it and have it ready to supply once you complete the renewal.
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ASSESSOR’S REPORT CON’T.
STAR Applications/Renewals:

· Senior Citizen Low Income recipients must wait and complete the renewal form mailed to them.  You must provide all income documentation.
· The normal renewal notices will be mailed in December/January.  If you are heading south and would like to have this done before you go, the renewal form will be available at my office, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-4; at the Town Hall, on the Town Web Site, and on the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance Real Property Web site as of next week.  Do not call the town hall for information concerning the application or renewal application.  You may call Deanna at the assessor’s office (262-2848) on Tuesday or Thursday or leave a message for a return call.  Be sure to mention you need information regarding the STAR.

My apologies for the long winded report but I feel it is necessary for both the board to know the scenario with the revaluation status and what the responses should be.  You too are being questioned every day I am sure.

Kevin Jones, Colton taxpayer, stated Ms. Miller had always been pleasant when they talked. He encourages people to do research and prepare for re-valuations. Mr. Jones said Brookfield can’t pay forever, this has been coming since 2006.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
In a month’s time the Code Office has issued 23 new permits which included an area variance and two subdivision applications.  8 Permits are pending and in the works to date as well.  The Code Officer has attended two planning Board Meetings and a ZBA meeting as well.  Zero complaints were made this month.  The Code Office reminds people there is no statute of limitations on illegal buildings and or structures.  If a permit hasn’t been issued it remains forever an illegal building. Also the acting chair of the Planning Board, Ed Fuhr, the Deputy Director of the County Planning Office and the CEO attended a meeting at the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to review our land use code and our parameters on land use decision making.   

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer- Everything is running smoothly for the transfer station.  We still hope to increase recycling on textiles and zero sort. 
Waste Water & Water -We are currently preparing the budget for next year in regards to Water and Waste Water Treatment.  Since our current efforts are in replacement of infrastructure feasibility study, we do not want to place our upgrade efforts in the collection and distribution side of the house.  Curb stops and manholes will be our concentration next year.  In the next month we plan on doing a smoke test of our sewer lines to detect leaks and infiltration issues.  Please be aware that if your home is not closed off from sewer gases, our smoke machine will create harmless smoke which will indicate a problem for you then dissipate without a residue.
Building and Grounds - Trusses will be set on the new building on Monday.  Many thanks for those who donated materials, time and equipment to the project.  We intend to do a plaque at the end of our build to recognize companies who offered so much to this great cause. Thanks go to Merriman’s, Roll Lock Truss, Witherbee & Whalen, Midstate and LeBerge & Curtis
The Blue building on the corner of 56 and Sugar Bush Lane is abated and awaits demolition.  Rodman is all set for reduced tipping fee application and our pusher trailers are registered again for permitting purposes. 
Our Disc Golf Course Construction is under way on the Morgan Road.  Again we would like to remind everyone that this is a grant awarded by the health initiative and constructed so far by volunteers only.  Some equipment and labor will be utilized by the DPW in the future on this project.  The parking lot development will assist boaters, snowmobilers, ATV’ers  and Disc golfers in the future.

Will Trithart spoke about Disc Golf, its popularity and the fact there’s not a course within a hundred miles. Some work has started on clearing for the course on town owned land on Morgan Road. Mr. Trithart also mentioned there is an Adirondack Disc Golf Association.  

SAFETY  Mr. Richards reported:
Next month is the PERMA conference.  Since my time must be spent acquiring credits for recertification of Code, I will not be attending this year.  I hope we send our delegates again this year to bring back valuable information.  Our next safety meeting will entail distracted drivers and staying safe in a work zone due to technology. 

RECREATION REPORT Mr. LaMora reported:
The Youth Fishing Derby had 165 kids, a few more than last year. There might have been more except some thought it was cancelled because it rained. We have been looking for donations to purchase scoreboards for Swift Field. Approximately $6200 had been raised of the $8500 needed. Pepsi Co. has donated a 20’ banner for the upcoming Fun Run, Saturday, September 19. Half the entry fee paid will go to a school of choice when they register. Registration will be the day of the race starting at 7:30 a.m., start/finish line is at the Town Hall.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported:
He learned at the meeting with APA that the new Code Book has to go to them for approval also, when it’s ready. The planning board has met a couple of times and need more copies of the “old” code book. The ones they have are different from each other. Ms. Arquiett said she will find a full copy and send it to the printers.

3
Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, September 9, 2015

TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported:
With the upcoming change of seasons the committee is winding down summer activities and preparing for autumn.
Information Centers - The town’s two information centers are now closed for the season—Stone Valley Information Center in Museum on Main Street and Raquette River Information Center on State Highway 56 in South Colton.  We greatly appreciate all those who helped staff the two centers from June through Labor Day weekend and are summarizing the list so we can properly acknowledge all through the town’s website, Facebook page and other means.  Members of the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers fulfilled the group’s agreement with the town and we understand they plan to assist again next summer.  We especially thank Len Paige for coordinating the group’s staffing assistance and very much welcome its continuing involvement.  Scott Muller (315-244-9956) is the committee’s contact for anyone wishing to visit either information center before they reopen next June.
Stone Valley - During Labor Day weekend the last two water releases by Brookfield Renewable Energy for whitewater kayaking this summer on the Stone Valley section of the river were held.  Committee members set up and staffed an information tent at the main trailhead at the end of Riverside Drive both days for newcomers and others, especially those not aware of the releases.  Many people were on the trails this weekend for the whitewater kayaking and to just enjoy being outdoors. In addition to nearly 150 paddlers there were hikers, joggers, families and groups of friends plus mountain bikers, a St. Lawrence University geology class, an Ottawa-based film crew and actor Mark Valley who was in the area and had never been to Stone Valley.  We thank Randa and Matt Mitchell for having the Raquette River Pub serve as a Whitewater Welcome Center throughout the summer.
Summer Music Series - The last performance in the summer music series is September 16 at 6:30pm with New Horizons Band of NNY performing at St. Patrick’s Church Parish Center with St. Patrick’s – St. Paul’s Altar Rosary Society providing an ice cream social.  Since construction is still underway outside the Pavilion at Swift Field we moved the performance to the Parish Center but do hope to return to the Pavilion for performances next summer.  Throughout the summer we sought written feedback during each performance and asked for leads for next summer.  Yesterday the committee finished reviewing the list of groups to perform next summer so we can complete the Community Arts Grant application due to the St. Lawrence County Arts Council by October 1st with Town Board support. Next, as we complete the grant application, we will secure signed Performance Agreements and music samples from each group and get Service Agreements in place with partners who will assist with venues, food and more. 
Upcoming Activities - The committee will help Kevin LaMora with the Fun Run he is planning for September 19.  This month we also will draft our 2016 work plan to go along with the town’s budget planning process.  During the next few months we plan to work outside, completing weeding and mulching at Three Falls Park and around the Museum as well working on John Stone Memorial Nature Trail improvements.  And we will resume work on the historic and scenic motor tour in hopes it can be ready by next summer plus start planning this year’s Remembrance Tree project begun last year with Dave Crosby as coordinator and start meeting with the Winterfest Weekend Planning Committee chaired by Grace Hawley.
Next Meeting – October 13 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall - The agenda for the next meeting will focus on fall and winter activities including John Stone Memorial Nature Trail projects and the Remembrance Trees for Colton and South Colton.

Motion # 4
ADOPT RESOLUTION # 11 – 2015 AS FOLLOWS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adopt Resolution # 11-2015 , Supporting Community Arts Grant Application for Colton Riverside Performances in Summer 2016.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried
SUPPORTING COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT APPLICATION
FOR COLTON RIVERSIDE PERFORMANCES IN SUMMER 2016
Resolution # 11-2015

WHEREAS, the Town of Colton Tourism & Beautification Committee has organized and held a series of summer music performances annually since 2011 with support of the Colton Town Board; and has received encouragement from audience members and performers to continue the summer music series.
WHEREAS, the Tourism & Beautification Committee wants to: introduce more people to Colton as a Raquette River community and showcase the town as a great place to live, work and visit; create greater interest in maintaining the town’s built assets for the benefit of all and the Raquette River as a natural backdrop for activities; and strengthen the town’s interest in ‘Art Around Town’ through both performing and visual arts.
WHEREAS, music performances are made possible through a combination of resources including donations, financial and in-kind resources of the town, business sponsors plus public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Program (as administered by the St. Lawrence County Arts Council).
WHEREAS, as a Community Arts Grant Applicant for 2016, the town would have to come up with at least 25% of the financial support, and more likely 50%, to cover proposed project expenses (e.g., performer fees, publicity, etc.) from other income sources besides the grant. 
THEREFORE, the Tourism & Beautification Committee requests the Town of Colton submit a Community Arts Grant Application for 2016 by October 1st to the St. Lawrence County Arts Council which administers the New York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Program for Jefferson, Lewis and St. Lawrence Counties.  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Colton Town Board authorizes the Tourism & Beautification Committee to complete the Community Arts Grant Application to be submitted by the Tourism & Beautification Coordinator or another committee member to the St. Lawrence County Arts Council no later than October 1, 2015.
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Bti REPORT Ms. Malik sent this report:
2015 JAPANESE KNOTWEED CONTROL PROGRAM
· Treatments for Japanese Knotweed (Bamboo) started 9/8/15.  Treatments are more effective if they are done after the plant is flowering, (Sept- first hard frost), since the plants energy is being drawn back down towards the root.  The goal is to kill the root.
· Last year’s pilot project went very well.  The library property and hedge and roadside property on Gustin Square that I treated, has very little Knotweed growing back.  It’s almost too good so, I am reducing the amount of herbicide we inject from 5ml to 2-4ml to see if we still get decent results.  
· I am training Austin Garvin as an Apprentice to help with this seasons treatments.  My shoulder is recovering very well from  surgery but, I still cannot lift anything heavy.  I think it may be even more efficient with the two of us working together anyway.
· One thing both Austin, (who is a beekeeper) and I are concerned with is potential harm to bees when using a 10% foliar spray.  (The larger bamboo canes are injected with the herbicide, the smaller have to be sprayed.  Each leaf has to be covered.)  Some research suggests some chronic effects on bees exposed to Glysophate, (the active ingredient in the herbicide we are using), including a lowered ability to identify & track food and a drop in learning performance.  So, erring on caution, we will limit the use of the foliar spray to just areas where there are no flowers and plan to go back to areas that we skip when it gets colder between 32- 50 degrees when bees will not be active.  Injecting the stems does not expose bees to the herbicide.
· Treatment areas will be roughly split between Colton and South Colton.  So far we treated behind the BTI/DPW/ Assessor offices, re- treated the few plants that came back in the pilot project area and, treated the roadside patch by the Colton Post Office up to the telephone pole.  We will treat at the Transfer station next before we move to South Colton areas.  

HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley sent this report:
1. Please authorize payment of repairs for Truck #2, 2007 International. Stadium repaired the clutch for $6,814.62.
 I appreciated having verbal Board approval prior to the repairs.
2. I have not received the official letter from CHIPS, however I did find on the Comptroller’s web site the listing of each municipality and what we are expected to receive . Colton’s share is $142,843.95 including the Governor Severe Winter Recovery Money. This is right in line with last’s year’s Chips Allotment. Asphalt prices for the Month of April are about the same, year over year. All this being said we should be able to pave another 2 miles maybe a little more again this year. Therefore, I am requesting a budget Amendment to be approved to reflect the anticipated increase in CHIPS funds on the revenue and expense side. The anticipated increase is $18,413.24.
3. The County moved the paver in, we start paving first thing in the morning on the Stark Road.

Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE TRUCK REPAIR
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize payment of the bill to Stadium in the amount of $6,814.62 for repairs to truck #2.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 6
AUTHORIZE BOOKKEEPER TO AMEND BUDGET
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize the Bookkeeper to do a budget amendment to reflect the Highway CHIPS budget lines.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:
· We have received the 30 day advanced notice regarding the opening of Robideau’s Mahogany Ridge Bar & Grill. They need a letter from the Town verifying we received it and there are no issues with alcohol sale/consumption.
· Accept Joan Kilroy’s resignation as Planning Board Chair, effective September 1. In her resignation, she states she will remain on the Board.
· App’t. Ed Fuhr as Planning Board Chair. Designate salary and make effective  Sept. 1
· Decision of Hearing notices have been coming in, 11 were reduced and each are to be paid $30. Do you want to pay with the early bills? – No, there are more coming. 
· According to the Higley Assoc. event calendar, Brookfield Power will begin lowering the water September 16th  and be returned to normal September 20th 
· Kevin provided a copy of his inventory and it’s on file if anyone wants to review it.
· Reminders have been sent out regarding Local Gov’t. Day. The voucher will be sent Friday to enroll those who have let me know they are attending. Mr. Robert & Mr. Shoen stated they will go.
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Motion # 7
AUTHORIZE CLERK TO WRITE LETTER
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to authorize Town Clerk to write letter for Robideau’s Mahogany Ridge Bar & Grill.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 8
ACCEPT MS. KILROY’S RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to accept Joan Kilroy’s resignation as Planning Board Chair. Ms. Kilroy will stay as a planning board member for the remainder of her term. Mr. Robert asked a thank you letter be sent also.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 9
APPOINT MR. FUHR AS PB CHAIR
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to appoint Edward Fuhr as Planning Board Chair, effective September 1, 2015 at a monthly stipend of $60.00
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried

ENGINEER’S REPORT  Mr. Cook reported:
The application has been sent to EFC for the intended use plan, the project then gets scored and ranked against other applications. I’m also looking into other funding sources if this doesn’t work. CWSRF and USDA.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Solar Energy –  PPA/BOCES  - Mr. Bulger had signed and sent to Town Attorney.
B. Wastewater Treatment Grant – Ike Cook – covered earlier.
C. Blue House Demo (DPW) Abatement status?  Hwy to Demo – Mrs. Hawley said it should be in a couple weeks.
D. Speed Device Modifications – Hwy Dept – Break away poles to be installed.
E. Morgan Rd – DPW --Disk Golf – discussed earlier.
F. Sevey’s Intersection -  DOT Implementing Changes 
G. Fuel control/accountability (Audit – Grace) – Mrs. Hawley stated Ms. Wright keeps good records on fuel and will also be checked at audit time.

NEW BUSINESS 
A. Appointment Chmn Planning – done earlier.
B. Budget 2016 Input NLT 9/17/15
C. Bd Meetings – Regular Mtg Oct 14, 2015; Special TBA

Motion # 10
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mr. Shoen to adjourn.
Ayes   4   Robert,  Shoen, Hayes, Hawley
Noes   0
Motion carried, 8:25 p.m.




																									__________________________________
										          Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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