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Authorized payment of bills: General Fund $46,700.26; Highway Fund $54,844.84; Colton Light District $754.04; South Colton Light District $711.91; Sewer District # 1 $637.47 and Water District # 1 $4,080.94
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Kevin Beary, Colton resident supplied information regarding Brookfield seeking inclusion in NY clean energy. The Clean Energy Standard (CES), approved by the NYS Public Service Commission on August 1, will require 50% of the state’s electricity to come from renewables by 2030. It establishes subsidies for nuclear power generation and envisages support for small hydropower facilities and non-hydro renewables such as wind and solar. To review the complete document, it is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Ed Fuhr, Colton resident thanked the highway department for repairs on Gulf Rd. prior to the bicycle ride. The Gulf Road is probably the most used road in the Town and should be maintained, there are spots that are worn to the gravel. Mr. Fuhr asked if there was an update on milfoil. Mrs. Hawley referred to Mr. Malik’s report.
Rebecca Allen, South Colton resident asked what the status of the internet committee was. Mrs. Hawley referenced a letter from Jim Hidy which stated the next round of grants is in October. Ms. Allen replied she thought the internet would be in her area by now. She has a business dependent on internet use and it is costing $130 a month for access that is sketchy. Ms. Allen said she didn’t want to miss any opportunity to volunteer if needed. Mr. Swafford recommended Mrs. Hawley contact Lynn Swafford to help on the committee.
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT
72 Permits were issued so far this year. Report is included to date. Currently we have one application for this month's planning board. One LOMA letter was assisted by the Code Officer as the Town's Flood Plain Administrator.
PLANNING & ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr reported: The Planning Board has been busy with different projects and figuring our budget. Next Tuesday is the next meeting. We will be attending training October 11. Dollar General
is a long way yet to any decision.
ASSESSOR’S REPORT  Ms. Miller reported:
· It has been busier than usual now that the school tax bills have gone out.  I would like to take this opportunity to remind people if they are upset about the tax bill please go to your town board, school board and county legislators meetings.  The assessment office has been inundated with phone calls since the bills were mailed out.  The revaluation was completed last year.  This means, within the last year, property owners have already received assessment change notices, town/county bills and school bills.  This is the second round of school bills since the revaluation was completed.  If property owners are unhappy with the assessment it should have been discussed by now, although assessment review may be an ongoing process.  At this time I feel the majority of calls being received in the assessment office are due to the amount of tax bills more so than what the assessment is.  If the issue is truly an assessment concern then by all means contact the assessment office.  If the concern is strictly tell me your assessment is too high, remember, every year you may grieve the assessment on the last Tuesday of May.  
· The assessment office will be closed Thursday night, September 22, 2016.  
· The new STAR Credit checks will start being distributed at the end of September.  That is for those purchased a home after March 1, 2015, are eligible to receive the credit and registered with NYS by July 31, 2016.  For those who purchased homes and did not register before July 31, 2016 the mailing dates for those checks are undetermined at this time.  
LIBRARY REPORT  Mr. Swafford, Library Trustee reported they had applied for a $50,000 grant thru Betty Littles office to install central air conditioner and change heating fuel over to propane.
HIGHWAY REPORT
· Since the last board meeting we have started paving. The roads paved so far are, French Pond Road, Snell Road, 1000 feet on Cayey Road and Riehl Road. The paving is going well. I have a mile on the Raquette River Road to complete and the upper end of Main Street yet. 
· I plan to do some "shimming" on Dodge Hill on Cold Brook Drive and some on Little John Road. After the paving is done we will have approximately two weeks work putting shoulders on. Then we will probably haul in our winter road sand.
· I would like to ask the board’s approval of two budget adjustments. The first is to transfer $11,000 from Brush and weeds Personal services into maintenance of roads contractual to help with paving costs and the second one to apply the Auction International Check ($8,490) to the machinery contractual line.
Bti REPORT  Mrs. Hawley read aloud Ms. Malik’s written report:
· I started Knotweed control  September 6, 2016.
· Areas I have treated so far: large patch at 293 CR 58, 3 properties along RT 56 near No.9, a patch on Cottage Rd,  Transfer Station, and am currently finishing up a large patch along the river off Gustin Square.  
·  I have just done stem injections and will return to most of these places later to spray smaller plants once the blossoms have fallen off and bees and other pollinators are no longer around.  
· I will also go back to touch up areas I treated last year, and will continue with new areas as long as the budget allows.
· I am investigating an alternative tool for stem injection since the one I am currently using is severely hurting my hand. 
AQUATIC INVASIVES
· The Town Supervisor told me he has received a number of complaints regarding invasive aquatic plants clogging up the river.  
· I started doing a little research and I thought while the water is lowered in Higley reservoir I would get out and photograph, sample and see what’s out there.
· With the water down I also thought it could be a good opportunity to remove some small patches by hand harvesting, (I checked with DEC to see if this was legal and they said it was and thought it a good idea.)to see if it might be a feasible method to help control the weeds.
· I met with concerned property owner, Joanne Hudson  to talk about it.  She has attended some aquatic invasive training and has started mapping the weeds in parts of Higley already.  We are going to go out on the river tomorrow.
DPW REPORT  Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station - Casella Contract complete and in place for another term. We are completing our retaining wall on both sides of the compactor in the fall sometime. We got a great deal on Barrier blocks from Graymont. The 2 X2 X 6 foot blocks weighs 3000lbs a piece and will be stacked two or three high depending on the placement for added safety to our transfer station off load site.
Waste Water & Water - Milling SH 56 will commence on approx.  September 19th and will be paved shortly thereafter. The DPW has provided a great deal of work to prepare for the paving, fixing curb stops and manholes. Our crew is also considering in‐house smaller investments in repairs to continue our plant operation for a few more years while we build equity since the grant funding isn't there for us yet. We have built those figures into the budget.
Building and Grounds - Swift Field is being used a great deal this year now that we have more facilities with a second soccer field, and an indoor pavilion for basketball. Parking is now spilling onto Sugarbush Lane. Highway is helping with our expanded use by increasing the parking lot in front of the pavilion. The tri‐town consortium is progressing forward and will now need a commitment to sign a penalty clause if we back out of the consortium.  This is a standard agreement to keep the consortium strong with members.
Combining our remaining budgeted capital, it is in our best interest to eliminate the military sheds which all leak, eliminate our Sherman Storage rental units by constructing our pole barn either at the MSB or at the transfer for storage of all of our implements. Our equipment will last a great deal longer and will clean up our grounds. I am asking we utilize up to $20,000 for the pole barn from our budgeted capital. Our lowest price is a tie between Lowes and Roll Lock Truss / Structural Woods. Depending on the company's' schedules, I am asking for the authority to choose which one which can meet our delivery schedules, between this year and 2017.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  Ms. Arquiett reported;
· Resolutions # 8, 9 & 10
· Schedule 3 PH hearings  
1. SEQR for Code Amendment – Oct. 12 @ 6:30 p.m.
2. Local Law # 1  -  Oct. 12 @ 6:45 p.m.
3. Local Law # 2  -  Oct. 12 @ 6:55 p.m.
· Insurance quotes – just for another quote, it’s a mountain of paperwork along with what our current company wants this time of year.
· Hunting license sales started early this year. DMP (doe permit) deadline is September 30.
· Local Gov’t. Day is Tuesday, October 11. Is there anyone that still needs to be signed up? 
· Budget requests need to be in by this Friday, September 16

TOURISM/BEAUTIFICATION REPORT  Mrs. Hawley read aloud Mrs. McWilliams’s report:
With the change of seasons looming we are winding up summertime activities with the final performance in the town’s Summer Music Series tonight and with the last of our summertime sales of barn quilts and other products at the Raquette River Information Center on September 17 and 24.  Both are explained further below.
Summer Music Series of Colton Riverside Performances The last performance, being held tonight, features Bee Children performing at St. Patrick’s Church Parish Center with St. Patrick’s – St. Paul’s Altar Rosary Society providing an ice cream social.  We also sincerely appreciate food being provided during the summer by the Colt’s Pride Booster Club.  Throughout the summer we sought feedback about the music series and asked for input about performers for next summer.  And yesterday the committee reviewed the list of possible performers for next summer so we can complete the Community Arts Grant application due to the St. Lawrence County Arts Council by October 1st.  With Town Board support we intend to complete the grant application by securing signed Performance Agreements and music samples from each group and by getting Service Agreements in place with partners who will assist with venues, food, artwork, and more. 
Raquette River Information Center Daily staffing of the Raquette River Information Center in the J. R. Watson Community Center on Sugar Bush Lane is over for this summer; however information stands and displays remain in place for visitors and others.  We greatly appreciate staffing help by our two Summer Associates Kaitlynn Long and Lauren Buckley and by members of the Colton-Pierrepont Senior Racqueteers which has fulfilled the group’s agreement with the town.  Scott Muller has done an excellent job of coordinating staffing this summer; and will open the info center for two more days this month for people to visit and purchase products.  On September 17 and 24 he and others from the committee will be there from 1-4pm with a variety of products available including old highway banners, DVDs, notecards, barn quilts, Adirondack 102 Club books, commemorative shirts, town history books, and more.  The committee also will be taking orders for barn quilts to be painted during coming months.  Call Scott for more details (315-244-9956).
Stone Valley During Labor Day weekend the last two water releases by Brookfield Renewable Energy for whitewater kayaking this summer on the Stone Valley section of the river were held.  Committee members set up and staffed an information tent at the main trailhead at the end of Riverside Drive both days for newcomers and others, especially those not aware of the releases.  Many people were on the trails. In addition to nearly 150 paddlers there were hikers, joggers, families and groups of friends plus mountain bikers and a St. Lawrence University geology class.  We thank our Summer Associate Wryn Wright for assisting with the tent during the summer as well as Randa and Matt Mitchell for having the Raquette River Pub serve as a Whitewater Welcome Center.  Now we turn our attention to grant-supported improvements to be done during coming months at or near trailheads in the Town of Colton with help by the Departments of Highways and Public Works.
Next Monthly Meeting – October 11 (4-5:30pm) in Town Hall The agenda will focus on autumn activities and early planning for winter activities, including the display of Remembrance Trees. Order forms, due by October 28, are available in the Town Hall.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Union Agreement approval – Board members have been provided copies of the tentative agreement for review and were asked if there are any opposed to it. Motion was made to approve.
B. Budget input – propose no raise for elected officials. A short discussion was held. Motion was made to give raises to elected officials.
C. Next regular meeting will be October 12 starting with Public Hearings at 6:30. Budget workshops and special meetings TBA.


Mr. Robert said he received complaints of loose dogs. Ms. Arquiett replied we have a leash law. Tell the people to call the Dog Warden – Jim McConkey @ 323-4550. 


Mr. Robert questioned the legal notice advertising. Ms. Arquiett stated the official town paper is Watertown Daily Times because of its circulation. Mr. Robert asked the ads be printed in the Observers and North Country This Week. 
Ms. Arquiett said it could as long as she is directed to by a motion.
