
AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE UP TO AND INCLUDING THE DAY OF THE MEETING 

 

TOWN OF COLTON  

town board meeting 6:00 p.m. JANUARY 15, 2025 

AGENDA  

Meeting is not open to the public discussion/opinion until and after “Courtesy of the Floor” unless asked. 

 

 

➢ CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

➢ Adopt the agenda 

➢ Warrants / Transfers – Approval of bills, Bank  

➢ Reconciliation, Transfers  

➢ Courtesy of the floor – 3 MINUTE LIMIT PER PERSON  

➢ County Legislator – Rick Perkins 

➢ TOWN ENGINEER – JEFF TUBOLINO 

➢ DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

o Animal Control / Dog Warden  

o Assessor / Bookkeeper   

o BTI  

o Code Enforcement / DPW / Safety  

o Highway Dept.  

o Committee Reports 

▪ Library 

▪ Planning / Zoning  

o Town Clerk / Tax Collection (Appointments / Resolutions)   

 

➢ CORRESPONDENCE  

 

➢ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

o Resolution for road between Mahagony Ridge and Town of Colton  

o Brookfield Assessment  

o Judge Appointment - ongoing 

 

➢ NEW BUSINESs 

 

o Winterfest February 7-9 

 

     

➢ EXECUTIVE SESSION – eric Gustafson 7:00 p.m. (David Rubin 

contract) 

➢ adjournments 
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County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, NY 13625 

 

Present: Ronald Robert, Town Supervisor - absent     Councilpersons: Lisa Fisher 

  Kevin Hawley, Highway Supt.                     Kevin Beary 

  Darren Richards, Code/Safety/DPW Supt.                  Stephen Knight 

  Jennifer Cole, Town Clerk          

 

Meeting Attendees: Kirke Perry, Grace Hawley, James Durham, Laura Richards, Jacob Poste, Chris Shea, Christina 

Smith, Kerry Cochran, Amy Cayey, James Hassett, Kay Hassett, Tracy Harcourt, Aaron Johnson, Jackie Johnson, Kirk 

Snyder, Derek Shea, Eric Gustafson, Jerry Bartlett  

Online Attendees: Cynthia Hennessy, Peggy Shea, Dennis Eickhoff  

 

Supervisor Lisa Fisher opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6pm, as scheduled. 

Motion #1 

Adopt the Meeting Agenda 

Councilman Beary made the motion to accept the agenda for this meeting, seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

No transfers, bank reconciliation, or warrants. Motion unnecessarily made.  

 

Courtesy of the Floor: 

James and Kay Hassett came to the board with a complaint of trespass/light pollution. Pictures were provided. Mr. and 

Mrs. Hassett are requesting the board to review and examine the grandfather clause of the code for trespass/light 

pollution. Mr. and Mrs. Hassett also welcomed board members to come to their house at night to be able to better 

understand the issue the brightness of the neighbor’s light is causing.  

 

County Legislators Report: Rick Perkins 

Nothing at this time.  

 

Engineer Report: Jeff Tubolino 

Blue Line Engineering merged with Cedarwood Engineering. Town engineer Jeff Tubolino requested the board approve 

the transfer in name of the open-ended contracts previously approved as Blue Line Engineering.  

Motion #2 

Councilman Beary made the motion to approve the transfer of all currently open Blue Line engineering contacts to the 

new title name of Cedarwood Engineering, seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

Councilman Knight asked when Skelly Contractors would be finished at the transfer station. Mr. Tubolino stated that the 

last step is maintenance and training on the new compactors.  

 

Dog Warden Report: Mike Gilbo 

Nothing at this time. 

 

Bookkeeper/Assessor Report: Shelley Rayner 

There is a new process for electronic filing with the IRS and Social Security W2 and 1099. Ms. Rayner will be attending 

eight webinars to learn the new process. There is a new New York State Retirement law that effects tear 6 retirees. Ms. 

Rayner must submit reports on all TOC employee’s income. 

Ms. Rayner requested the board approve payment of a voucher for TOC temporary judge Brad Filiatrualt in the early bills. 

This voucher for his services from October, November, and December.  

 

Motion #3 

Councilman Beary made the motion to pay the voucher from temporary judge B. Filiatrault with the early bills, seconded 

by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

Ms. Rayner has one class left to become fully certified as a NYS Assessor. That class is taking place in Rensselaer County 

in June. Ms. Rayner’s requesting board permission to attend this essential final class. 

Motion #4 

Councilman Beary made the motion to allow Ms. Rayner to attend the assessment class taking place June 2025 in 

Rensselaer County to finalize becoming a NYS Assessor, seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried  
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BTI Report: Andrea Malik 

Andrea asked the public at the meeting if there would be interest of a public presentation of what the BTI program does 

and is about. Many stated they have interest. Andrea to work with Clerks office to get information out to the public.  

 

Code Enforcement/DPW Report: Darren Richards 

DPW Superintendent Richards requested the board to approve resolution 01-2025 NYS DEC Organics Reduction and 

Recycling Municipal Food Scraps Recycling Grants. 

Motion #5 

Councilman Beary made the motion to accept the NYS DEC ORRMFSRG, seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Organics Reduction and Recycling 
Municipal Food Scraps Recycling Grants 

Resolution #01 - 2025 
Whereas, the Town of Colton hereby requests financial assistance from the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation's Organics Reduction and Recycling Municipal Food Scraps Recycling Grant Program. 
Whereas, the Town of Colton certifies it is committed to providing the required match as staff wages, use of Town 
equipment and materials, and funds as needed to fulfill the required 25% grant project total match, totaling no more 
than $25,000. 
Therefore, be it resolved, the Town of Colton hereby authorizes Darren Richards, Town of Colton Superintendent of 
Public Works to act on its behalf in submittal of an application through the NYS State Financial System to be used for 
Town of Colton's Municipal Food Scraps Recycling Project. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Town of Colton at a legal meeting on January 15, 
2025. 
 

The Town of Colton recently was awarded a grant in the amount of $186,000.00 for our sidewalks. Special thanks to 

Kevin Hawley, Jeff Tubolino, and Karen Bage. 

Over the course of seven years the Town of Colton has saved approximately over $17,000.00 on energy costs by 

switching to energy efficient lighting in Colton and South Colton.  

 

Highway Report: Kevin Hawley 

Highway Supervisor Hawley stated that there have been issues with the skid steer used for sidewalk cleanup in South 

Colton. Mr. Hawley received a quote from CAT (Caterpillar Inc) for a replacement. Discussion on CHIPs money, 

Highway funds. Financing or paying outright. Paying outright would possibly require a budget adjustment. Mr. Hawley 

feels that financing would be the best option for the town. Council members decided to order the skid steer and snow 

blower combination and table finance discussions until the February meeting.  

Mr. Hawley also discussed cutting trees on the corner of #9 Rd and St. Hwy 56, as well as in the parking area just past 

Kunoco on St. Hwy 56. The trees have become a safety concern. Mr. Hawley approached local arborist Chris Shea for 

removal. Mr. Shea quoted $1000.00 for all three trees of concern. 

Motion #6 

Councilman Knight made the motion to accept the quote from Chris Shea to remove two trees at the corner of St. Hwy 56 

and No. 9 Rd as well as one at the parking area on St. Hwy 56, seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

Library Report: Dennis Eickhoff 

Reorganizational meeting was held January 13th. President is Bill Swafford, Vice President is Joanne Fisher, Secretary is 

Jean Fallon. 

The chimney needs repair. Currently leaking. Bonno Builders looked at it. They will enclose the chimney with a tarp until 

spring.  

For 2025 Winterfest the library will be offering a story time and a quilt display.  

 

Planning Board Report: Kirke Perry 

Chairman of the Planning Board Kirke Perry requested the board approve a comprehensive plan committee.  

Motion #7 

Councilman Knight made the motion to approve the comprehensive plan committee for the TOC Planning Board, 

seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

MJ Engineering will be working on the comprehensive plan. They will be paid by a grant previously received. 

Councilman Beary requested a copy of the contract with MJ Engineering.  
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Town Clerk Report: Jennifer Cole 

Ms. Cole requested the board approve resolution 02-2025 Holding Harmless the County of St. Lawrence for Providing 

Service for 2025. 

Motion #8 

Councilman Beary made the motion to approve resolution 02/-2025 Holding Harmless SLC Providing Service for 2025, 

seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

Concern on finding Church St. in the Town of Colton. Google maps takes you to Hannawa. Best solution would be to 

change Church St. to McKabe St. Deputy Town Supervisor Lisa Fisher to speak with Bruce Winters who brought the 

concern to the town clerk.  

Update to the Town of Colton Employee Handbook. New FOIL law states employees must be notified by their employer 

if there is a FOIL request for their personal records.  

Motion #9 

Councilman Knight made the motion to update the TOC Employee Handbook to inform all employees of the new FOIL 

law requesting personal records, seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

Motion #10 

Councilman Beary requested executive session for the purpose of discussing the employment of a particular person, 

seconded by Councilman Knight.  

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

***Executive session started at 7:13pm.*** 

 

Present at executive session was DPW Superintendent Darren Richards, Councilman Beary, Councilman Knight, 

Councilwoman Fisher, Town Attorney Eric Gustafson, and Town Clerk Jennifer Cole. 

 

Motion #11 

Councilman Beary made the motion to bring the meeting back to regular session, seconded by Councilman Knight. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

Regular meeting came back into session at 8:32pm. 

Discussions on Colton DPW department new hire. As well as Park Forestry NY LLC land donation to the Town of 

Colton.  

 

*** Results of executive session reported separately *** 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Lot lease with Mahogany Ridge restaurant. Councilman Beary explained the lease to the public present as well as reading 

the NYS law regarding municipalities being allowed to lease.  

Motion #12 

Councilman Knight made the motion to agree to the terms of leasing the land between Mahogany Ridge and Town of 

Colton Swift field pavilion, seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

New Business: 

Winterfest 2025 is scheduled for February 7th through the 9th. Many activities are scheduled at various local businesses 

and organizations. 

 

Announcements: 

At the Organizational meeting re-appointments were overlooked. Councilwoman Fisher read out loud the re-

appointments. 

Motion #13 

Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to approve the re-appointments, seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 
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Town Clerk Jennifer Cole requested the board to approve a blanket motion to bring all policies current and active.  

Motion #14 

Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to bring all TOC policies to current and active, seconded by Councilman Beary.  

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

Adjournment: 

Motion #15  

With no further business to discuss, Councilwoman Fisher made a motion to close the regular monthly meeting at 8:52pm, 

seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Fisher, Beary, Knight 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

 

Meeting minutes by Colton Town Clerk Jennifer Cole. 

 

 

 

 



EXECUTIVE SESSION, COLTON TOWN BOARD, January 15, 2025 

COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE, STATE OF NEW YORK, COLTON, 13625 

 

 
Present: Deputy Supervisor Lisa Fisher         Councilpersons: Kevin Beary 

  Jennifer Cole, Town Clerk        Stephen Knight 

  DPW Superintendent Darren Richards       Town Attny E. Gustafson 

 

 

 

Executive session started at 7:13pm. 

 

 

Discussion on the new employee for the DPW department. 

 

Council members decided to allow DPW Superintendent D. Richards discuss with selected applicants before 

announcing new DPW laborer position. Council members also decided to start the new employee at $1.00 more 

than the union contract states for beginning wage. The reason for the increase in wage is due to previous work 

experience. 

Motion #1 

Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to start the new DPW laborer at $1.00 more than union contract states 

due to previous work experience, seconded by Councilman Beary. 

Ayes 3 Beary, Knight, Fisher 

Noes 0 

Absent 1 Robert 

Motion carried 

 

 

Discussion on Park Forestry’s land donation to the Town of Colton. Attorney Gustafson discussed some items 

in the agreement. Council members decided to have attorney Gustafson speak with Park Forestry’s attorney 

regarding issues in the agreement.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting minutes by Jennifer Cole, Colton Town Clerk 

 

 

 

        





























Ronald Robert 
Supervisor 

Jennifer R. Cole 
Town Clerk 

Town of Colton 
94 Main Street 

Colton, NY 13625 
(315) 262-2810 
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1:10.7"...74.4.111t Kevin S. Hawley 
Supt. of Highways 
Darren T. Richards 

Supt. of Public Works 

HOLDING HARMLESS THE COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE 
FOR PROVIDING SERVICE FOR 2025 

2-2025 
WHEREAS, the Town of Colton is desirous of St. Lawrence County Department of Highways providing shared services 
such as paving, signage, road stripping, blasting, and other routine maintenance activities to the Town, and 
WHEREAS, both the Town of Colton and the County of St. Lawrence are desirous of promoting partnering efforts for 
the safety of the traveling public in St. Lawrence County, and 
WHEREAS, in this joint cooperative endeavor the Town of Colton and the County of St. Lawrence desires to be 
reimbursed for their expenditures, and 
WHEREAS, the Town of Colton is aware that the County may incur liability in the providing, of the services and wishes 
to indemnify the County in this regard, 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that to the fullest extent permitted by law, the Town of Colton will 
indemnify and hold harmless the County, their officers, directors, partners, representatives, agents and employees from 
and against any and all claims, suits, liens, judgments, damages, losses and expenses, including legal fees and all court 
costs and liability (including statutory liability) arising in whole or in part and in any manner from injury and/or death of 
person or damage to or loss of any property relating to or arising out of any negligent or intentional acts and/or omissions 
of the Town of Colton or any of its directors, officers, employees, contractors, representatives, or agents. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following request for General Liability (GL) coverage is as follows: 
General Liability Insurance 
On an "Occurrence" basis, with the following limits: 

$1,000,000 Each Occurrence 
$3,000,000 General Aggregate 
$1,000,000 Products Aggregate 
$1,000,000 Personal Injury 
$ 50,000 Fire Damage Legal Liability 
$ 5,000 Medical Payment Expense 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that St. Lawrence County shall be an additional insured on the GL Policy, via ISO 
endorsement CG 2026. 
Dated: January 15, 2025 SEAL 

Ronald Robert, Supervisor 

     

     

Lisa Fisher, Councilperson 

 

Vacant 

   

 

Kevin Beaty, Cou person 
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