
AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE UP TO AND INCLUDING THE DAY OF THE MEETING 

 

TOWN OF COLTON  

Town Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. September 17, 2025 

AGENDA  

Meeting is not open to the public discussion/opinion until and after “Courtesy of the Floor” 

unless asked. 

 

 

⮚ CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

⮚ Adopt the agenda 

⮚ Warrants / Transfers – Approval of bills, Bank Reconciliation, Transfers  

⮚ Courtesy of the floor – OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (3-minute limit) 

⮚ County Legislator – Rick Perkins 

⮚ TOWN ENGINEER – JEFF TUBOLINO 

⮚ DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

o Animal Control / Dog Warden  

o Assessor / Bookkeeper            

o BTI  

o Code Enforcement / DPW / Safety  

o Highway Dept.  

o Committee Reports 

▪ Library 

▪ Planning / Zoning  

▪ Trail System (Steve) 

▪ Hennessey Park (Progress report) 

o Town Clerk / Tax Collection (Appointments / Resolutions) 

 

⮚ CORRESPONDENCE - Swift Field Damage 

 

⮚ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

o Waiting for approval of nuisance lighting from the NYS Department  

o Progress of sidewalk to be completed in the month of September 

o Painting of Library to be completed in September 

o Pointing up chimney at the Library 

o Revisit the tax exemption discussion for firefighters. 

 

⮚ NEW BUSINESS 

○ Local Government Conference in October 

○ Solar on Earth (speaker Jonathan Murray) 

 

➢ ADJOURNMENT 

 

It is not what Colton can do for you, but what you can do for Colton.  As a result, Colton 

can do more for everyone.   TEAMWORK!!!!! 

















At the September 15th,  2025 Full board Meeting 

 

We Had 60 Resolutions 

 We Had 20 Modifications to The Budget  

 We Had 21 Agreements/ Contracts to Be Signed  

We had a moment of Silence in Remembrance of one of our own Legislators that Passed away 

September 13th- Dan Faye  

We Had a Resolution Condemning the Recent Assassination of Turning Point USA Founder 

Charlie Kirk 

We Had a Resolution Honoring Mark Mckenna for his contributions and accomplishments in 

Sled Hockey, and on his Induction into the NYS Hockey Hall of Fame 

We had a small number of individuals, during the public comment section that spoke about 

their concerns on the Multi-use trails and the illegal activities and voiced their concerns for 

safety 

We Had a Resolution recognizing September as National Suicide Prevention Month. 

We Had a Resolution recognizing September as World Alzheimer’s month. 

We Had a Resolution recognizing September and Honoring Local Professors for their 

contributions to the Mosquito Surveillance program 

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming the Week of September 17-23, 2025 as Constitution Week 

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming the Week of September 14-20 as Sheriff’s week in St Law 

County 

We Had a Resolution authorizing to abolish the Human Resources Assistant position and create 

and fill the Human Resources Coordinator position in Human Resources 

We Had a Resolution authorizing to accept a donation of equipment from Seaway Valley 

Prevention council to St Lawrence County 

We Had a Resolution authorizing to create and fill a Public Health Program Coordinator Position 

and abolish a Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator in the Public Health Dept 

We Had a Resolution accepting Funding from the Early Intervention Program 

We Had a Resolution for Real Property Tax Law Cancellation of Delinquent Taxes 



We Had a Resolution for Real Property Tax Law Prospective Cancellation of Future Tax Leins 

We Had a Resolution authorizing to Abolish an Assistant Accounting Supervisor Position and 

Create and fill an Accounting Supervisor Position in The Treasurer’s Office 

We Had a Resolution authorizing Setting a Date for a Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law 

G(NO_) for the Year 2025, “Senior Citizen exemption Amending Local Law NO. 1 for the Year 

2010” 

We Had a Resolution authorizing Setting a Date for a Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law 

H(NO_) for the Year 2025, “Amending Local Law NO. 1 for the Year 2005, A Local Law 

Establishing Real Property Tax Exemption for Persons with Disabilities and Limited Incomes in 

Accordance with Section   459-C of the NYS Real Property Tax Law” 

We Had a Resolution adopting Local Law G(NO_) for the Year 2025, “Senior Citizen exemption 

Amending Local Law F(NO_) for the Year 2025, “To Allow Enrolled Volunteer Firefighters and 

Volunteer Ambulance Workers to be Eligible for a Real Property Tax Exemption under RPTL 

$466-A” 

We Had a Resolution Correcting Errors for NYS Department Exempt 

We Had a Resolution Authorizing to Abolish two Laborer Positions and Create Two Motor 

Equipment Operator Positions in the Department of Highways                               

We Had a Resolution Authorizing a Temporary Position Titled Director of Real Property Tax 

Services III 

We Had a Resolution Amending Resolution NO. 197-2013 Extending the Authorization of St 

Lawrence County to Impose an Additional One Percent of Sales and Compensating Use Taxes 

We Had a Resolution Awarding Bid for the Court House and Building Improvement Project, 

including the Replacement of the Building Maintenance system in the Courthouse and 

Modifying the 2025 Budget for the County Administrators Office. $3 million 

 

If Anyone Has Any Questions, Please Feel Freel to Reach Out to Me. 

 

Rick 

 



The Town of Colton is an equal opportunity employer. 
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94 Main Street 
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To: Colton Town Board 

Re: Town Engineer Report for September 2025 Board Meeting 

From: Jeff Tubolino 

 

Culvert Crossing Improvements 

The Engineering Report for Warm Brook, Little Cold Brook, Raquette River Road, and Leary Road culverts was 

revised to address comments received from FEMA and Homeland Security and resubmitted on 9/10/2025.  

 

We have prepared a contract amendment to provide survey, hydraulic calculations, and engineering report for the 

Wildwood Road culvert, see attached.   Please note that our original agreement included hydraulic calculations and 

engineering report write up for East Hill Road, but we never completed these tasks and therefore are providing a 

credit back to the Town since it was billed already. 

 

Pedestrian Improvements (Garrett Rd – Main Street along NYS Rte 56) 

On hold until we get a contract from NYS. 

 

Pedestrian Improvements – 2025 (Symonds Sq. and Pleasant St.) 

Symonds Sq. is approximately 95% complete as of 9/15/2025. 

 

Pleasant St. is approximately 85% complete as of 9/15/2025.  The Town Board approved an emergency $8,300 

Change Order to add 133’ of sidewalk down Riverside Drive from Pleasant Street.  The emergency was declared to 

avoid construction delays since the contractor was onsite. This sidewalk and adjacent shoulder area will be brought 

up to grade to reduce the drop off (safety issue) from the edge of road pavement to the sidewalk.   

 

Aerosmith Development – Bluewave:  4.98 MW AC Community Solar Project at 385 Hanson Rd and 230 Gulf Rd 

We reviewed the submission provided to the planning board.  A review letter was submitted to the Planning Board 

on 8/27/2025, see attached. 

 



                                                   CONTRACT AMENDMENT 1 
                                                                                                                                                              Effective Date: 9/17/2025 

Background Data: 

  

Date of Owner-Engineer Agreement:   11/20/2024, executed on 12/11/2024  

Owner: Town of Colton 

Engineer: Blue Line Engineering, D.P.C. (now Cedarwood Engineering Services PLLC) 

Project: Engineering Report for Multi Culvert Replacement Projects  

   

Nature of Amendment: 

 

_        Additional Services to be performed by Engineer 

_ X _ Modifications to services of Engineer 

____ Modifications to responsibilities of Owner 

_ X  _Modifications of payment to Engineer 

____ Modifications to time(s) for rendering services 

____ Modifications to other terms and conditions of the Agreement 

 

Description of Modifications: 

 

The Town identified a cross culvert on Wildwood Rd that was damaged during Hurricane Debbie in August 2024.  

The bottom and sides of the concrete box culvert show signs of significant scouring.  The concrete box culvert 

conveys O’Malley Brook a NYSDEC regulated class C(T) stream.  For the Town to replace the culvert and 

potentially obtain funds from FEMA, the culvert will have to be designed in accordance with applicable codes and 

standards.  Our current contract with the Town will be modified to include the preparation of a topographical 

survey, stream modeling, and an Engineering Report for the replacement of Wildwood Road the culvert.  Refer to 

the Table below for a breakdown of the original contract tasks and fees and the additional tasks and fees to add 

the Wildwood Road culvert.  Please note that Cedarwood did not perform Hydraulics or a Report for East Hill 

Road that was included in our original agreement, so we are crediting this work back in this amendment as it was 

already billed. 

 

Additionally, the original tasks have been broken apart to tie the portion of work performed on the Task to a 

specific site and FEMA project number. 

 

Agreement/Fee Summary: 

 

Task  Original 

Contract Cost 

Cost This 

Amendment 

Task 5.1 – FEMA 798271 – Cold Brook Dr over Warm Brook: Survey $4,600 $4,600 

Task 5.2 – FEMA 798271 – Cold Brook Dr over Warm Brook: Hydraulics $4,320 $4,320 

Task 5.3 – FEMA 798271 – Cold Brook Dr over Warm Brook: Report $5,127 $5,127 

Task 7.1 – FEMA 798278 – Cold Brook Dr over Little Cold Brook: Survey $4,025 $4,025 

Task 7.2 – FEMA 798278 – Cold Brook Dr over Little Cold Brook: Hydraulics $4,320 $4,320 

Task 7.3 – FEMA 798278 – Cold Brook Dr over Little Cold Brook: Report $5,127 $5,127 

Task 12.1 – Non-Reg – East Hill Rd: Survey $5,000 $5,000 

Task 12.2 – Non-Reg – East Hill Rd: Hydraulics $4,320 $0 

Task 12.3 – Non-Reg – East Hill Rd: Report $5,127 $0 

Task 16.1 – FEMA 797270 – Raquette River Rd over Un. Trib.: Survey $4,025 $4,025 



                                                   CONTRACT AMENDMENT 1 
                                                                                                                                                              Effective Date: 9/17/2025 

Task 16.2 – FEMA 797270 – Raquette River Rd over Un. Trib.: Hydraulics $4,320 $4,320 

Task 16.3 – FEMA 797270 – Raquette River Rd over Un. Trib.: Report $5,127 $5,127 

Task 18.1 – FEMA 798268 – Leary Rd over Un. Trib.: Survey  $4,025 $4,025 

Task 18.2 – FEMA 798268 – Leary Rd over Un. Trib.: Hydraulics $4,320 $4,320 

Task 18.3 – FEMA 798268 – Leary Rd over Un. Trib.: Report $5,127 $5,127 

Task 19.1 – FEMA 759128 – Wildwood Rd over O’Malley Brook: Survey --------  $4,600 

Task 19.2 – FEMA 759128 – Wildwood Rd over O’Malley Brook: Hydraulics -------- $4,320 

Task 19.3 – FEMA 759128 – Wildwood Rd over O’Malley Brook: Report -------- $5,127 

   

Original Contract Cost: $68,910 -------- 

Contract Cost This Amendment: -------- $73,510 

 

Original agreement amount:   $68,910.00____ 

Net change for prior amendments:               $0.00 ________ 

This amendment amount:                  $4,600.00____ 

Adjusted Agreement amount:              $73,510.00____ 

Change in time for services (days or date, as applicable): __N/A____ 

 

Owner and Engineer hereby agree to modify the above-referenced Agreement as set forth in this Amendment. All 

provisions of the Agreement not modified by this, or previous Amendments remain in effect.  

 

OWNER:  ENGINEER: 

Town of Colton  Cedarwood Engineering Services PLLC 

 

By: 

 

 

 

By: 

 

 
Print 

name: Ronald Robert 

 Print 

name: Jeffrey J. Tubolino 

 

Title: 

 

Supervisor 

  

Title: 

 

Principal 

 

Date Signed: 

 

 

  

Date Signed: 

 

9/11/2025 

 



 

200 Washington Street, Suite 403, Watertown, NY 13601 

518.928.7692 

 

August 27, 2025 

 

Kristopher Koehler, Chair 

Town of Colton – Planning Board 

94 Main Street 

Colton, NY 13625 

 

Re: Gulf Road Solar Farm Planning Board Submission – Review Comments 

 

Dear Mr. Koehler: 

 

We have conducted a cursory review of the Preliminary Planning Board Submission by Airosmith 

Development for a 5 MW solar farm proposed on Hanson and Gulf roads in the Town of Colton. 

Below are our initial comments: 

 

Solar Energy Law Considerations 

1. Project would be defined as a Major Solar Energy System (over 18 kW), ground mounted. 

2. The North Array requires significant clearing. A plan for offset planting per section 3.01 of the 

law has not been provided. 

3. Solar collectors appear to be tracking, variable tilt, but no definitive information was provided. 

Max total height was also not on the submission. Max total height in the Village Law is 25’. 

Typically, single axis trackers are less than 25’, but the developer should clarify. 

4. Setbacks: 100’ required for residential per code. The setback from Gulf Road southern array 

is 92’. Residential property is directly across Gulf Road in this location. 

5. Equipment pads are shown, but details on the inverters/transformers/switchgear are not. No 

storage batteries (BESS – Battery Energy Storage Systems) are labeled. 

6. Soil descriptions were provided, and generally appear to be silty sands, moderately well 

drained. No soils map was included. 

7. No details were provided for solar array foundations. Piles? Helical? This can make a difference 

in decommissioning costs. 

8. A glare analysis was not provided; the law allows for the planning board to request a glare 

analysis from the developer. In our experience, glare is rarely an issue, but Planning Board 

may want to request to make sure. 



Cedarwood Engineering Services PLLC Page 2 of 3  

9. Solar access restriction to adjoining properties: Ground mount arrays usually do not restrict 

solar access to adjacent properties, and likely is not an issue with 100’ setbacks. 

10. No signage details provided. Specific signage is required on fences posting electrical hazards 

on site. Signs must include the owner’s contact information. 

11. No site lighting is shown on the site plan. Many times, the equipment area will include site 

lighting. 

12. Lot coverage of the solar array looks to be less than 80%. 

13. Law states a 6’ fence is required. National Electrical Code requires 7’ high fence. Plans call for 

7’ fence. A variance allowing increased fence height may be required by Town. 

14. The sites are largely screened by existing deciduous vegetation. The code calls for evergreen 

screening. The Planning Board may want conifers at some locations. 

15. No decommissioning plan was provided, or mention of bond value. Typically, an independent 

estimate is used for determining bond amount for decommissioning costs. 

16. SEQRA – Would be a Type 1 Action requiring a coordinated review. 

17. A lease agreement with the Fire Department should be submitted to Planning Board. 

18. Drawings have not been stamped by a Professional Engineer. 

19. Specifications for all materials have not been provided. 

20. A Property Operation and Maintenance Plan has not been provided. 

21. Some of the project area appears to be within 500’ of the Raquette/Higley waterway. Section 

3.01 prohibits a project closer than 500’ of a navigable waterway. 

22. Roadways are shown on the drawings 20’ wide. Maximum width in the code is 16’ wide. 

23. No Community Benefit Agreement mentioned or included in the submission. 

 

Other Considerations 

1. The pole cluster at the utility tie in point is not clearly shown but looks like it might be located 

very close between two residences on Gulf Road. May want to require pole cluster to be set 

back further from the homes. Pole clusters need to be accessible by National Grid but can be 

located away from residences. 

2. Stormwater ponds are not detailed or fenced. Stormwater discharge points are not shown. 

3. Gates for access control are located a distance from the public highway; consideration moving 

closer to highway for better visual monitoring. 

4. Additional buffering may be desirable around the southern array at Gulf and Hanson Roads. 

5. No Storm Water Pollution Plan provided. 
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This review is preliminary in nature since not much information was provided. We would be 

happy to discuss any of our comments with the Planning Board and provide a more 

comprehensive review should the developer provide a complete submission. Feel free to reach 

out with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

CEDARWOOD ENGINEERING SERVICES PLLC 

 

Jeffrey J. Tubolino, P.E. – Principal 
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Bookkeeper/Assessor 

September 2025 

 

 

Bookkeeper 

 

• The 1st draft of the 2026 Tentative Budgets for all funds was distributed via the shared 

Google drive on Tuesday. Tonight’s meeting satisfies the NYS requirement for the board 

to receive by October 5th.  I’m recommending the board set a date for the budget board 

meeting in October, tonight.  I also recommend budget workshop dates be set in the next 

couple weeks as well as committee members for the workshop meetings. 

• To establish an Escrow account at NBT Bank, for the pending Solar project, will require 

board approval.  These funds are considered fiduciary funds and can not be co-mingled 

with Town money; therefore I will also need board approval to set up a fiduciary fund 

(TC) in the Williamson software.  

• The town received AIM (Aid and Incentives for Municipalities) from New York State on 

September 15th in the amount of $109,471 and $110,332.71 from FEMA  

 

Assessor 

 

• In the news recently, SLC is proposing legislation to no longer pay back towns for 

delinquent taxes not being paid by property owners.  These specific properties have some 

form of environmental pollution or contamination.  Fortunately, The Town of Colton 

does not have any of these properties in the Town. 

• Reminder – New Volunteer Firefighters & Ambulance workers Real Property Tax 

Exemption 466-A 

 

 





















08/08/2025 12:07PM, the Laws database is current through 

2025 Chapters 1-239 

Real Property Tax 
    * §  466-a.  Volunteer  firefighters  and volunteer ambulance workers; 

  certain counties. 1. Real property owned by an  enrolled  member  of  an 

  incorporated  volunteer  fire  company,  fire department or incorporated 

  voluntary ambulance service or such enrolled member and spouse  residing 

  in  any  county  having  a population of more than two hundred sixty-one 

  thousand  inhabitants  but  less  than  two  hundred  seventy   thousand 

  inhabitants,  determined  in accordance with the 1990 federal census, or 

  in any county having a population of  more  than  ninety-eight  thousand 

  seven   hundred   inhabitants   but   less   than  ninety-nine  thousand 

  inhabitants, as determined by the latest federal decennial census, shall 

  be exempt from taxation to the extent of ten  percent  of  the  assessed 

  value  of  such  property  for  city,  village, town, part town, special 

  district or county purposes, exclusive of special assessments,  provided 

  that  the  governing  body  of  a city, village, town or county, after a 

  public hearing, adopts a local law, ordinance  or  resolution  providing 

  therefor;  provided  further,  however,  that such exemption shall in no 

  event exceed three thousand  dollars  multiplied  by  the  latest  state 

  equalization  rate for the assessing unit in which such real property is 

  located. 

    2. Such exemption shall not be granted to an  enrolled  member  of  an 

  incorporated  volunteer  fire  company,  fire department or incorporated 

  voluntary ambulance service residing in such county unless: 

    (a) the applicant resides in the city, town or village which is served 

  by such incorporated  volunteer  fire  company  or  fire  department  or 

  incorporated voluntary ambulance service; 

    (b) the property is the primary residence of the applicant; 

    (c)  the  property  is  used  exclusively  for  residential  purposes; 

  provided however, that in the event any portion of such property is  not 

  used  exclusively  for  the  applicant's residence but is used for other 

  purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation  and  the  remaining 

  portion  only  shall  be  entitled  to  the  exemption  provided by this 

  section; and 

    (d)  the  applicant  has  been  certified  by  the  authority   having 

  jurisdiction  for  the  incorporated  volunteer  fire  company  or  fire 

  department as an enrolled member of  such  incorporated  volunteer  fire 

  company  or fire department for at least five years or the applicant has 

  been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated 

  voluntary ambulance service as an enrolled member of  such  incorporated 

  voluntary  ambulance  service  for  at least five years. It shall be the 

  duty and responsibility of the municipality which adopts  a  local  law, 

  ordinance  or  resolution  pursuant  to  this  section  to determine the 

  procedure for certification. 

    3. Any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire 

  department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who accrues  more 

  than twenty years of active service and is so certified by the authority 

  having  jurisdiction  for  the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire 

  department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be granted 

  the ten  percent  exemption  as  authorized  by  this  section  for  the 

  remainder  of his or her life as long as his or her primary residence is 

  located within such a county provided  that  the  governing  body  of  a 

  village,  town  or  county,  after a public hearing, adopts a local law, 

  ordinance or resolution providing therefor. 

    4. Application for such exemption shall be filed with the assessor  or 



  other  agency,  department  or  office  designated  by  the municipality 

  offering such exemption on or before the taxable status date on  a  form 

  as prescribed by the commissioner. 

    5.  No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer ambulance 

  worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit  under  the 

  provisions  of  this article on the effective date of this section shall 

  suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the provisions of  this 

  section. 

    * NB There are 2 § 466-a's 

    * NB Repealed December 9, 2025 

Search Word or Phrase  

   
 

 









September 2025 Bti Report 

 

BTI 

●​ One of the three Bti crew haven’t confirmed they are returning next season since they 

are waiting to hear back on other pursuits.  So, after I finish with the invasive species 

work, I will be actively looking for another crew member, just in case. 

●​ Next week I will be giving a 1-hour presentation on the Bti Program to the NYS DEC’s 

annual training event.  I will be staying with a friend so there will be no lodging costs. 

 

 

Invasive species 

●​ I’m currently working on injecting and spraying the invasive knotweed (bamboo) and 

anticipate being finished by early October. 

 

 

Andrea Malik 
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September 16, 2025  
 
To: ​ Colton Town Board 
Re:​ Town Board September Report for the DPW / CEO Report 
From:​  Darren Richards, Superintendent of the DPW / Code Enforcement Officer 
 
Transfer Station 
All but a few bars on back order, the snow guards are installed for the Transfer Station.  Seamless gutters will be 
installed next week as well.  The culvert bulkhead has been poured.  Cobble will be placed after fabric goes 
down.  These should all help with snow, water and ice issues at the new transfer station.  We still need proper 
gates, but the cameras are working, and we don’t have security issues too bad currently.  Our Brush pile needs 
grinding and we have Seaway Timber willing to do the job next week.  It will take 10 to 15 thousand to 
grind our pile of Brush at the transfer station.  Can I get a vote to approve this? 
 
Water/Sewer 
Water projects are all but complete with a little programming to do for display so operators can extract 
information on site.  The sewer plant is running efficiently at this time.  We are looking for continuous 
improvements and are still adjusting to the new upgrades.  We have had one of our flygt pumps get outmoded 
with too many worn out parts.  This grinding pump is over 18 years old and was conditioned for the last time.  It 
needs replacing as a spare by next year.   
  
Building and Grounds 
We would like the board to pass the resolution to pursue the NY Forward Grant and give me authority to 
send in a letter of intent.  This secures a grant tech to assist us with the application and the project 
proposal.  Grounds looked good this past month.  The poured slab at the town hall came out great.  Generator 
and propane will be hooked back up.  The Chimney repoint job turned into a rebuild at the top but is nearing 
completion.  We will be looking to reseal the seams and screw holes in the roofs of the Station and the MSB 
next.  The soccer field will need repairs and reseeded at the corner flag areas after season.  Whitney Sharlow 
would like to take over as the rec events coordinator and build up events and facilities in the Town of Colton. 
We made an emergency decision to expand the sidewalk on county route 58 and deemed it a safety issue 
that should be addressed asap.  Attached is the proposal passed by the Town Supervisor.  Can we get a 
vote for this? 
 
Safety  
Hydrant flushing was delayed but is put back on the schedule this week.  We provided safety traffic PPE to our 
contractors working roadside.  Library stairs are being looked at again for an overhaul.  Attached is a quote for  
AED machines for the town hall and Swift field.  I recommend buying two with our safety capital 
improvement money left over and not include it in next year’s budget.  These are used by the rescue 
squad and could be fully compatible with our rescue squad’s in-house units.  
 

The Town of Colton is an equal opportunity employer. 
 



Code Enforcement 
We have 67 permits.  The Planning Board approved a private, individual cemetery.  We have a court appearance 
ticket next Tuesday, the 23rd of September. 

The Town of Colton is an equal opportunity employer. 
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