Regular Monthly Colton Town Board Meeting, January 9, 2019
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton 13625

Present: George R. Cayey, Supervisor					Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
              Darren Richards, DPW Supt.						 	   Katheryn Hayes
              Donna Arquiett, Clerk								   Lisa Fisher-Davis
									   			   Ronald Robert

Others present: Penny Cayey, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Rick Perkins, Mary Jane Watson
             and Ellie Menz

Supervisor Cayey opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m. as advertised.

Mr. Cayey asked the Board if they had time to review their paperwork for the meeting and if so asked for a motion to pay the bills on warrant #1. There are no transfers and Ms. Arquiett stated she didn’t have minutes completed for approval.

Motion # 1
APPROVE WARRANT #1, BANK STATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mrs. Fisher-Davis, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 1 along with the bank statement & reconciliation.  
Ayes   5   Robert, Hawley, Hayes, Fisher-Davis, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  164,259.95
Highway Fund	$      2,313.31
Colton Light District	$   not in yet   
South Colton Light District	$   not in yet    
Sewer District #1	$    11,120.66
Water District #1	$      1,247.87

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Mr. Perkins reported:
The County Legislators has held their Organizational meeting January 2, 2019 and elected Joe Lightfoot as Chairman with Dave Forsythe as Vice Chairman. We accomplished the following:
· Reviewed 32 resolutions			
· Made 3 modifications to the budget
· Passed 2 grant resolutions
· Filled 9 vacant positions
· Signed 6 Agreements/Contracts
· Authorized the use of County owned machinery to other departments
· Passed a resolution to correct erroneous taxes
· Authorized bonding for County Officials and employees
· Authorized petty cash accounts
· Designated the official newspaper and bank depositories
· Opposed Senate bill 9191 – amending the penal law to require social media and search engine reviews prior to the approval of an application or renewal of a pistol license
· Placed a dog quarantine
· Appointed James McGahan as interim Public defender
· Reappointed Steve Button as County Attorney
If anyone has any questions please feel free to reach out to me.

Bti AND INVASIVE SPECIES REPORT Ms. Malik was teaching a class and sent word we had received a new Invasive Species sign. She said she is trying to decide where to put it where it will get the most attention. Ms. Malik also stated she has been looking for grants and asked for a resolution to support grant applications to fight invasive species. 
SUPPORT TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO CONTROL AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES
Resolution # 3 – 2019
 WHEREAS, the Town of Colton has provided the residents of Colton with a program to control blackflies  and mosquitos since 1986, and 
 WHEREAS, since 2014 Japanese Knotweed control has been pursued, an
 WHEREAS, since summer of 2016 the Town of Colton has added Aquatic Invasive Species Control, and
 WHEREAS, Andrea Malik, Town of Colton Aquatic Invasive Species Program Director, has attended workshops and training, and
 WHEREAS, Ms. Malik has been diligently informing the public with informational meetings, and
 WHEREAS, other organizations and entities were contacted to assist in any way possible, and
 WHEREAS, the Raquette River runs through the Town of Colton from north to south, and 
 WHEREAS, the Towns livelihood depends on the wellness of the waterway to support its tourism industry, and
 WHEREAS, with the spread of aquatic invasive species we are limited on funding to do much more than a little section at a time, and
 WHEREAS, the Colton Town Board has committed budgeting $7500 for 3 years to match said grant and supports the aquatic invasive   
 species control program, and
 THEREFORE, additional funding would allow the Town of Colton to control larger sections and possibly employ other means beyond
  hand pulling, and
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Colton supports a grant application through NY Grants Gateway.
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Motion # 2
PASS RESOLUTION # 3 – 2019
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mrs. Fisher-Davis to pass Resolution # 3-2019, Support to Provide Funding to Control Aquatic Invasive Species as presented.
Ayes   5   Robert, Hawley, Hayes, Fisher-Davis, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
We are currently at 1 permit for the season and 27 demolition permits coming this week as well.  Four subdivisions are coming down the pike for the planning board.  One complaint written reached my office with a 30-day consent order remedying the situation being issued soon.  Two reports will be completed for DEC and the State Department in the month of January. 

SAFETY 
Building inspections are occurring this month with Town buildings.  It is held tri-annually and the DPW Supt and the Code Officer does these inspections together.  This year the department will have a rep there for each building for inspections.  

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station - Transfer Station is running smoothly. Z-sort rates will be negotiated with Casella in February. 
     
Water and Sewer - Water and Sewer rates have increased this past billing cycle to get the water and sewer accounts operating in the positive ledger.  This rate change happened on last billing cycle PRIOR to water adjustments for running water season.  The new bill is accurate in usage.  If you feel like you have a leak, let the department know you are working on rectifying it.  Water and Sewer are running smoothly right now.

Building and Grounds - New truck bid is in for BTI replacement for code’s truck and board member vehicle for transportation.  Bid will be announced and awarded at this board meeting.  Mezzanine at Fire Station is close to completion.  DPW has done a great job for the Fire Department and should be thanked for a job well done.  Rink had over 100 people in the two days.  The attendance of the rink is very good.  Broomball, open skate and hockey are very popular in our community and the community appreciates the rink program.   

ASSESSOR’S REPORT Ms. Miller reported:
· Renewal Applications – Enhanced STAR Exemption renewals are out as well as renewals for the Senior Citizen Low Income Exemption.  Unfortunately, I am barely at the halfway point on returns.  I know that March 1 seems like it is far away but in reality it is only a matter of weeks.  I need to get these returns in and get them processed with NYS Dept. of Taxation and Finance.  It looks as though I will be calling and possibly sending out letters to those who have not returned their forms.  It is more important than ever that these renewals be returned on time.  Remember to return the applications, the IVP application and proof of income for appropriate years.  If there are questions please call.  If I do not answer leave, a message and I will return your call. (315) 262-2848
· I have received many calls regarding the Property Tax Relief Credit.  What is it? And, Can I keep it?  First, you can keep it.  This is different from the STAR Credit.  This is also a check the NYS Dept. of Taxation and Finance is sending out.  The statement, taken from the DTF website, explains what the Property Tax Relief Credit is.
The property tax relief credit directly reduces your property tax burden if you are a qualifying homeowner. If you’re eligible for the credit, we’ll automatically send you a check.

To be eligible, you must:
· live in a school district that is complying with the New York State property tax cap (see School district compliance to learn if yours did),
· receive either the Basic or Enhanced STAR exemption or credit,
· have an income of $275,000 or less, and
· have paid school property taxes in 2018.
The amount of the credit is a percentage of the eligible homeowner's STAR savings.
I do not know who is and who is not eligible or what amount will be distributed. This amount is over and above those who receive the STAR Credit check. Remember, you must have paid school taxes.  If you receive a request for more information, please send it back as soon as possible. 

· There were no valid sales for December.  This is not unusual as there is a slow-down through the holidays.
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HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley was unable to attend, Mr. Cayey read Mr. Hawley’s report:
· Since the last board meeting we have been working mostly on snow and ice. We had an issue with our 2015, plow truck. The EGR valve went. This major repair takes about 10 hours to complete and costs in the $5000 range. This was covered under warranty and Stadium International traveled to our shop to perform the repair, as towing is not covered in this warranty and our road tractor is harnessed with plow equipment as our spare. A side note, a neighboring town in the last storm had two out of three of their trucks broke down; the new technology on big trucks causes many problems. This makes it imperative to have a spare truck on hand. I have GPS on all of our plow trucks that connects the onboard computer in the truck to Stadium International. This allows in most cases remote diagnosis. This has proven to be a valuable tool as I have a contact from their service department that will answer calls 24/7.

· Laurie and I have been working on a billing issue with Adirondack Energy, the State contract vender for Diesel fuel. She has spent a bunch of time on this trying to resolve the issue, and as of lately I have as well. Basically, they have been over charging us on diesel since the beginning of November. We are holding several invoices that more than cover the over charge, until they correct the billing problem. I serve as President for St Lawrence County Highway Superintendents Association, So I have reached out to other towns in our County as well as the President from Franklin County and anyone so far using state contract is being billed the same. The interesting part is no other municipality caught the problem. Laurie takes care of all diesel, Gasoline, Kerosene and propane deliveries and assures that state contract is being followed. She not only saved us money, but virtually every municipality that uses this contract.  

· I have explored the possibility of a new truck to upgrade our small truck that takes care of the villages. When I did this truck back in 2010, I bought cab and chassis only. We took the plow and sander off the dodge and installed on the new truck ourselves. I did not go through with the state mini bid as I asked last month for approval; however, I did talk with another town that just set one up. Theirs cost over $80,000. Obviously, this is way out of our budget. The truck we have will go several years yet, but it will need a new sander this year on state contract is under $30000.

· With that plan being out of reach at this time we still need to address our pickup issue. We did budget this year to replace a pickup. The blue Dodge that I used to drive is now dead, and the Chevy that we bought several years ago from Oswegatchie is on life support...I have been watching used trucks on Auctions International 2015 trucks are selling for about what we paid for mine new. If I watch it close I can find a 2009 or 10 for $12000 or less. These auctions are going on daily so if you wish me to buy a good used truck I would need approval up to a dollar amount. A new standard pickup is about $30,000 off state contract.

· I am also looking to purchase a sander for this small truck.

· I am having my Gallbladder removed tomorrow, so I will be off for a few days. Harold Bush will be running the operation while I’m out.

TOURISM & BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported;
My report is a copy of the Winterfest schedule, which has consumed our meetings. In addition, the 4’x8’ barn quilt produced by students and art teacher Crystal Hewer, is completed. It will hang on the outside of the school throughout Winterfest. It has been 3 years in the making. Mr. Cayey said he thinks it could go at Swift Field. Put a kiosk roof over it and the maybe the school can do an interpretive panel. Persons with disabilities will have easy access to it.

Motion # 2
AUTHORIZE INSTALLATION OF BARN QUILT
Motion made by Mrs. Fisher-Davis, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize Town of Colton DPW to install the 
4’x 8’ barn quilt at Swift Field with a kiosk roof.    
Ayes   5   Robert, Hawley, Hayes, Fisher-Davis, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

LIBRARY REPORT Mrs. Menz reported they are working on the “New Minimum Library Standards” to comply with NYS Board of Regents by 2020.

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT Mr. Fuhr not in attendance. Mr. Richards commented there are four subdivisions coming before the planning board.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported she has been busy with tax collection, year-end reports and new-year records started.
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ENGINEERS REPORT Mr. Cayey reported on Mr. Tubillino’s behalf. 
The contract with BlueLine Engineering is $9,000 for oversight of the Highway Garage roof project. Mr. Cayey stated Jeff Tubilino, Kevin Smith, Ron Robert, Grace Hawley, Darren Richards and himself met at the garage to review the project.

NYCLASS Mr. Cayey reported we have received $27,000 in interest on our money in the last 7 months and the rate has increased from 2.15 to 2.24.

SHARED TRUCK Mini bid through State Contract. Mr. Richards stated he has contacted several dealers and 
found a full size, double cab, gas Chevrolet truck at Cappellino’s for $28,734.83. A discussion was held and the Board voted to purchase it.

Motion # 3
AUTHORIZE PRCHASE OF TRUCK
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize the purchase of a truck in the amount of $28,734.83 from Cappellino’s. 
Ayes   5   Robert, Hawley, Hayes, Fisher-Davis, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Mr. Cayey asked if anyone had any questions, if not, asked to adjourn.

Motion # 4
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mrs. Fisher-Davis to adjourn.
Ayes   5   Robert, Hawley, Hayes, Fisher-Davis, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried, 7:01 p.m.




										       ___________________________
											Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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