Regular Monthly Meeting, Colton Town Board, March 13, 2019
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton 13625

Present: George R. Cayey, Supervisor					Councilpersons: Grace Hawley
              Darren Richards, DPW Supt.						 	   Katheryn Hayes
	  Kevin Hawley, Hwy. Supt.								   Ronald Robert
              Donna Arquiett, Clerk								
										   			
Absent: Lisa Fisher-Davis

Others present: Tina Miller, Jim McConkey, Penny Cayey, Ruth McWilliams, Joe McWilliams, Mary Jane 
		 Watson, Rick Perkins and Bill Swafford

Supervisor Cayey opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m. as advertised.

Mr. Cayey asked the Board if they had time to review their paperwork for the meeting and if so asked for a motion to accept minutes, warrant and the single transfer.

Motion # 1
APPROVE MINUTES
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to approve the February 12 Audit Meeting minutes and the February Regular Monthly meeting of February 13, 2019.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 2
APPROVE WARRANT # 3,  TRANSFER, BANK STATEMENT & RECONCILIATION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to approve the bills on Warrant # 3 along with the transfer, bank statement & reconciliation.  
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

General Fund	$  41,372.17
Highway Fund	$  33,043.08
Hepburn Library Fund	$    1,404.40
Colton Light District	$       767.92
South Colton Light District	$       722.52
Sewer District #1	$    2,819.17
Water District #1	$    1,820.84

The following account is over budget as of February 28, 2019.

General Fund:	A1920.4	Municipal Dues	       $  25.00
Recommendation for transfer: A1990.4   Contingency            $ 200.00

LEGISLATOR’S REPORT  Mr. Perkins reported at the March 4th Legislator’s Meeting they had 46 resolutions.
Other activities include:
· 7 modifications to the budget
· 12 vacant positions were filled
· 16 agreements/contracts were signed
· 5 resolutions were to approve bridge and culvert projects
· 2 resolutions approved the sale of the J&L site
· Keith Zimmerman was appointed as Certifying Officer for the CDB Grant Program
· Ruth Doyle was reappointed as County Administrator
· A resolution against the Assembly bill taking firearms out of games of chance
· A resolution asking the State to not close any of our correctional facilities

DOG WARDEN REPORT Mr. McConkey reported the last month has been easy with 3 welfare checks on animals, missing cats and 3 dogs at large reports.

ASSESSORS REPORT Ms. Miller reported
· The Enhanced STAR application/renewal program is done for 2019.  The new process for this year caused much confusion for those who have the Enhanced STAR exemption.  I had a huge number of calls this year.  Let’s hope the state’s part in this transition goes smoothly.
· Taxable status date was March 1st 2019.  Any new exemptions that are submitted after March 1st will be for the roll year 2020.
· I have no new valid sales for the past month.  I expect to see sales picking up through the spring and summer months.
· The office will be closed next week.
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Bti REPORT Mr. Cayey read aloud Ms. Malik’s report in her absence.
· I started the Black fly crew on Monday March 11th. 
· There are a couple brooks open enough to treat, we will start stream treatments on Wednesday, March 13th.  It may be start and stop until the weather really breaks.
· I just spoke with DEC regarding our mosquito permit.  It’s still out for review but no issues are anticipated, and we should have that permit within a week or two.
· All the crew returned from last year and they are excited to begin a new season.
· This is the 34th year for the Bti Black fly Control program.

DPW REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
Transfer Station We are continuing to take the flat type of tv’s.  The DPW will ship them to Casella for free acceptance under the DANC grant covering St. Lawrence County.  Preliminary discussions are starting in designing a new facility at the transfer station.  Our annual report for the transfer station in on file as well and
sent to the board for review.      
Water and Sewer The rough spot on State Highway56 was patched after our dig by the library. The State used 
hot mix out of Ogdensburg to fix the problem after the cold patch didn’t hold. Casella reached out to the Town and stated they are phasing out of sludge hauling in the near future. We must find an alternative right away.  We would like permission to send two DPW members to the Verona Conference of Water/Waste water for the annual AWWA Con’f.  This is helpful for license credit hours, learning new equipment and plant upgrade possibilities such as belt presses for sludge.  Water/Waste Water running smoothly. 
Building and Grounds Prints on the new highway barn need to be approved to put the project out to bid for April.  Dates are included in Bid Package.  The skating rink was at 1,750 for participants attending this season prior to the end of the season tournament.  We hope to crest 2000 for another popular season at the rink.  The DPW would like the board to support and sanction the water slide at the Colton Country Days again this year on July 20th.  Contract for the event is in my report of $500.00.  Flag and light were installed on pole on Memorial Park  

Motion # 3
AUTHORIZE WATER SLIDE @ COUNTRY DAY
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize the waterslide on Saturday, July 20th during Colton Country Days.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

SAFETY REPORT Mr. Richards reported: 
Excavator training went well, 11 out of our 13 members attended.  A test must be done next to be completely certify our crew members at both Highway and DPW.  Grab bars are purchased and ready for install at new handicap access bathrooms at Community Center.  The new handicap lift bid is in and needing approval from the Board, $11,240.00 for the lowest and only bid from Access Elevator.  Fifty percent down is needed for the contract to move forward as well.  This will be covered by the Court Grant obtained earlier this year.  A portion of the lift money budgeted will go towards siding the Community Center. 

Motion # 4
ACCEPT AND AWARD BID FOR HC LIFT
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept and award the bid for the installation of a handicap lift at the JR Watson Community Center. Half the total amount to be paid upfront, $5,620.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT Mr. Richards reported:
The Town’s three year commercial inspections have started.  The mercantile buildings are first then we will move onto the assemblies and then small businesses and multiple residences.  Nine permits this year so far.  Codes Classes are complete and I am certified again as a Code Officer. 

A short conversation about the demolition of the Red Pine Pub (Maple Dinette) was held. There will be a new business going in within the next few months.

LIBRARY REPORT Mr. Swafford, Library Trustee reported:
They have been working on updating the “Standards for Public Libraries”. Mr. Swafford asked about the icy sidewalks. Mr. Richards replied the contractor will be back to grade the area. He also asked about covering the front steps. They get ruined with the snow and salt. The repair last time was expensive. Mr. Richards stated he would look into something that would be acceptable with the style of building. 
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HIGHWAY REPORT Mr. Hawley reported:
· Since the last board meeting we have been focusing on snow and ice. ( Hopefully in the near future we can focus on something else.) We also have been doing vehicle maintenance.
· I was in Albany last week for Advocacy day, which is a yearly effort from our state and county Superintendents associations to rally in the capital for more funding for local highways and bridges. We will normally have between 700 to 800 orange tee shirts walking the halls and meeting with our Senators. We do get their attention. In the past, we have been successful on this campaign. When I first started in 1998, our CHIPS allotment was $38000. Last year we received $ 181,000. These funds coupled with record breaking low asphalt prices and the fact of our newly formed paving consortium between Colton, Pierrepont and Lisbon our town has been pushing nearly 5 miles of roadwork and resurfacing annually. Where in the past we would struggle to afford a mile or two. I wish I could report that we were encouraged by support in Albany, but it appears we will be lucky to see our funding stay flat. I should have some concrete numbers on funding for the next Board Meeting.
· While I was in Albany one of my colleagues gave me a ride a little farther South to Wappinger Falls to pick up the used pickup that I reported on last month. The truck is everything the schools transportation director said it was. It has 61,000 miles a brand new engine plow and everything. I drove it home with no issues. They even filled the gas tank for me!! This truck will serve us very well.
· We have had good service over the years with used pickups that we use for patrolling and transportation between job sights. One of trucks that retired itself this winter, I purchased in 2012 for $7000 at a state auction. I drove this truck up until 2015 when I got my new one. At the time I bought it, it had 15,000 miles on it. Now it has 73,000 miles. Councilman Roberts and Supervisor Cayey have argued that I should be buying new patrol trucks. I feel a used pickup in decent shape that will travel around 10,000 miles per year and virtually never leave town, is more than sufficient. I have 2015 that was purchased new that I use patrolling roads at all hours of the night and I also do almost all of the parts runs, i.e. out of town traveling. The truck that we do the village plowing was also purchased new in 2011. When it becomes time to replace that truck I would advocate for a new one because of the use that it gets. With all of this being said, St. Lawrence County highway has a 2009 f 250 that will be offered to the towns in our county for purchase at or above NADA low book value. I have looked at a truck and it will serve our needs well. I wish to ask the board’s permission to bid up to blue book value of $10,000.

The purchased of a used truck caused a lengthy discussion and debate. Mr. Hawley was told he is to plan on budgeting this fall to keep his vehicle inventory updated.

Motion # 5
AUTHORIZE A BID UP TO $10K ON USED TRUCK
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to authorize Highway Superintendent Hawley to bid on
the 2009 F250 Truck from SLC Highway Department. The bid is not to exceed $10,000. 
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried


PLANNING BOARD REPORT Mr. Richards read aloud the report in Mr. Fuhrs’ absence.

The Planning Board meeting was held on February 19, 2019, 7:00pm. at the Colton Town Hall.  The legal notice of this meeting was posted in the local newspapers as usual. The issues brought up for discussion were:
*    SD-02-2019 Fisher/Davis.  Parcel meets the standard of the 2 acres and road frontage needed for a      subdivision.  No APA needed and no county referral.  No conditions, attachments, or land locks. 

SD-06-2019 Pat and Stephen Poste, parcel ID 120.002-4-28.  Joshua Poste combining 3 parcels into 1.  Teresa Dunning taking over 2 parcels and attaching to a parent parcel.  Overall improvement by doing so.
 
SD-07-2019 J&S Logging, parcel ID 120.043-2-17.  Subdivide just before driveway to the business.  1.75 acres with 253ft of road front, meets the mandatory requirements.  County referral was to returned for local action. 

SD-83-2018 Clary/Shea.  County Planning Board referral due to this being on State Hwy 68.  DOT line of sight of 600ft for future driveway.  Meets requirements. 

SD-03-2019 Thomas Long/Janet Peterson, Thomas Irrevocable Trust.  Rick Mace wanting to purchase peninsula.  Parcel is .25 acre, smaller than building lot requirement.  Has to have condition of attaching to the parent parcel of their home.   

 *  CEO Report
 *  Board member Laurie Thornton resigning as of March 1, 2019
*  Town barn roof in need of repair.
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Motion # 6
ACCEPT MRS. THORNTON’S RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to accept Laurie Thornton’s resignation from the Planning Board effective immediately. 
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 7
APPOINT TRAVIS COLE TO PLANNING BOARD
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to appoint Travis Cole to the Planning Board to fill the vacancy cause by Mrs. Thornton’s resignation. Term expires 10/31/2022.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 8
ACCEPT MRS. COLE’S RESIGNATION
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to accept Jennifer Cole’s resignation as Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals Secretary and the Board of Assessment Review Secretary.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried


TOURISM AND BEAUTIFICATION REPORT Mrs. McWilliams reported:
Colton Apparel
Winter-themed shirts (both short- and long-sleeved), sweatshirts, and hoodies are available to purchase at very reasonable prices in the Town Hall.  Sales support town tourism and beautification activities as well as the Colton Historical Society (CHS) for Museum activities.  The inventory includes a good array of sizes.
Spring and Summer Schedule
While winding down winter-related activities the committee is reviewing its schedule of spring and summer activities for which they welcome additional help.  During March the committee will organize its involvement in the new county-wide Barn Quilt Tourism Project (see below) and hold a special meeting on March 28 to begin planning a Barn Quilt Party kicking off the week-long Colton Country Days Celebration in July.  In April and May the committee will work with the CHS on developing new Museum displays and preparing the Museum and Stone Valley Information Center to open in June.  And then during July it will host and assist others with events during the Colton Country Days Celebration from July 14-21.  Anyone wishing to be part of planning Colton Country Days should contact Cyndy Hennessy (315-262-2524).
Barn Quilt Tourism Project
As reported last month, Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY) is partnering with the St. Lawrence County Arts Council, St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce, Hammond Barn Quilt Trail Committee, and town’s Tourism & Beautification Committee to expand barn quilt tourism across the county.  The project, as defined so far, includes the following activities in 2019 and 2020.

Major Activities in 2019
· Barn Quilt Parties during summer (Hammond, Colton, and possibly 3 more communities)
· Invited artists creating artwork in various media inspired by barn quilts and place-making identity in preparation for exhibit in 2020
· Bus tours during late summer and/or early autumn (targeting French speaking Canadians)
· County website presence providing information about and links to community-based efforts
· ‘Towns of St. Lawrence County Barn Quilt’ being created by town’s Tourism & Beautification Committee in conjunction with St. Lawrence County Historical Association, Town Historians, and experienced painters across the county

Exhibit at The TAUNY Center in 2020 (February to October)
· ‘Towns Barn Quilt’ plus fabric quilt inspired by it created by Borderline Quilt Guild members
· Selection of barn quilts for sale
· Display of related artworks in various media
· Programs associated with barn quilts and related artworks

Next Monthly Meeting
The committee’s next monthly meeting will be held on April 9 to continue planning spring and summer activities including Caring for Colton Days in May and involvement in the week-long Colton Country Days Celebration in July.
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT Ms. Arquiett reported:
· The tax warrant this year was over $5 million. We only have $429,029.84 left to collect.
· The over payment has been returned. The Treasurer has viewed our download and emailed to say all is good.
· A press release came yesterday advertising a public hearing to comment on St. Lawrence County’s draft Coordinated Transportation Plan. It is scheduled for Thursday March 21st at 1:00 at the Best Western in Canton. If you plan to attend RSVP is necessary. 
· If I missed you with the Sexual Harassment Policy please come in to get your copy and sign the acknowledgement.
· My quarterly meeting and annual conference are coming up. 
· I need a motion to set the 2nd Notice Fee. Which is $2.00. The County requests the copy of the minutes in which the motion is passed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion # 9
SET 2ND NOTICE FEE
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Ms. Hayes to set the 2nd Notice Fee at $2.00. 
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

ENGINEERS REPORT Jeff Tubolino stated we need to advertise the bid for the highway garage roof project on Monday, March 18. Bids will be opened April 8th and awarded at the April 10 monthly Town Board meeting. The Salt Storage Shed has documents to be filled out by June. He recommended the Board to appoint a Capital Project Committee and set a meeting up. Katheryn Hayes, Ron Robert and Kevin Hawley volunteered to be on the committee.

UNFINISHED
· Engineering drawings of the Highway Garage Roof Project are complete and on file at the Town Hall for viewing and can be emailed.
· Road Salt MOU – See what NYS DOT is going to do

NEW BUSINESS
A. Road Posting – advertise road weight limit asap, add to organizational meeting to do’s.
B. PERMA Conference – 4 going, receiving award
C. Water Treatment Conference – 2 going

Motion # 10
ADVERTISE POSTED ROAD WEIGHT LIMITS
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to authorize the advertisement of road weight limits.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 11
PERMISSION TO ATTEND PERMA CONFERENCE
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Ms. Hayes to permit Supervisor George Cayey, Town Councilmember Grace Hawley, Bookkeeper Shelley Rayner and Safety Officer Darren Richards to attend the PERMA Conference.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

Motion # 12
PERMIT 2 TO ATTEND WATER/WASTEWATER CONFERENCE
Motion made by Mr. Robert, seconded by Mrs. Hawley to permit DPW Supt. Darren Richards and DPW employee Timothy Sharlow to attend annual training in Verona, NY.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried

The updated sexual harassment policy was a concern to Mrs. McWilliams, asking if Attorney Gustafson had reviewed it. Mr. Cayey replied yes, they had several conversations over it.

Motion # 13
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Mrs. Hawley, seconded by Mr. Robert to adjourn.
Ayes   4   Hawley, Hayes, Robert, Cayey
Noes   0
Motion carried, 7:13 p.m.
										________________________________
										Donna Arquiett, Town Clerk
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